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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

3p.m. Monday, November 17, 2014

The Sergeant-at-Arms: Order! All rise, please.

[The Clerk read the Royal Proclamation dated September 18,
2014, summoning the Members of the Legislative Assembly of
Alberta to convene on this date]

The Clerk: Please be seated.
[The Sergeant-at-Arms left the Chamber]

The Sergeant-at-Arms: Order! Order! Mr. Speaker.

[Preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, the Speaker, accompanied by
the officers of the Assembly, entered the Chamber and took the
chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Hon. members and gathered guests, let us pray and
then remain standing thereafter. Almighty God, Creator and Holy
Spirit, You are the author of all wisdom, of all knowledge and
understanding, so we turn to You and ask Your blessings on all
who are present here today. We ask for Your guidance in order
that truth, justice, and good service may prevail in all of our
judgments for the benefit of all Albertans. Amen.

It is now my great pleasure, ladies and gentlemen, to invite Mr.
Robert Clark, who will be accompanied by the Royal Canadian
Artillery Band, to lead us in the singing of our national anthem. I
invite all of you to join in in the language of your choice.

Hon. Members and Guests:
O Canada, our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

Unidentified Speaker: Wow.

The Speaker: Wow indeed. Thank you, all. You’re invited every
Monday for that same purpose should you wish.
Please be seated.

Presentation to the Assembly of Hon. Jim Prentice
Member for Calgary-Foothills

The Speaker: It is now my great pleasure to invite the longest
serving member of our current Alberta Legislature, the hon.
Member for Lesser Slave Lake, to proceed to the main doors of
the Chamber.

Hon. members, I have received from the Chief Electoral Officer
of Alberta the report of the returning officer for the constituency
of Calgary-Foothills containing the results of the by-election
conducted on October 27, 2014, which states that a by-election
was held in the constituency of Calgary-Foothills and that the
Hon. Mr. Jim Prentice was duly elected as the Member for
Calgary-Foothills.

[Ms Calahasen escorted Mr. Prentice to the Mace]

Ms Calahasen: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to present to you
the Hon. Mr. Jim Prentice, the new Member for Calgary-Foothills,
who has taken the oath as a member of this Assembly, has
inscribed the roll, and now claims the right to take his seat.

The Speaker: Congratulations. Let the hon. member take his seat.
[applause]

Thank you. The rest of us can be seated.

I would now invite the Premier to rise. Mr. Premier, if you
would, please proceed to the main doors to escort in the next
newly elected member.

Presentation to the Assembly of Hon. Stephen Mandel
Member for Edmonton-Whitemud

The Speaker: Hon. members, I have received from the Chief
Electoral Officer of Alberta the report of the returning officer for
the constituency of Edmonton-Whitemud containing the results of
the by-election conducted there on October 27, 2014, which states
that a by-election was held in the constituency of Edmonton-
Whitemud and that the Hon. Mr. Stephen Mandel was duly
elected as the Member for Edmonton-Whitemud.

[Mr. Prentice escorted Mr. Mandel to the Mace]

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour of presenting the
Hon. Mr. Stephen Mandel, the newly elected Member for
Edmonton-Whitemud, who has taken the oath of office as a
Member of the Legislative Assembly, has inscribed the roll, and is
prepared to take his seat, assuming his right.

The Speaker: Congratulations. Let the hon. member take his seat.
[applause]

Presentation to the Assembly of Hon. Gordon Dirks
Member for Calgary-Elbow

The Speaker: Hon. members, I have received from the Chief
Electoral Officer of Alberta the report of the returning officer for
the constituency of Calgary-Elbow containing the results of the
by-election conducted there on October 27, 2014, which states that
a by-election was held in the constituency of Calgary-Elbow and
that the Hon. Mr. Gordon Dirks was duly elected as the Member
for Calgary-Elbow.

[Mr. Prentice escorted Mr. Dirks to the Mace]

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to present the Hon.
Mr. Gordon Dirks, the newly elected Member for Calgary-Elbow,
who has taken the oath of office as a Member of the Legislative
Assembly of Alberta, has inscribed the roll, and is prepared to
exercise his right to take his seat.

The Speaker: Congratulations. Let the hon. member take his seat.
[applause]

Presentation to the Assembly of Mr. Mike Ellis
Member for Calgary-West

The Speaker: Hon. members, I have received from the Chief
Electoral Officer of Alberta the report of the returning officer for
the constituency of Calgary-West containing the results of the by-
election conducted on October 27, 2014, which states that a by-
election was held in the constituency of Calgary-West and that
Mr. Mike Ellis was duly elected as the Member for Calgary-West.

[Mr. Prentice escorted Mr. Ellis to the Mace]
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Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to present the hon.
Mr. Mike Ellis, the newly elected Member for Calgary-West, who
has taken the oath as a Member of the Legislative Assembly of
Alberta, has inscribed the roll, and is prepared to exercise his right
to take his seat.

The Speaker: Congratulations. Let the hon. member take his seat.
[applause]

Entrance of the Lieutenant Governor

[The Premier, the Clerk, and the Sergeant-at-Arms left the
Chamber to attend the Lieutenant Governor]

[The Mace was draped]

The Speaker: Hon. members, the brass section of the Royal
Canadian Artillery Band will now play a brief musical interlude.
The piece to be performed today is entitled Prelude No. 14 by
Dmitri Shostakovich.

The RCA Band, Canada’s oldest regular army band, was
formed in Quebec City in 1879. It was subsequently stationed in
Montreal and Halifax. It has seen service in both world wars and
in Korea, and it has travelled across Canada and even beyond our
borders. Reconstituted in Edmonton in 1997, the band is today
under the direction of Captain Patrice Arsenault, CD, who is in the
Speaker’s gallery. Bienvenue, M. Arsenault.

May we now proceed with the interlude. Thank you.

[The Sergeant-at-Arms knocked on the main doors of the
Chamber three times. The Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms opened the
doors, and the Sergeant-at-Arms entered]

The Sergeant-at-Arms: Ladies and gentlemen, all rise, please.
Mr. Speaker, His Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant
Governor awaits.

The Speaker: Sergeant-at-Arms, admit His Honour the Honourable
the Lieutenant Governor.

[A fanfare of trumpets sounded]

[Preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, His Honour the Lieutenant
Governor of Alberta, Colonel (Retired) Donald S. Ethell, OC,
OMM, AOE, MSC, CD, LLD, and Mrs. Ethell, their party, the
Premier, and the Clerk entered the Chamber. His Honour took his
place upon the throne]

His Honour: Thank you. Pray be seated.
Good morning — sorry. [interjections] You’re all late.

Speech from the Throne

His Honour: My fellow Albertans, welcome to the Third Session
of the 28th Alberta Legislature. It is my honour to deliver the
Speech from the Throne as Alberta’s Lieutenant Governor.

Today we are in the midst of Metis Week. So I begin with a
special greeting to Albertans of Métis descent. I invite all Albertans
to learn about and celebrate the many contributions of Métis
Albertans to our province.

We come here together to serve the people of Alberta, a
province that has been blessed beyond all measure with the gifts
of abundant natural resources, rich soil that sustains our
agriculture and forestry sectors, and the beautiful forests and
prairies, lakes and rivers, mountains and foothills that are our
natural heritage.

But we value most what Albertans themselves bring to our
province: an entrepreneurial spirit, hard work and innovation, a
commitment to excellence, and the ethics of compassion and
service to others. All these things make Alberta a place of promise
and opportunity like no other.

As the elected representatives of the people of Alberta we all
share a great responsibility: to capture that promise and seize the
opportunity so that future Albertans, whether they are born here or
are among the tens of thousands of newcomers who join our
province every year, will have the best quality of life possible.

Ladies and gentlemen, your government will do exactly this.
Nine weeks ago we put Alberta under new management. Our new
government understands that we will be challenged like never
before to balance strong fiscal stewardship and accountability with
meeting the needs of a growing province. Today we are home to
just over 4 million people. By 2040, in a little more than a
generation, we will be home to more than 6 million. The decisions
we make in the next five years must lay the foundation for our
prosperity and success for today and for all those future Albertans.

This government is focused on the clear priorities of Albertans,
reflecting Albertans’ values and ambitions for today while
ensuring that a strong foundation is set for future generations. Five
key principles underline our efforts: a focused commitment to
sound, conservative fiscal principles; ending entitlements and
restoring public trust; maximizing the value of our natural
resources and respecting property rights; establishing our province
as an environmental leader; and increasing Albertans’ quality of
life by being a leader in the areas of health, education, seniors’
care, and skills training.

We will deliver good, prudent government, characterized by
accountability and transparency. We will work tirelessly to earn
and keep Albertans’ trust. We will serve Albertans with the
honour and respect they deserve. We will keep our province on a
firm fiscal foundation, characterized by balanced budgets, a small
cabinet and a small government, low taxes and no sales tax, a
responsible program of capital investment, and a disciplined
savings plan.

And we will deliver excellence in all the things Albertans want
and need: top quality health care; education and skills training;
safe, respectful care for our seniors; modern, efficient roads and
infrastructure; vibrant cities and inclusive communities; and a
clean, healthy environment.

The government’s priorities will be those set by Albertans
themselves, and the government’s actions will reflect Albertans’
values. We will always remember that we are here to serve the
people of this province.

A Focused Commitment to Sound, Conservative
Fiscal Principles

Albertans rightly expect their government to use taxpayer
dollars wisely and to achieve the best possible outcomes for
money spent. This government will deliver in a manner that is
both transparent and accountable to Albertans.

Our province was built on solid, conservative fiscal principles
that have served Albertans well. However, a budget tied to volatile
energy prices imperils our fiscal resilience over the long term. We
must align spending with a realistic assessment of the financial
capacity we can sustain responsibly, without risking the prosperity
of our children and grandchildren. Your government will be
cautious in budgeting, prudent in spending, and diligent in saving.

At the same time Alberta’s tremendous population and economic
growth have shown us the peril of failing to maintain what we have
and the importance of investing in what we need. To ensure fiscal
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prudence and discipline, your government will continue to use
conservative revenue forecasts for budget purposes.

The results-based budgeting review will be completed with a
focus on more efficient and effective program delivery. The rate
of increase on spending for government operations will be kept
below the rate of population growth and inflation.

At the same time we will protect what is most important to
Albertans. Government will maintain a contingency fund to
protect priority programs from revenue volatility and to respond to
emergencies like flood mitigation. New emphasis will be placed
on better maintaining our assets and on investing to extend the
life, use, and cost of what we have.

We will pursue opportunities for more innovative delivery of
needed provincial capital infrastructure. We will only borrow for
capital purposes, never for operations, and only with a clear debt
repayment plan in place. We will introduce a straightforward
budget presentation to ensure that Albertans have a clearer
understanding of the province’s finances and where and how their
taxpayer dollars are being used. And we will issue a semi-annual
update on Alberta’s savings plan to report to the people of Alberta
on the performance of their savings.

Ending Entitlements and Restoring the Public Trust

Public service is a privilege, and the actions of public servants
must be guided by this fundamental principle. Your government
pledges to honour the trust Albertans have placed in their elected
representatives and respect those it serves in everything we do.

A review has already begun of agencies, boards, and commis-
sions, to ensure they are performing to the maximum benefit of
Albertans. New accountability legislation and complementary
Treasury Board directives will begin to reshape the legislative
framework governing ethical standards and accountability
measures for those who serve Albertans. Actions here will
strengthen conflict-of-interest guidelines for political staff, extend
cooling-off periods for political staff and senior civil servants,
eliminate excessive severance packages for political staff,
eliminate sole-sourced contracts in all but exceptional circum-
stances, and clarify the distinction between the role of registered
lobbyists and government consultants.

Maximizing the Value of Our Natural Resources
and Respecting Property Rights

Our province’s natural resources are the cornerstone of the
strongest and best performing economy in Canada. In addition to
conventional resources like oil, natural gas, and coal, Alberta is
rich in renewable resources, including biomass, wind, hydro, and
solar resources. And our natural conditions come together with
human ingenuity to make our province a world leader in
agricultural production and forestry.

Many people come to Alberta in search of opportunity. And
they find it here, in an economy that runs on entrepreneurialism,
innovation, and hard work. Albertans are truly global citizens with
aspirations and abilities that extend far beyond our province’s
borders.

But limited access to global markets restricts Alberta’s potential
and costs Albertans and Canadians billions of dollars every year,
limiting our prosperity and ability to control our economic
destiny.

Your government will focus on enhancing market access for all
our exports so we can diversify our client base, capture global
prices, and open Alberta to the widest range of emerging
opportunities.

Alberta will focus its efforts on the Asia Pacific region, which
holds the greatest potential for growth in exports. Much focused
work has been done here, including through the Asia Advisory
Council, which considered opportunities to expand economic,
research, education, and cultural opportunities between Alberta
and Asia.

There are also emerging opportunities in our traditional market,
the United States, and in Europe, where the conclusion of
negotiations on the Canada-EU free trade agreement, once
ratified, will further open the world’s largest market for Alberta’s
products and services.

Government will develop a focused regional strategy to expand
Alberta’s presence in key markets, ensure the right supports are in
place for exporters, and build the relationships that will underpin
long-term, mutually beneficial trade partnerships.

Our success in the 21st century will depend on how well we
seize the opportunities that exist in the Asia Pacific region. That is
why we will continue to work closely within the New West
Partnership, a powerful partnership across British Columbia,
Alberta, and Saskatchewan, representing a market of nearly 10
million people and economies worth half a trillion dollars, to drive
national focus toward the urgency of ensuring that Canada’s
market access challenges are addressed.

Yet we have a 20th-century export infrastructure preventing
Alberta and Canada from realizing its full economic potential.
There is a lack of pipeline infrastructure to move energy products
to tidewater. There is a shortage of rail capacity to move
agriculture, energy, and forest products to export terminals.

Despite sustained advocacy and multiple World Trade
Organization rulings in our favour mandatory country of origin
labelling requirements in the United States continue to be a
significant barrier to beef and pork exports into that country.

Your government will continue to work in partnership with
other Canadian provinces, territories, and the federal government.
These efforts will include advocating for expanded export and
transportation capacity, whether by truck, air, pipeline, or rail, to
improve access to all markets, including Atlantic Canada, the west
coast, the Gulf coast, and others. Alberta will also seek a
fundamental renewal of the pan-Canadian agreement on internal
trade in order to achieve a broad, comprehensive agreement that
will eliminate trade barriers within our country and create an open,
efficient, and stable domestic market.

Alberta is also taking steps to support innovation in the
development of new products, including value-added opportunities
in the resource sector. Our province already produces high-quality
food products while demonstrating leadership in environmental
stewardship, animal welfare, plant health, and food safety. We will
make annual investments to enhance agricultural research and
innovation and further develop the food processing industry.
Government has introduced the rural economic development action
plan and is continuing to implement the Rural Alberta Business
Centre to support continued economic growth in rural Alberta.

We are also making investments to support economic growth all
over Alberta, beginning with our transportation infrastructure.
Every day Albertans rely on our provincial highway network to
get them to school and work safely. As a province we also rely on
this network to develop our natural resources and get products to
market. With over 28,000 kilometres of paved highway and more
than 4,000 bridges we know that proper maintenance and renewal
are essential to ensuring that Albertans have safe, reliable travel.

In addition to completing major projects like highway 63 and
the ring roads, we must focus more on rehabilitation, intersection
improvement, and bridge maintenance and repair, especially
across rural Alberta. Investment now means improved safety for



4 Alberta Hansard

November 17, 2014

the travelling public and less spent replacing aging infrastructure
later.

Work continues on the development of a long-term transportation
strategy, reflecting public consultations last spring, including the
importance of public transit, the need for more free-flow highway
corridors, and the desire to reduce our environmental footprint.

Market access, product innovation, and investments in
infrastructure are all key elements of a thriving free-market
economy. But its foundation must be the recognition and
protection of private property. Private ownership of land is a
fundamental and essential principle of our democracy and our
economy. This government respects the property rights of
Albertans and has heard the strong recommendations provided
through the Property Rights Task Force. The introduction of Bill 1
today will begin to foster a culture of respect by acting on what
landowners have told us already. Bill 1 signals the beginning of
government’s commitment to rebuild relationships with property
owners in Alberta.

Other steps that will be taken to strengthen Alberta’s economy
include new supports for small businesses and exploring how
government can continue to deliver public land titles services in
new ways that provide enhanced access for Albertans.

Alberta will also work in partnership with employers, munici-
palities, and the government of Canada to integrate labour force
strategies that provide durable solutions to the challenges of
people without jobs and jobs without people. These will include
tackling the mismatch between some of the educational paths
Albertans follow and where the jobs are, removing barriers to
labour mobility, and recognizing that local, national, and
international workers are crucial to the success of our province.
We will also continue to provide supports for those who are
looking for work or who are underrepresented in the workforce,
including people with disabilities.

Establishing Alberta as an Environmental Leader

If we talk about being a leader in the energy, agriculture, or
forestry business, then we are in the environment business. Our
customers expect this, and Albertans themselves demand it. Clean
air, fresh water, and thriving biodiversity are part of our identity as
Albertans and Canadians, something which Alberta shares with
visitors from around the world through our exceptional tourism
industry.

But we cannot just spread the word on the steps we have
already taken. Alberta must take meaningful, effective action to
show we are as serious about the environment business as we are
about the energy business. This includes ongoing work with
stakeholders and industry on the development of a new tailings
management framework and taking action to protect the
Athabasca River and its neighbouring ecosystems.

Alberta must build on the leadership that made us the first
jurisdiction in North America to regulate greenhouse gas
emissions and among the first to put a price on carbon. We will
bring all parties — industry, environmental groups, aboriginal
groups, and all affected Albertans — to the table to find common
ground on environmental, economic, and social priorities.

In the year ahead our work will expand through the develop-
ment of a new climate change framework that will outline
strategies to drive emissions reductions. This means moving
increasingly towards lower emissions sources, including natural
gas and renewables. It means ensuring Alberta communities are
more resilient to the impacts of a changing climate. It includes
advancing efforts to monitor, measure, and report on our progress.
It means pursuing local and global partnerships and alliances to

maximize our results. We will ensure that Alberta industry remains
competitive, and we will meet the challenge of demonstrating real
environmental leadership through meaningful action.

Enhancing Albertans’ Quality of Life

Every effort of your government is focused on the
fundamental goal of ensuring Albertans have the best quality of
life possible. Albertans want to know that there will be schools for
their children, supportive care and services for aging parents, and
access to high-quality health care for everyone. They want to
know that even while we deliver on fiscal promises, we are
focused on ensuring our health and education systems, our
communities, and cities will be able to meet the needs of our
province as it grows to become a home for 6 million Albertans.
They want to see smart investment and system improvement,
getting full value for the money we do invest, reflected in system
improvement across all areas of government.

Nowhere is this need more urgent than in the delivery of their
health care. Albertans want a system that is patient focused and
sustainable. They want to see outcomes improve. We know there
is tremendous local knowledge in our communities and great
expertise in our front-line health care workers. We want to
empower health care providers to have more input into decision-
making at the local level. This will take shape through refined
relationships with health advisory councils and through a renewed
focus on clinical standards, with input from medical professionals
and key stakeholders.

Your government is focused on improving flow into and
through the health system through multiple, integrated initiatives.
This includes the continuing care capacity plan that will open 464
existing continuing care spaces and create more than 1,500 new
spaces. This is in addition to the 1,400 spaces already set to open
between 2016 and 2018. New continuing care spaces will ensure
that seniors and others with complex needs receive the care they
need in safe, comfortable, and appropriate settings while freeing
up beds in hospital wards and emergency departments. Your
government is committed to providing the right kind of care and
housing options for seniors, at the right time, and as close to home
as possible.

Additional work is also under way to address specific
challenges within the health system, including patient access,
waiting times, the need to speed up the transfer of patients from
ambulances, the challenges of rural and remote communities, the
availability of mental health supports for Alberta’s children, and
the need to develop a wellness strategy for Albertans.

A good education is the first step to a productive, fulfilling life.
Albertans rightly expect excellence in education. Government
must focus on providing students with the quality education they
will need to thrive in the future. The recent announcement of 75
school projects brings the three-phase plan for Alberta’s school
infrastructure to 230 capital projects, creating more than 78,000
new spaces. This is the largest school construction project in
Canadian history, and it is essential to keep pace with 10 years of
record growth in Alberta’s student population.

We are also committed to improving the way we teach and
support our students and teachers. This government will work to
ensure that the basics of literacy and numeracy are the foundation
for all student learning from kindergarten through grade 12. We
will also work to ensure students have opportunities to acquire
21st-century competencies such as innovation, communication,
and collaboration.

We are working with education partners to deliver innovative
learning opportunities such as dual-credit programming, which
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allows high school students to develop high-demand skills and get
a head start on postsecondary learning or workplace training
through one of the many institutions under the Campus Alberta
umbrella. Your government will work with postsecondary
institutions to meet our province’s need for skilled entrepreneurs,
professionals, researchers, and workers. We are exploring new
ways to strengthen the system that will allow all learners to access
and transfer within Campus Alberta. Innovation investments will
be aligned to better support and encourage innovative thinking and
revenue generation within the Campus Alberta system.

We will also target supports for apprentices, low-income,
northern, and aboriginal learners, all of whom have a vital role to
play in meeting the growing need for skilled workers across Alberta.

Excelling in health, education, seniors’ care, and skills training
means investing in the structures these systems need. Government
is broadening the planning horizon for its capital plan with the
development of a five-year intermediate plan and a 25-year long-
term plan. These will ensure priority needs will be met in an
orderly and cost-effective way.

We also recognize the need to take care of the infrastructure that
is already in place and have begun to deal with the maintenance
backlog using a planned and deliberate approach. To ensure
transparency and accountability, your government will introduce
regular, twice-yearly report cards on the status of infrastructure
projects across the province. The first will be tabled in the
Legislature during this session.

Strong, modern, culturally vibrant cities and municipalities are
at the heart of our province. Your government will provide
Alberta municipalities with a solid foundation for growth. We will
continue to provide significant, predictable funding to support local
infrastructure and services through the municipal sustainability
initiative. We will review the Municipal Government Act, working
in partnership with the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association,
the Alberta Association of Municipal Districts and Counties, all of
our other municipal partners, and other stakeholders. And we will
build on the recent signing of the framework agreement with
Edmonton and Calgary and work with both municipalities to
achieve the key milestones in the framework by spring of 2016.

Your government is also focused on being better partners to
aboriginal communities, including those living in urban Alberta.
Aboriginal people have important contributions to make to our
cities, but sometimes the transition from rural or isolated
communities to urban centres can be challenging. Your govern-
ment will work directly with First Nations, Métis, and Inuit
communities along with urban aboriginal organizations and
federal and municipal governments to develop and support
initiatives to ease transitions to urban centres and into new
opportunities. We will devote new energy to addressing the
unacceptable gaps in education achievement between aboriginal
and nonaboriginal students by building partnerships and support
for First Nations, Métis, and Inuit people to use their skills,
knowledge, and perspectives in the workforce.

In addition, a new bill will be introduced to improve protection
for condo owners and buyers, improve transparency and
accountability of condo boards, and create a faster, more affordable
dispute resolution system.

Your government will work with the Premier’s Council on
Culture to develop a culture plan to promote sustainability and
long-term growth across Alberta’s vibrant arts and culture sector.

And work on a new volunteerism strategy will commence to
ensure that our province’s nonprofit and voluntary sector,
comprising almost 25,000 charities and organizations, remains
strong in its exceptional contributions to Albertans’ quality of life.

Your government is also working to ensure children, low-
income Albertans, and others who are vulnerable are protected.
Changes in the justice system will put the needs of children and
families first through reforms focusing on early and final
resolution of disputes and by improving the efficiency of the
maintenance enforcement program. Legal aid funding is being
increased to allow more low-income Albertans, including AISH
recipients, to access the justice system.

From prenatal to young adult, plans are under way to support
young Albertans by tackling youth homelessness under the 10-
year plan to end homelessness and through the early years
strategy. They will provide important supports for Alberta’s
children and youth, helping them transition between community
systems and support services to healthy adulthood.

Finally, for the many Alberta communities that are still
recovering from the 2013 flooding, government is taking immediate
action to resolve outstanding disaster recovery program appeals
before the end of this year. A comprehensive flood mitigation plan
will include the construction of a south diversion of the Highwood
River and a dry reservoir near Springbank. These are components of
a program that ensures Alberta communities are better protected
from future flooding through solutions that are affordable,
environmentally defensible, and quickly actionable.

Conclusion

Ladies and gentlemen, this is your government’s plan for
Alberta. It begins with the understanding that government’s role is
to serve Albertans honourably, respectfully, and ethically.
Government’s priorities must be those set by Albertans themselves.

It follows that our province must remain on a firm fiscal
foundation, characterized by the sound, conservative fiscal
principles that have served Alberta well. We must make the most
of the many natural gifts bestowed on Alberta and through wise
management and hard work turn the blessings we have been given
into long-lasting security and prosperity. We must act now and act
together to conserve our greatest gift of all, the natural splendour,
majesty, and beauty of Alberta.

And we must work together thoughtfully and deliberately to
preserve and enhance the tremendous quality of life enjoyed by
Albertans. This is a precious legacy handed down to us from those
who built our province. And it is our most solemn duty, in turn, to
bestow what we received on our own children and grandchildren
and everyone who will one day call this great province home.

This is your government’s commitment to this Assembly and to
all Albertans.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.

God bless Alberta.

God bless Canada.

God save the Queen.

The Sergeant-at-Arms: Order! All rise, please.

The Speaker: Ladies and gentlemen, I would now invite Robert
Clark, accompanied by the Royal Canadian Artillery Band, to lead
us in the singing of God Save The Queen. Please remain standing
at the conclusion of our singing.

Hon. Members and Guests:
God save our gracious Queen,
long live our noble Queen,
God save The Queen!

Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
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long to reign over us;
God save The Queen!

The Sergeant-at-Arms: Order!

[Preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, Their Honours, their party,
and the Premier left the Chamber as a fanfare of trumpets
sounded]

The Speaker: Thank you.
Please be seated.

[The Mace was uncovered]

The Speaker: Hon. members, ladies and gentlemen, today we
welcomed four new members to our Legislative Assembly. As we
know, Alberta became a province on September 1, 1905. Since
that time there have been 28 general elections in Alberta and 104
by-elections, the most recent of which were held on October 27.

The 1905 federal statute establishing Alberta as a province and
the Legislative Assembly of Alberta was the Alberta Act. It
specified that the Legislative Assembly would be comprised of 25
members. The first official census of our newly created province
was held in 1906, and it determined that our population was then
185,412 people. Accordingly, at that time there was 1 elected
member per 7,416 residents.

In 1909 during the Fourth Session of the First Legislature the
members of the Assembly passed the Legislative Assembly Act.
That act increased the number of elected members in the
Assembly to 41. The population of our province was of course
growing at an astounding pace. This fact was borne out by the
next official census, in 1911, when our population totalled
374,663 people, more than double the population of 1906.
Therefore, there was now 1 member for every 9,138 residents.

Over the years the number of elected members has grown, just
to keep pace with the burgeoning population of Alberta, as
follows: in 1913 there were 56 members, in 1930 63 members, in
1957 65 members, in 1970 75 members, in 1985 83 members, and
as of our last adjustment back in 2012 there are now 87 members.
Today, according to the latest estimates, our population now
boasts a resounding 4,121,692 people, which means we now have
1 elected member for every 47,376 residents. Quite a jump.

[The Premier returned to the Chamber]

In 2008 the Legislature Library undertook a project to establish
definitively how many individuals have been honoured by being
elected to this Assembly since 1905. Once elected, each member
takes a special oath, signs the oath of allegiance book on the day
he or she is sworn in, and begins his or her duties. The stats and
numbers that I mentioned earlier reflect on our place in the
illustrious history of the province of Alberta, and as members get
elected to this Assembly, each of them gets a number. Let me
recite three of them for you. Member 1, of course, was our first
Premier, the hon. Alexander C. Rutherford. Member 46 was R.B.
Bennett, who served as an MLA from 1909 to 1911, then as Prime
Minister of Canada from 1930 to 1935. Member 93 was Louise
McKinney, who was also the first woman elected to this Assembly
and, of course, helped champion the cause of having women
become recognized as persons. Through the aforementioned 28
general elections and 104 by-elections a total of only 833
individuals have taken their place in this Assembly as an elected
member.

We take our responsibilities very seriously. We all believe
strongly in the work we do here. We all believe strongly in the
democratic process, we all believe in the healthy legislative debate

in which we engage in this Chamber, and we are reminded of the
events that just took place on Parliament Hill, which in turn
remind all of us of just how precious those rights and freedoms are
to each and every one of us as contributing members of society
and that all of us, each and every one of us, has a role to play, be it
great or be it small, in ensuring those rights and freedoms are
maintained and used for the greater good of us all.
Thank you.

Tablings

The Speaker: Hon. members, I have the honour now to table a
copy of the speech graciously given by His Honour the
Honourable the Lieutenant Governor.

Introduction of Bills

The Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Bill 1
Respecting Property Rights Act

Mr. Prentice: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I request leave to
introduce a bill being Bill 1, the Respecting Property Rights Act.

It is a great honour to rise today and introduce our new
government’s first piece of legislation, Bill 1, Respecting Property
Rights Act. Mr. Speaker, I am passionate about property rights,
and during the leadership race this summer I made a commitment
to restore trust with landowners and introduce legislation to ensure
Albertans’ property rights are respected. Bill 1 is the first step to
accomplishing this.

We reviewed the existing legislation and listened to the
concerns of Albertans. By repealing the Land Assembly Project
Area Act, we are responding to Albertans’ concerns. Further, Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to the Property Rights Advocate Act the 2012
and 2013 Property Rights Advocate’s reports will be referred to
committee for review during this fall session. We look forward to
hearing from the committee following their review.

Property rights are a bedrock and a foundation of this province,
so much so that we as a province incorporated the protection of
property rights into the Alberta Bill of Rights. I am standing up
today in defence of the property rights of Albertans, as I have my
entire life. It is the responsibility of this government to find a
balance between individual rights on the one hand and the rights
of the public and the province as a whole on the other. By
introducing Bill 1 today, this government is keeping its commitment
to the people of Alberta to ensure a balanced approach to property
rights. It’s our commitment to a clear and fair process, Mr. Speaker,
a process that respects this Legislative Assembly and respects the
input of members of this Assembly in that process.

It gives me great pleasure to stand today to introduce this bill to
address landowners’ concerns and uphold their rights.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

[Motion carried; Bill 1 read a first time]

Motions

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, I move that the speech of His Honour
the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor to this Assembly be
taken into consideration on Tuesday, November 18, 2014.

[Motion carried]

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.
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Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I rise to move [Motion carried; the Assembly adjourned at 4:14 p.m. to Tuesday
that the Assembly stand adjourned until Tuesday, November 18, at at 1:30 p.m.]
1:30 p.m.
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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

1:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 18, 2014

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Dear Lord, as we begin this first week of work in
this Assembly, help us to proceed with the respect and honour that
our institution deserves, and fill our hearts and minds with wisdom
and determination to always do what is right for our constituents,
for our province, and indeed for our country. Amen.

Please be seated.

Hon. members, as is our custom, we pay tribute on our first day
to members and former members of this Assembly who have
passed away since we last met. With our admiration and respect
there is gratitude to members of the families who have shared the
burdens connected to public office and public service.

Today I would like to welcome members and/or representatives
of the Stevens family, the Hutton family, and the Diachuk family,
all of whom I will introduce to you a bit later. In addition, I would
also like to acknowledge the Alexander family, with whom we
have been in contact but none of whom were able to join us in
person today. Nonetheless, we know they are here with us in
spirit.

Mr. Ronald Gordon Stevens, QC
September 17, 1949, to May 13, 2014

The Speaker: In 1997 Mr. Ron Stevens was elected to serve as
the Member for Calgary-Glenmore in this Assembly. Prior to his
election he had a successful career as a civil litigation lawyer and
was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1996. He served in this
Assembly for 12 years and held the positions of minister of
gaming, Minister of Justice and Attorney General, Minister of
International and Intergovernmental Relations, and Deputy
Premier from 2007 through 2009. With his strong work ethic and
keen intellect, Mr. Stevens made many contributions to our
province through this Assembly. Of particular note, he sponsored
the Holocaust Memorial Day and Genocide Remembrance Act.
He also introduced the private member’s bill which ultimately
gave us our official dress tartan. Mr. Stevens resigned in May of
2009 to continue to serve Albertans as a justice of the Court of
Queen’s Bench.

Mr. Drew Hutton
October 8, 1953, to August 18, 2014

The Speaker: Mr. Drew Hutton served as the Member for
Edmonton-Glenora from 2001 until 2004. Prior to being elected,
he was the executive director of the Glenrose Foundation from
1998 to 2000 and held various roles within the Alberta civil
service for almost 20 years. Mr. Hutton believed in giving back to
the community and worked with many charities and organizations,
including the Kidney Foundation and the United Way. He was an
accomplished Masters runner and volunteered with the Edmonton
Festival Marathon Society and with the Edmonton 2001 ITU
triathlon championship committee. Most recently Mr. Hutton was
serving as the director of U.S.A. trade and investment in the
Ministry of International and Intergovernmental Relations.

Mr. Bill Wasyl Diachuk
October 8, 1929, to October 17, 2014

The Speaker: Mr. Bill Diachuk served as the Member for
Edmonton Beverly from 1971 until 1986. In his first term he was
elected as Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees and served in
that role until 1975. In 1979 he was appointed minister responsible
for workers’ health, safety, and compensation and held that
position for seven years.

Throughout his life Mr. Diachuk was actively involved in the
community. He served as a separate school trustee, volunteered
with numerous organizations and associations, assisted farmers as
far away as Brazil to set up sustainable herbal tea crops, and
helped build a children’s park and a lung clinic in Lviv, Ukraine.
Over the years Mr. Diachuk received many honours, including the
Michael Luchkovich award, the Shevchenko medal, the Stars of
Alberta award, and was made an officer brother within the Order
of St. John.

Mr. Robert Keith Alexander
July 23, 1930, to November 12, 2014

The Speaker: Born in Vulcan, Alberta, Mr. Keith Alexander was
elected as the Member for Edmonton-Whitemud on November 2,
1982, and served until November 5, 1985. In 1,100 days of service
in the 20th Legislature Mr. Alexander made his presence known
by chairing the committee on regulatory reform and by sitting on
numerous other committees. Mr. Alexander was a former
champion amateur golfer whose many victories secured him a
place in both the Canadian Golf Hall of Fame in 1985 and in the
Alberta sports hall of fame in 1986. Of particular note was the
invitation, which he honoured, to play in the Masters alongside
Byron Nelson.

In a moment of silent prayer I would ask you to remember Mr.
Stevens, Mr. Hutton, Mr. Diachuk, and Mr. Alexander as you may
have known them. Please rise.

O Lord, grant rest eternal unto each of them, and let light
perpetual shine ever upon them. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Visitors

The Speaker: Hon. members, continuing onward, we have with
us today members and/or representatives from the Stevens,
Hutton, and Diachuk families, and I would ask that they rise and
remain standing as I call their names, and then we can welcome
them all at the end with our thanks through our applause.

Representing the Stevens family is Jeremy Chorney, long-time
family friend of the family, of course, and of former member Ron
Stevens.

Representing the Hutton family are Marcy Hutton, wife of
former member Drew Hutton; Mackenzie Hutton, daughter of Mr.
Hutton; Jordan Schell, nephew of Mr. Hutton; Stacy Schell, niece
of Mr. Hutton; Jodi Schell, sister-in-law of Mr. Hutton; and
Andrew Keats, family friend of Mr. Hutton.

Representing the Diachuk family are Ollie Diachuk, wife of
former member Bill Diachuk; Teresa Diachuk, daughter of Mr.
Diachuk; and Brenda Diachuk, daughter of Mr. Diachuk.

We also want to reach out to the Alexander family, whom I
referred to earlier, none of whom, unfortunately, were able to join
us today. Nonetheless, please know that our thoughts and prayers
are with you and with all.

Please join me in welcoming and thanking our guests. [applause]
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1:40 Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: We have school groups, that are traditionally first,
and I think we have the hon. Minister of Health ready to make an
introduction, followed by Sherwood Park.

Mr. Mandel: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure to rise
today and introduce to you and through you to this Assembly a
group of 37 grade 6 students from Monsignor William Irwin
Catholic school in the constituency of Edmonton-Whitemud, who
are seated in the public gallery. These students are here this week
to participate in the Legislature school. Their teacher, Mr. Nick
Freeman, and a parent, Mike Smith, are joining them. I ask the
students and their teacher from Monsignor William Irwin
elementary school to please rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome from this Assembly.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Sherwood Park.

Ms Olesen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm so pleased to introduce
to you and through you to all members of this Assembly 58 grade
6 students, very bright and talented grade 6 students, from St.
Theresa Catholic middle school. They are accompanied by their
teachers, Mr. Kurt Davison and Ms Stefanie Kaiser, and by Cathy
Kennard, Trinity Senuk, and Vanessa Jans. I ask that the group
from St. Theresa Catholic school please rise and receive the
traditional warm welcome from this Assembly.

The Speaker: Are there other school groups?

If not, let us move on to the next category of important friends,
guests, and acquaintances and begin with the hon. Premier, who, |
believe, has an introduction to make.

Mr. Prentice: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would also acknowledge
the family and friends of Ron Stevens, Drew Hutton, Bill
Diachuk, and Keith Alexander together with the other guests.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise today to introduce to you and
through you Mrs. Karen Prentice. Mrs. Prentice is my spouse of
31 years, as you may have guessed. She is a successful personal
lawyer in her own right. She has succeeded, while I have been
occupied with other matters, in raising three daughters and is now
providing the same leadership to raising two grandchildren. She
also sits on a number of charitable boards in Alberta and, indeed,
across the country. I would ask Karen to please rise — I would not
be here without her — and receive the traditional warm welcome of
the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Innisfail-Sylvan Lake.

Mrs. Towle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two introductions.
Would you like me to do them one right after the other?

My first introduction. It is my pleasure to introduce to you and
through you to all Members of this Legislative Assembly Charlene
Preston. Charlene is my constituency assistant in Innisfail-Sylvan
Lake. She’s a friend, she’s an adviser, and honestly I could not do
as good a job as I do without her help. If Charlene could stand and
receive the warm welcome of this Assembly.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, it truly is an honour and a pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to all members of this House
three very special members of my own family: our daughter
Jessica, who is here and has taught me more about kindness than |
will ever know; our daughter Madison, who is an amazing spirit
and a member of the seventh squadron Penhold air cadets and who

won the top cadet at summer camp this summer before Penhold
closed; and, of course, my mom, Bertha, who has always stood
beside me in hard times, good times, knows I’'m not perfect and
that I make lots of mistakes but who has always been proud of me
and makes me want to work harder each and every day. I would
ask all of you to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of
this House.

The Speaker: The Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development,
followed by the Minister of Environment and Sustainable Resource
Development.

Mr. Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm proud to be associated
with a great group of people who work in my department. They’re
very outward looking, and they deal with Albertans every day.
They are trained by a group of people within my department who
are here today, 16 people from my ag-industry extension and
training branch. I’d like to call their names, and they can rise as I
call them and stay standing. They are Lois Hameister, Susan
Lacombe, Chris Onciul, Karen Carle, Eugene Balogh, Stephanie
Irvine, Deb Ratcliff, Charles Young, Mark Kelly, John Gillmore,
Lee Harper, Caitlynn Reesor, Barb Shackel-Hardman, Lori McRae,
Sharon Stollery, and Cameron Horner. These people do great work
for the people of the province of Alberta and our department. I’d
like to thank them and welcome them here today. I’d ask my
colleagues to join in welcome with the traditional welcome of the
Legislature.

The Speaker: The Minister of Environment and Sustainable
Resource Development, followed by the leader of the Alberta
Liberal opposition.

Mr. Fawcett: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour
to introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly two very important people in my life. In fact, if it
weren’t for them, I don’t think I would be here. I’d like to
introduce my parents, Brian and Gay Fawcett, who have come
here for the throne speech and to watch question period today.
They successfully raised three boys — I don’t know how they did it
sometimes — with a tremendous amount of sacrifice, compassion,
and understanding. I know that we don’t always say it enough,
but, Mom and Dad, I love you and thank you for being here.
Please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly.

Dr. Sherman: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Alberta Liberals I
would like to thank the families of Drew Hutton, Ron Stevens,
Bill Diachuk, and Mr. Alexander for sharing them with the
province of Alberta. Our thoughts and prayers are with you, and
you have our sincerest condolences.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce to you and through you to all
members of this Assembly Mark Hercina and Trudy Ng. Mark and
Trudy are correctional peace officers from Red Deer. Mark sits on
the pension committee with AUPE and is a member of local 3.
Trudy is a secretary for local 3, chapter 12. Mark and Trudy are
hard-working employees of this great province. As AUPE
members they represent the thousands of employees that keep our
province safe. Their focus on pension rights illustrates their
commitment to serving this province. On behalf of the Alberta
Liberals of the Legislature I would ask Mark and Trudy to rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the ND opposition, followed by
the Member for Calgary-West.
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Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my pleasure to rise
today and introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly my very special guests, Ray Martin and Raj Pannu. It’s
a great honour for me to have both Ray and Raj here today to
show their support during my first question period as leader of
Alberta’s NDP. No pressure there at all. Of course, my guests are
no strangers to this House. Ray Martin was leader of our party
from 1984 to 1994, with Raj leading the charge from 2000 to
2004. Just like my colleague the Member for Edmonton-
Highlands-Norwood, they have both left tremendous legacies for
me to follow. I'm grateful to have three former leaders as my
friends and mentors to help me settle into my new role. I would
now like both Ray and Raj to rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-West, followed by
Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Mr. Ellis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to
introduce to you and through you to all members of this Assembly
my guests, Mr. Ron Liepert and Ms Lisa Davis. Former Alberta
Finance minister and former Calgary-West representative Mr.
Liepert is no stranger to this Assembly and will be continuing his
political career as the Conservative candidate for the new riding of
Calgary Signal Hill in the next federal election. Ms Davis managed
my by-election campaign and is a recognized community leader and
a strong advocate for school infrastructure in Calgary-West. My
guests are seated in the members’ gallery, and I would now ask
that they rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of this
Assembly.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Mr. Quadri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to rise
today to introduce to you two gentlemen who are visiting all the
way from Faisalabad, Pakistan: the physician Dr. Najaf Gill,
followed by his nephew who is a local entrepreneur. I would
request that they please rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: Thank you.

1:50 Statement by the Speaker

Rotation for Questions and Members’ Statements
Questions to Members Other than Ministers

The Speaker: Hon. members, the clock reads 1:50. That means
we have to start question period. However, before we proceed
with the daily Routine and the first question period of this session,
I’'m obliged to make a brief statement about changes in the
rotation for Oral Question Period and for Members’ Statements
and the role of legislative secretaries in this Assembly. This
statement is further to my November 10, 2014, memo to all
members, which included the projected sitting days calendar and
the Oral Question Period and Members’ Statements rotations for
the Third Session of the 28th Legislature. I note that my office has
not received a House leaders’ agreement varying the rotations
outlined in the attachments to that memo, so we will proceed on
the basis of those rotations.

The change to the rotations since last session is made necessary
by the changes in caucus membership. The only difference from
the standings when the House leaders’ agreement on rotations was

reached in May 2012 is that there is one independent member,
who was formerly a member of the Wildrose caucus. In keeping
with the practice of an independent member being entitled to ask
one question per sitting week, the Member for Rimbey-Rocky
Mountain House-Sundre will be able to ask the sixth question on
day 4 of the rotation, which will be Monday, November 24, as
today is officially day 1 in the rotation.

The Official Opposition is entitled to the first three questions
each day, the Liberal caucus is entitled to the fourth question, and
the ND caucus is entitled to the fifth question. The Official
Opposition may ask the sixth question each day except for day 4 in
the rotation, when it will be the turn of the aforementioned
Member for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre. The Official
Opposition will be entitled to ask the eighth, 12th, 14th, and 16th
questions each day. Members of the government caucus will be
entitled to ask the ninth, 13th, 15th, and 17th questions each day.
The Liberal caucus may ask the 10th question each day, and the
ND caucus the 11th question. The 18th question will rotate, with
the Official Opposition entitled to ask it on days 1 and 3 of the
rotation — that would be today and Thursday — with the
government caucus asking it on day 2, and the Liberal caucus
being entitled to the 18th question on day 4 of the rotation.

With respect to the rotation for Members’ Statements this has
also been modified to provide for one statement for the
independent member every three weeks. This is reflected on the
projected sitting days calendar that I sent to you under cover of
my November 10, 2014, memo.

I should also point out that there is a motion on the Order Paper
for the sitting to be extended past December 4, 2014. If this
motion passes, there will be a new projected sitting days calendar
issued and sent to everyone.

Another difference from the last time the Assembly met is that
there are now four legislative secretaries and one special adviser,
who have been appointed by the government. I want to reaffirm
past Speakers’ rulings that have been made on the role of
legislative secretaries and/or similar positions. Essentially, as the
occupants of these offices are not members of the Executive
Council, they are not entitled to respond to questions during Oral
Question Period on matters of government policy.

As my predecessor Speaker Kowalski said on April 16, 2008, at
page 13 of Alberta Hansard for that day, “Without detracting from
the work they perform, for the purposes of the Assembly members
occupying these positions are considered private members as
opposed to the government.” The point of Oral Question Period is
to hold the government to account. Legislative secretaries are not
members of Executive Council and therefore cannot respond to
questions on behalf of the government. Speaker Schumacher made
the same point, and you can find that at page 2854 of Alberta
Hansard for November 7, 1994.

If members have any questions about the rotations or any other
matters, for that matter, regarding things in this statement that I’ve
just said, I would encourage you to contact my office as soon as
possible.

Thank you.

Oral Question Period

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition.
First main set of questions.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, I hope you’ll indulge me with a few
extra seconds on the clock to first congratulate the Premier on
winning the leadership of his party and securing his seat.
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Provincial Fiscal Policies

Ms Smith: The Premier claims that we are now under new
management, so I will keep this simple and ask him the first
question that I asked in the Assembly to the member who was the
head of the old management. With oil heading towards $70 a
barrel, this government will have a multibillion-dollar hole in its
budget. How will the Premier get out of this budget hole? Will it
be by increasing the deficit, by raising our taxes, or by wiping out
what’s left of our savings?

The Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Mr. Prentice: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Let me just respond
by thanking the hon. member for her warm and generous
welcome. We have all as members of the Assembly arrived here
in different ways, on different personal journeys, but we all are
here to serve the interests of Albertans. I look very much forward
to working with the hon. member and indeed all members of the
House. As we’ve seen in the throne speech, this government tends
to be very focused on the desires and wishes of Albertans, and I
look forward to working together to achieve exactly that.

If you might indulge me, then, Mr. Speaker, to respond to the
question, Albertans are already the lowest taxed people in the
country by far. This is an enormous advantage, which we intend to
maintain.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, I just want a little more clarity on that
answer because the pundits are speculating that the Premier is
considering new revenue streams. That is code for new taxes. As
his party has indicated, they believe Albertans should be paying
for all sorts of new things like driving down a highway. Will the
Premier assure Albertans that he won’t create any new taxes or
raise any of our current taxes to pay for his spending promises?

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, what I have said publicly and will
continue to say is that $75-per-barrel oil represents a low-price
environment, that every single family and businessperson in this
province is well aware of. This is not business as usual. This will
require some tough decisions on the part of the government. Our
government will bring forward an update specifically on the
finances of the province relative to this position in the current
fiscal year. That will be done by the Minister of Finance in the
week ahead. It will provide Albertans with a very clear picture of
the current fiscal situation. It is a time for prudence and caution.

Ms Smith: Well, Mr. Speaker, you see that he didn’t say no when
I asked that question.

There were also a lot of spending promises in the by-elections
as well as yesterday’s throne speech. However, the throne speech
did say that the government will maintain the sustainability fund,
which, of course, suggests that they won’t be dipping into our
savings. So it’s either going to be higher taxes or more debt or
both. Now, the Premier used to be a senior banker. Will he tell us
how much debt he thinks it would be prudent for Albertans to take
on?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for her
question. I think the best authority on matters relating to banking
is probably Moody’s Investors Service, which today actually
issued a report concerning the creditworthiness of our province
and made the very specific observation that even prices as low as
$60 per barrel for west Texas intermediate crude carried through
for the entire year of 2015-2016, as a hypothetical, would not
impair the triple-A credit rating of the province of Alberta. That’s

fiscal strength. We intend to maintain that through prudence and
discipline.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition.
Second main set of questions.

Ms Smith: I can summarize that, Mr. Speaker. I guess I would say
that it’s yes to both more taxes and more debt.

Property Rights

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, all summer we heard the Premier declare
that he truly understands property rights and that he would fix this
government’s past mistakes. Just yesterday he rose in this
Assembly and made the same promises, and we were hopeful.
Albertans were hopeful. Then we saw the seven-word sentence
which is the text of Bill 1. Does the Premier actually believe that
one act, that has never even been proclaimed, is the totality of
what this government needs to do to fix and protect Albertans’
property rights?

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for her
question. This hon. member does believe that the land assembly
act is a piece of legislation that is overreaching and should be
repealed. Of course, that is the effect of Bill 1.

More than that, however, Mr. Speaker, as this matter proceeds
to committee, the two reports of Alberta’s Property Rights
Advocate from 2012 and 2013 will be referred to the committee. I
would expect the committee and indeed all of the parliamentarians
who are assembled here to work together to arrive at solutions that
respect the process that the government has been through but also
the process that the Property Rights Advocate has recommended.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, the problem is that when this government
thinks that your property rights might get in the way of what they
want to do, they write legislation that allows the cabinet to take
away your rights without due process and without full, fair, and
timely compensation. They did that with the bills commonly
known as Bill 50, Bill 36, Bill 24, and Bill 2, among others. Why
isn’t the Premier addressing the real issues now that he has the
chance?

2:00

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, when it comes to fair and just
and timely compensation, as one who practised law in this area for
over 20 years would observe, it really is the provisions of
Alberta’s Expropriation Act and the Surface Rights Act which
require examination. This is what the Property Rights Advocate
has recommended. This is certainly what I have heard over the
course of the summer in this province. Those are two pieces of
legislation where very specific recommendations will be before
the committee relative to how to move forward. That’s the essence
of Bill 1, to arrive carefully, with the work of everyone in this
Legislature, at how to deal with property rights in our province.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, Bill 36 overrides those acts, and as a
lawyer the Premier should know that.

On property rights it is clear that the Premier has overpromised
and underdelivered, but it’s not too late. My colleague from
Lacombe-Ponoka will be introducing a private member’s motion
that would enshrine property rights in the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms for Alberta. If it passes, a similar motion
will be debated in Ottawa. If the Premier is sincere about
protecting property rights in Alberta, he can declare his support
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for this constitutional change right now. So how about it, Premier?
Are you sincere?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, this is, as the hon. member has
observed, my first day in this parliamentary session; however, I
have been in other parliamentary sessions. I would observe that
it’s good practice to actually comment in this Chamber upon
legislation once it’s introduced, and I intend to do that once it’s
put forward. My record over the course of a lifetime in advocating
on behalf of landowners and property rights, dealing with the
legislative framework that we have in this province is very clear.
That is a path that I continue to pursue and pursue as leader of this
government.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. leader for her third and final set of main
questions.

Ms Smith: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. The motion has been introduced;
it’s on the Order Paper today.

School Construction

Ms Smith: In his very first speech this Premier asked Albertans to
judge his government on the progress it will make. To help the
Premier, I will regularly ask him about his progress, so let me start
with schools. So far they’ve built only 18 of Premier Stelmach’s
22 promised schools. Only one of Premier Redford’s 50 promised
schools is actually under construction, and this Premier has now
promised another 55 schools. Can the Premier tell us how his new
management team will actually get schools built when the same
managers haven’t been able to get the job done?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, firstly, as the Premier of this
province I have very strong views about the need to build schools
and to properly educate our children and to ensure that we have
classroom space. So I have spoken very definitively to this, and
one need only look at the throne speech of the government to get a
sense of the commitments which the government has made and
intends to stand by. The ministers of my government have been
instructed to proceed on that path. At this point in time across the
province we are engaged in the largest construction project
relative to public schools in Canadian history. It is a challenging
job. We have excellent ministers, that are hands-on, that are
dealing with this.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, the Premier has promised to have nearly
all of the new schools announced by Premiers Redford and
Stelmach ready for the 2016 school year. Now, that’s on top of all
of the major renovations that were also promised, but this
government has only succeeded in actually building 18 of those
schools in the last four years. Can the Premier tell us exactly how
his new management team is going to complete the remaining 49
schools in just 23 months?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I would encourage the hon.
member to watch and learn from the process. In the hands of very
capable ministers, including the Minister of Infrastructure, the
Minister of Education, and other ministers, we will be well along.
There are innovations that are being made, and these schools will
be constructed in the way that has been projected.

Ms Smith: Well, Mr. Speaker, I seem to recall Premier Redford
saying exactly the same thing.

If you peruse the list of promised school projects on Alberta
Infrastructure’s website, you’ll see that most of these promised 49
schools don’t specify the construction or design method. Most
haven’t been designed. Only a few are at the tender stage, and
only one is under construction although there have been several
sod turnings. Isn’t the Premier afraid that when Albertans judge
his progress on schools, they will find that he has overpromised
and underdelivered?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I trust in the judgment of
Albertans always, as I did in the recent by-elections, and the hon.
member can do the same. We’ve struck a very specific cabinet
committee that will supervise the construction of these school
projects. Nothing is more important to all of us who sit in this
Legislative Assembly than ensuring that we have classrooms for
our children. We’ll be moving ahead with the construction
projects which have been put forward. I trust the ministers to
execute on this; I know that they will do so effectively. Over the
course of the next several years 78,000 new classroom spaces will
be opened.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the Alberta Liberal opposition.

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s good to be back.
Congratulations and welcome to the Premier and the newly
elected government members.

Government Policies

Dr. Sherman: Mr. Speaker, the Premier talks a lot about ending
entitlements and sweetheart contracts, restoring public trust, and
making appointments based on merit, yet his very first act as
Premier was to appoint his buddies as emissaries to Saskatchewan,
Washington, and Hong Kong. To the Premier: given your recent
record how can you expect Albertans to believe that this talk of
new management is anything more than just slick Tory talk all
over again?

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, if I might just speak firstly of Mr.
Merrifield, who is Alberta’s representative in Washington, there is
a critical vote taking place on the Keystone pipeline at 3:30 today,
Mountain Standard Time. This is a vote which is critical to our
province. It may or may not be the end of that process, but it is
critical to the future of Alberta. Mr. Merrifield is infinitely capable
as the most expert person in terms of these affairs in Washington.
He agreed to set aside his life and serve Albertans in that position
and, frankly, is doing an exceptional job.

Dr. Sherman: Mr. Speaker, apparently only friends can make
critical decisions.

The Premier said that his decisions would be based on sound
conservative fiscal principles. When plans for a diversion canal and
a dry reservoir west of Calgary were announced, the government
said that it would wait for a robust economic appraisal by engineers
before deciding if it would proceed, yet just three days before the
by-election the Premier jumped the gun and announced that the
project was a go. To the Premier: why didn’t you wait until you
had all the facts before you made this huge decision? Was this
sound fiscal planning or just a by-election tactic?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, perhaps because of changes to
our climate, perhaps climatic circumstances, the weather has
changed, and we are seeing more risk of flooding in southern
Alberta, particularly in spring with the thaw. What’s important in
the river basins which we’re speaking of — the Bow basin, the
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Elbow basin, and the Highwood basin — is that we undertake flood
mitigation projects which are environmentally defensible, which
are cost-effective, and which can be actioned quickly because on
my watch as Premier I do not want to see another flood in any of
the communities that were affected in 2013. That’s the purpose of
these projects.

Dr. Sherman: Mr. Speaker, nobody in this building wants to see
another flood, and we all want to make the right decision.

Recently, the Calgary board of education put out a top 10 list of
their modular school projects, yet the then unelected Minister of
Education used his position to announce the approval of two
modular classrooms in the very riding that he was running for
public office in. The folks charged with running the education
system, the CBE, were not even aware of it and ranked six other
projects as higher needs. To the Premier: how does this decision
reflect on your promise to do things differently? Isn’t this the
same sort of political trickery that characterized previous PC
governments?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member opposite for the
question. This government is concerned and listens to the
priorities of Albertans. That is the value that drives the decisions
that we make, whether it comes to building new schools, whether
it comes to modular programs for our school boards, whether it
comes to maintenance funding for schools that need attention.
That’s my priority as Minister of Education, to ensure that we’re
responding to the needs of parents.

The Speaker: The hon. new leader of the ND opposition.

Ms Notley: Well, Mr. Speaker, I would like to join other members
in offering my congratulations to the Premier on his new post.

However, I would also like to remind him that his authority
today depends entirely on the election of his caucus on a very
clear set of promises, not the least of which was a commitment to
end child poverty, a subject which was ignored in yesterday’s
throne speech. This government has broken an unending list of
commitments to Alberta families, and thus far it looks like the
record will continue. So my question to the Premier is this. The
old management broke promises, and now this management is
breaking promises. How is that new management?

2:10

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I similarly welcome the hon.
member to this Legislative Assembly in her current role.

Child poverty is of concern to all of us and certainly of concern
to myself as Premier, and this is something that we intend to deal
with. Now, this was a matter that I touched upon in terms of
aboriginal issues in the throne speech. We are very concerned
about the circumstances of aboriginal children, particularly in an
urban context. I think the throne speech could not have been
clearer about the importance of dealing with those issues, the
importance of education for aboriginal children but also making
sure that these issues are . . .

The Speaker: Hon. member, first supplemental.

Ms Notley: The throne speech was clear on not talking about the
plan to end child poverty in five years. That’s what was clear.
Now, two and a half years ago Albertans voted for 50 new
schools; not one has been built. They voted for more access to
postsecondary education and, instead, got much less. They voted
for 5,000 seniors places and will get about half of that. My
question to the Premier: do you or do you not believe that you are

responsible for implementing the platform your caucus was
elected on?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I would say to the hon. member
that the throne speech was very clear on the five priorities that this
government is focused on: a focused commitment to ensuring that
we have sound conservative fiscal principles, to ensuring that we
restore public trust, end entitlements, to a focus on our natural
resources, to a focus as well on being an environmental leader, but
most importantly and significantly to a focus upon the people’s
priorities, and they include education, they include health care,
and they include the living circumstances of people in our urban
communities.

Ms Notley: So it appears to me the answer is no.

After promising not to be your father’s PC Party, it looks like
dad is back in charge. Albertans need to decrease their expectations.
They shouldn’t count on PC promises of the past, and after 43 years
in government no one could ever have predicted that oil prices
might fluctuate. This story is as old as the hills, almost as old as
this government. Why should Albertans believe anything coming
from this government when breaking promises is just business as
usual?

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, over the course of the past six months
I have criss-crossed this province, firstly campaigning for the
leadership of my party, more recently in the by-elections, which 1
would also refer this hon. member to. Over the course of that time
the priorities of Albertans have been made very clear to me. We
have been listening to Albertans. The throne speech, which we
tabled yesterday, could not have been clearer that we are
responding directly to the priorities of Albertans when it comes to
the issues that concern them relative to their quality of life:
education, health care, attending to senior citizens, and the quality
of our life in urban and rural Alberta.

The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you for observing the 35-second
rule.

We’ll now proceed to question 6. No preambles after this,
please. The hon. Member for Calgary-Fish Creek.

Hospital Occupancy Rates

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In February of 2012 the
Health Quality Council released a report on emergency department
overcrowding. It said clearly: reduce hospital occupancy rates to
below 85 per cent, or you’re putting patients at risk. Back then the
government accepted this recommendation, and they pledged
action, yet hospitals across this province today routinely run at
110 per cent capacity, emergency departments are jammed, and
surgeries are being cancelled. To the Minister of Health: why is
patient safety still at risk two and a half years after Albertans were
promised action?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, recently the government of Alberta
issued applications for new long-term care facilities, which
allowed us to look at how we’re using acute-care beds in
hospitals. We’re moving people from there into long-term care
beds. This will allow us to open up facilities for those individuals
that are dealing with the concerns of emergency facilities. Those
emergency departments will then have 20 per cent set aside so that
people can move into the departments in a way that they’ll be
properly taken care of.
Thank you.
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Mrs. Forsyth: No, Minister.

Well, even the CEO of Alberta Health Services doubts that your
plan will work. Given that the day after your announcement she
said, and I’'m going to quote: truly, I don’t think we’ll ever get to
the 85 per cent occupancy rate, but if we can smooth it out where
we have 98 per cent occupancy and then there’s an occasional blip
where we have too many patients, well, that would be better.
Minister, are jammed hospitals and blips in the system really the
best Albertans can hope for from an $18 billion health care
system?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, I’'m not sure that was an accurate
quote of what the head of Alberta Health Services said. She has
always indicated that 95 per cent would be a proper number to
search for within our system.

Thank you.

Mrs. Forsyth: I’ll be sure to send that quote to the minister, Mr.
Speaker.

Given that the two-and-a-half-year-old Health Quality Council
report spells out the solutions for you — reduce occupancy rates by
accurately estimating the number of acute and long-term care beds
required now and over the next decade — has this estimate been
done, Minister, and will you table it so Albertans know what’s
happening?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, we’re in the process of valuating the
long-term implications of the need for acute-care beds. We’ve
recently set up a program where we’ve been able to move 750
people out of acute care into long-term care beds. The start of that
process will continue as we move down the process in order to
create more acute-care beds as a result of the development of
long-term care facilities.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-West, followed by
Chestermere-Rocky View.

Keystone Pipeline Project

Mr. Ellis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. My question is to
the Premier on behalf of the people of Calgary-West. We know
that market access is critical for this province because it’s
important to get our oil to customers who need it. One of those
opportunities is the Keystone pipeline in the United States. What
has your government done to advocate for this important project
given that it faces a critical vote in the U.S. Senate today?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, our prosperity in this province
depends very much upon our access to the most integrated energy
marketplace in the world. And I would just say that there will be a
vote today at 3:30 in the U.S. Senate on Keystone. The results are
uncertain as we speak at this point in time.

We have been working together with members of the American
legislative branch. Specifically, I spoke yesterday with Senator
Heidi Heitkamp, who is a Democrat senator and a cosponsor of
the bill, and also with Senator Hoeven, who is a cosponsor of the
bill, which is in the Senate. We remain hopeful and optimistic, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Mr. Ellis: Thank you. My first supplemental, Mr. Speaker, is
again to the Premier. If the Keystone vote in the Senate is
successful today, what are your next steps to get Alberta oil to
market?

The Speaker: Mr. Premier, it’s a hypothetic question, but proceed.

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, this is a project which is certainly in
the interests of our province and our country. It’s also a project
which is in the interests, I would submit, of the United States of
America since under the free trade agreement our prosperity is
based upon this project and our integrated energy system.

I would also point out, Mr. Speaker, that we have other allies in
the United States: Governor Christie. Of course, the governor of
New Jersey will be coming to Alberta on December 4. I’ll be
meeting with him. We’ll continue to work in a constructive way
with senators, governors, and representatives in the United States.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Final supplemental, hon. member.

Mr. Ellis: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, my second supplemental is
again to the Premier. If the Keystone vote is not successful in the
Senate today, what are your next steps to get Alberta bitumen to
U.S. refineries?

The Speaker: Again, there’s some hypothesis in there, but please
proceed with your answer anyway.

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, market forces have of course
continued to be inexorable. Canadian oil, Alberta oil, indeed, is
making its way through to the Gulf coast by rail, and this will
continue to be the case. The real debate in the context of the
Keystone pipeline is not whether Canadian oil will be carried by
market forces to the Gulf coast but whether it will be carried in the
most safe and efficient mechanism possible, which is by pipeline.

So we remain optimistic. We will see what happens in the days
ahead, but we remain cautiously optimistic, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. McAllister: Mr. Speaker, my questions are for the Education
minister. Might [ start by congratulating the minister on his
election victory and welcoming him to the Chamber.

2:20 School Construction
(continued)

Mr. McAllister: Since the last election, Mr. Speaker, this
government has promised to build 105 new schools in the
province: 50 from the former Premier, 55 from the current
Premier. I’d like to ask the Education minister: of those specific
105 schools announced since 2012, how many of them are under
construction, not in the planning stage but under construction, and
is that cause for concern?

Mr. Dirks: 1 thank the member opposite for his important
question. One of the things that this government has said is a top
priority is to ensure that we are responding to the growing
enrolment pressures that Alberta is facing as we have 40,000 new
people moving to our province every year, and that equates to
18,000 children and 25 new schools that we need every year going
forward. So we have made a commitment, Mr. Speaker, to
respond to the pressures that are before us, and we will continue to
do that in the years ahead.

Mr. McAllister: The number is somewhere around zero, Mr.
Speaker.

Given that the price of oil is now south of $75 a barrel, a lot of
people are skeptical of this government’s promises. In fact, their
own members are skeptical, given that when the Premier made the
school announcements, the now jobs minister said, and I quote:
he’s acting like a candy man handing out so many promises. Will
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the minister go on record today, then, and guarantee Albertans that
these 105 schools will be built and open for our kids in September
0f 2016 as they promised?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, I can tell you that the parents and
residents in Cochrane and in Airdrie, where we just turned sod on
three new schools, believe that we are moving in the right
direction, and so do the parents and the teachers and the students
in the many other communities across our province that are going
to be receiving new schools in the next few years. That is our
commitment. We’ll continue to build. We’ll continue to ensure
that every community that needs a school is going to get a school.
That’s our priority.

Mr. McAllister: Mr. Speaker, the minister is doing a lot of
shovelling, but I don’t think it’s sod that he’s turning.

During the by-election campaign he approved modulars for a
school in his riding even though that school was way down the
list, at number 7 on the priority list for the Calgary board of
education. Albertans are cynical, calling it blatant electioneering.
Boards are elected to make these decisions. Does the minister
recognize that this was wrong? Will he apologize for this misuse
of power and assure us that he won’t do this thing going forward?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, my commitment is to ensure that we are
responding to the priorities of Albertans. Now, Albertans said very
clearly, “We need new schools; we need new infrastructure; we
need modulars for those schools that are experiencing student
enrolment pressures,” and as minister I am committed to ensuring
that we are responding to the priorities to Albertans.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-East, followed by
Calgary-Buffalo.

Mr. Amery: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I, too, would like to
congratulate the Minister of Health on his election and
appointment to cabinet.

Health Care Wait Times

Mr. Amery: Now the question. Mr. Minister, during the recent
by-election campaigns in Calgary and Edmonton, health care was
the number one issue on voters’ minds. They told us that we do
have an excellent health care system provided that they get
through emergency departments. We had issues with wait times in
emergency rooms when our Health budget was $3 billion; we are
still having problems with a budget of over $18 billion. What are
the minister’s plans to improve the situation in our emergency
rooms?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, first of all, the steps we are going to
take in the city of Edmonton. We’ve put in some transition beds,
which allow ambulances to come to the facility, drop off their
patients, have proper care. They’ll go into transition beds so they
don’t have to back up the emergency departments. We’re looking
at contracting the delivery of transfer systems in rural areas, which
allows us to have more ambulances available.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. member, first supplemental.

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Family care clinics were
supposed to alleviate hospital emergency wait times. However,
this doesn’t seem to be the case. What is the minister’s plan for
the family care clinics?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Mandel: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The government approved
three family care clinics, and we’re in the process of dealing with
nine other ones. We made a decision that the professionals within
the health care industry do not support family care clinics. We
believe that primary care clinics are the way to go, and that’s what
we’re going to focus on.

The Speaker: The hon. member, second supplemental.

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Minister, since many
of our constituents blame the long wait times on the shortage of
doctors, is the minister planning to accelerate the accreditation of
foreign trained medical doctors?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Mandel: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The College of Physicians
& Surgeons is the one that accredits various physicians. We are
dealing with them and trying to encourage them to bring more
people in, but there is a three-month study period. It takes time,
and they are the ones that approve it.

School Infrastructure Priorities

Mr. Hehr: Mr. Speaker, in the dying days of the by-election the
Minister of Education circumvented the normal process of
allowing school boards to set priorities for their local community
and ordered two new modular classrooms to be put up at William
Reid school, this despite the fact that the Calgary board of
education had an extensive list of schools that needed modular
classrooms ahead of William Reid, coincidentally located in
Calgary-Elbow. Can the minister tell me why he made this
decision that directly undercuts local autonomy of school boards?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education.

Mr. Dirks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I’ve indicated in the
House today on a couple of occasions, a great priority of ours is to
respond to the needs of Albertans, to listen carefully, to hear what
they have to say, and then to ensure that we’re providing the
school capital infrastructure that we need, whether that’s new
schools, modulars, or maintenance upgrades. That’s my
commitment as minister, to continue to do that in collaboration
with school boards across the province.

Mr. Hehr: Mr. Speaker, I hope the minister listens to the question
this time. He’s seemingly having trouble hearing today. William
Reid needed modulars, but you know let’s delve a little deeper.
There were 16 school projects that needed modulars ahead of
William Reid school, again located in Calgary-Elbow. Why was
the decision made, and are you going to continue . . .

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, over the last number of weeks we as a
government have responded to numerous capital needs for schools
and school boards across the province. Many of those have come
to me as Minister of Education. In consultation with my cabinet
colleagues, we have made the decision to respond to those that are
urgent, that are critical. And we’ll continue to do that, whether it’s
modulars, as I have indicated, whether it’s new schools that need
to be built, whether it’s upgrades, maintenance, infrastructure
renewal. We’ll continue to make that our priority in the days to
come.
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Mr. Hehr: Well, Mr. Speaker, that is categorically false. The only
decision he has made is to provide two modular classrooms to
William Reid school.

What other decisions have you made as Minister of Education
besides that that directly saw those modular classrooms go to the
Calgary-Elbow riding?

Mr. Dirks: Well, I thank the member opposite for his supple-
mental. If he had been carefully watching what had been
happening, he would know that there have been a number of
announcements that have been made providing infrastructure for a
variety of school boards across the province, and that includes
jurisdictions like Rocky View and Calgary and others that we’ve
been working with. Wherever there are priorities when it comes to
education infrastructure, this minister and this government will be
listening and will be responding.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by Airdrie.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. And I add my
congratulations to the Premier and other members who have been
recently elected to this Assembly.

Postsecondary Tuition Market Modification

Mr. Mason: Since the 1990s tuition in Alberta has nearly tripled
while this province continues to have the lowest postsecondary
participation rate in the country. Alberta’s young people are being
priced out of their own advanced education system. The
government put a cap on tuition in 2006, but they are again
leaving the door open to even more increases through so-called
market modifiers. My question is to the Premier. Will you commit
to enforcing a real cap on tuition by rejecting these proposed
increases, or is this just another broken promise from this PC
government?

2:30

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation and Advanced
Education.

Mr. Scott: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. And thank you for
the question. Our goal in Alberta is to have an excellent post-
secondary education system, and that’s exactly what we’re
achieving. A top-quality postsecondary education system gives
our graduates the skills that they need to excel in Alberta’s
economy. An individual learner’s education is a shared investment
between taxpayers and students. Market modifiers are one tool
that is used to ensure that our programs remain competitive with
other top-quality programs across the country. The market
modifier applications are currently under review.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much for that non answer. The
question is this. You put in place a cap on tuition. The post-
secondary institutions are approaching you with so-called market
modifiers that will jack up tuition for students at the U of A, in
some cases by more than $5,000 a year. Are you going to stick to
the cap that you promised Albertans and keep the freeze on
tuition, or are you going to allow the U of A and other institutions
to jack up tuition to make education unaffordable for the kids of
this province?

Mr. Scott: Mr. Speaker, our goal is to have a quality education
system in Alberta. That’s got to be the goal of Alberta’s post-
secondary education system. I spent the last few months travelling

across Alberta. I’ve heard that from both students and from the
institutions. They want to make sure that our education system
maintains its quality and excels at its educational goals. One point
that I want my friend to realize is that we also have a great system
of funding postsecondary students. We have a great system that
lets them access the money that they need so that they can get a
great education in Alberta.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, we’re getting quite an education here
today from this minister, I’1l tell you that.

This government cancelled the remission program, so student
debts are higher than ever. It’s clear that many Albertans can no
longer afford to attend the universities and colleges that they and
their parents pay taxes for, and that’s just wrong, Mr. Minister. So
will you take a clear stand against further tuition increases and
reject these market modifier proposals? Yes or no?

Mr. Scott: Mr. Speaker, our government invests in scholarships,
bursaries, grants, and student aid to make postsecondary education
accessible to those facing barriers. Once again, I’'m going to
repeat: we need to make sure that we have a quality education
system in Alberta. That’s got to be the goal. We want our students
to continue to enter the workforce so that we are providing the
workers that our economy needs for tomorrow, and we’re going to
continue that work. We have received applications for tuition
modifications. Those are going to be considered carefully.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Airdrie, followed by
Edmonton-Decore.

Mr. Anderson: Congratulations to the Finance minister as well
on his new role.

Provincial Debt

Mr. Anderson: As you know, my Wildrose colleagues and I have
repeatedly, almost daily, warned your government about the
budget predicament we would be in if oil fell to the $75 range. We
said that the waste and mismanagement had to stop or we would
be facing tens of billions in debt. Well, that day is now here, and
we are staring at structural deficits that will in just a couple of
years from now result in the highest provincial debt in our history.
Minister, your government is responsible for putting us in this
mess. How are you going to get us out?

The Speaker: The hon. President of Treasury Board.

Mr. Campbell: Well, thank you Mr. Speaker. Let me start off by
saying that we will balance the budget this year. Let me say that
my mandate from the Premier is to make sure that we return to
fiscally prudent, conservative principles in budgeting, and we’ll
do that.

Mr. Anderson: Sorry, Minister, but you and your government
have been giving that same platitude for five years now. We need
action.

Let’s start with this. I brought a bill forward last year on behalf
of the Wildrose that would cap severance for all government
employees, not just political staffers, at $100,000 for less than five
years of work to a maximum of $200,000 for anything over five
years. It is a simple, common-sense solution that will save Alberta
millions of dollars each year. Will you agree to implement that
policy?

Mr. Campbell: Well, Mr. Speaker, let me say that right now we
are in the process of looking at different efficiencies throughout
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the government of Alberta, and we’ll continue to work on that

plan. It’s a plan in progress. I would suggest that the member stay

tuned for our fiscal update on November 26. We’ll continue to

work to make sure that we have a balanced budget moving

forward and that we’ll have a balanced budget for 2015 and 2016.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Anderson: Oil is at $70 a barrel. You need $110 oil just to
not go further into debt and balance the budget. This is a simple
and straightforward way to save a lot of money without affecting
front-line services. Given this Premier’s commitment to ending
the culture of PC entitlement, will you take the first step in doing
so and commit right now to ending obscene severance packages
for all government employees, including senior AHS officials and
other quasi-government agencies, and not just for a few dozen
political staffers? Surely you know this is the right thing.

Mr. Campbell: Mr. Speaker, I can’t be any more clear that we are
now looking at efficiencies within government. We will have a
fiscal update next week, and we’ll continue to work toward
balancing our budget for 2015-16.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore, followed
by Cypress-Medicine Hat.

Education System

Mrs. Sarich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The relationship over the
past year between teachers and their association and our Education
ministry can perhaps be best described as challenging. Can the
Minister of Education tell us what actions he plans to take to
restore a positive and mutually beneficial relationship with
teachers and their professional association?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, our government is committed to
ensuring a bright future for all of our children. After parents
teachers are, of course, the single most important contributor to
student success, and I value the excellent work our teachers do
each day across the thousands of classrooms in our province.
Working with education stakeholders is a very significant priority
for me. I’ve already met with a number of them in the past weeks,
and [ will continue to engage with our teachers and with their
representative organization to ensure that we secure a positive
future for all kids.

Mrs. Sarich: Mr. Speaker, to the same minister: given that hopes
were very high for progress in meeting the needs of special-needs
students after the high profile special-needs review and given that
there has since been wide disappointment amongst many parents
and teachers, what will the minister do to fulfill the promise of
developing the full potential of students with special needs?

Mr. Dirks: I thank the member for the question, Mr. Speaker.
Every student in Alberta deserves a high-quality education, and as
a national leader in education funding our commitment is strong in
this regard to ensure that we are providing the kind of education
we need for special-needs children. Total funding this fiscal year
for special needs is over $400 million. We trust our school boards
to make the very best decisions to meet the special-needs
education requirements for our children, and parents who have
concerns about special-needs programming are encouraged to
work with their school boards to address those issues.

Mrs. Sarich: Mr. Speaker, to the same minister: given that the
Premier and minister have made public commitments to build

substantial numbers of new schools, what steps will the minister
take to ensure that school boards have the necessary financial
resources to make sure that these new schools have appropriate
levels of staffing?

Mr. Dirks: I thank the member for the question, Mr. Speaker.
One of our government’s top priorities certainly is education and
preparing our kids for the future. We will continue to invest in
schools and students. We have been tasked with coming up with a
long-term, stable, predictable funding plan for education. We
know this is the right approach. We are a national leader in
education funding. Government invests nearly $40 million every
day for our students in our schools. We’ll continue to ensure that
all of our new schools are appropriately staffed and that every
student in those schools receives the high-quality education that
they deserve.

Medical Laboratory Services in Medicine Hat

Mr. Barnes: The Medicine Hat Diagnostic Laboratory has been
providing high-quality local care in Medicine Hat and Brooks for
decades. This government’s decision to end lab testing in this
centre shows that the new PC regime still supports the same failed
centralized planning methods in health care. I have a petition with
11,605 signatures, which I will be tabling later, from people upset
that this centre, which serves up to a thousand patients per day,
will be closing. To the minister: why have you decided to ignore
the needs of more than 11,000 Albertans and move diagnostic
testing in Medicine Hat?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Mr. Mandel: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, we’ve invested a great
deal in new facilities in the Medicine Hat hospital, and we think
that that’s a place where we can make sure that proper care is
taken.

The Speaker: The hon. member, first supplemental.
2:40

Mr. Barnes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that this government
incorrectly believes the decision to centralize diagnostic services
in Medicine Hat may save $5 million after start-up costs but has
assigned no dollar value to these start-up costs or what could be
very, very expensive re-establishing collection services throughout
Forty Mile, throughout Cypress county and Medicine Hat, does
the minister have a business plan to ensure his planned savings
don’t disappear after the costs of re-establishing collection take
effect, or is he just throwing our taxpayer money away?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, the operation of the health care system
is under the guise of Alberta Health Services. They are the ones
that are in control of making sure that these investments are made
in areas to ensure that they’re done in an effective, efficient
manner.

Mr. Barnes: Given that even Alberta Health Services has stated
that the Medicine Hat Diagnostic Lab provided excellent, high-
quality service and there doesn’t seem to be a plan and given that
the minister campaigned on a health care system that provided
more regional control and access, will the minister really do
something new, keep an election promise, and stop shutting down
professional local providers in favour of more centralization?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.
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Mr. Mandel: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, the Premier has been quite
clear in his direction to myself that we are to look at how we can
decentralize the system, to be able to put more services in local
areas, ensure that each community has input into the system. We
will continue to do that. It’s my hope that we will over the next
little while begin to look at how we can work with local
communities to deliver greater services so that at the end of the
day they feel more comfortable and more passionate about their
health care system. This government is committed to community
health care support. We will continue to do that. I truly believe the
answer is working with communities to solve problems.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. member for Calgary-Mackay-Nose Hill,
followed by Cardston-Taber-Warner.

Special-needs Assistance for Seniors

Dr. Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My office has been hearing
from seniors who are experiencing considerable delays under
programs for lower income seniors in the province. These are the
special-needs assistance program and the Alberta aids to daily
living program. One senior was told that consideration of
assistance to replace a hot water tank would take approximately
12 weeks, then in October he was told that the program was
catching up on applications from the end of July. My first two
questions are for the Minister of Seniors. Why are some seniors
waiting so long for decisions on their applications for special-
needs assistance?

Mr. J. Johnson: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for his
question. It’s a good question, and I commend him on being such
a great advocate for his constituents and for seniors across the
province. The special-needs assistance is a great program. It’s
there to provide financial assistance to eligible low-income
seniors, for assistance with purchasing things in their homes like
hot water tanks or other things. I am advised that the process
applications were taking a little bit longer throughout the summer.
It generally takes three to four weeks. However, between July and
October we’ve had heavier demand. Unfortunately, it has been
taking 12 weeks, which is unacceptable, and we’re taking steps to
deal with that.

Dr. Brown: Hon. minister, what can be done to speed up the
consideration of those applications and to make sure that those
essential payments go out in a timely manner?

Mr. J. Johnson: Mr. Speaker, I’d agree that that’s very important.
We’ve made changes to speed up the application process, which
includes hiring additional staff. We also prioritize the applications
so that we can get some of them through faster that are more
critical, things like a roof replacement or a pending utility
disconnection. Some of those things have a higher priority than
other items that are in the queue. But, like I said, we’ve added
staff, and we want to get the timeline to get these applications
through down to a more manageable and reasonable time frame.

Dr. Brown: Mr. Speaker, my second supplemental is for the
Minister of Health. What guidelines, Mr. Minister, exist for the
timeliness of decisions to be made on the Alberta aids to daily
living program and the payment from them?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, the aids to daily living program
provides medical equipment to Albertans with disabilities and

chronic illnesses. The program has a variety of clients with special
needs. The problem with the program is that these clients have
special needs, and therefore it’s difficult to quantify each
individual, so we do that on an individual basis. For example,
those with hearing aids could be done in one day, while other
problems might take longer, so it’s really a matter of the
individual and how we can put the program to deal with their
challenges.

The Speaker: Hon. members, I believe we concluded all the
introductions that were on my sheet at least. If there are any
others, we could revert. Does anyone object to reverting to
Introduction of Guests quickly?

[Unanimous consent granted]

Introduction of Guests
(continued)

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Calgary-Buffalo, you have an
introduction?

Mr. Hehr: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to
introduce to you and through you some great public servants, the
trustees from the Calgary board of education. With us here today |
think we have Joy Bowen-Eyre, the chair of the committee. We
also have Lynn Ferguson, Amber Stewart, Trina Hurdman, and
Pamela King. Also with them is Judy Hehr, vice-chair. While
doing that job, she also serves as my mother, and she is also a
grandmother to three great boys. Please rise and accept the warm
applause from this House. Thank you for standing up for public
education.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Are there others? No others?

Calgary-Hawkwood, we noted that you were listed to speak and
introduce some guests. For the record do you want to mention
who they were? I know they’ve left.

Mr. Luan: Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. I really appreciate
that.

I’'m very pleased to rise today to introduce to you and through
you to all members of this Assembly two hard-working and
committed businessmen in Calgary’s Chinatown. They both are
community leaders, too. Both are well known to a number of my
colleagues in this House. The first one is Mr. Peter Pat, who is the
owner of the famous Peking Garden restaurant in Calgary and also
the former president of the Chinese business chamber of commerce.
Mr. Pat travels frequently between Shanghai and Calgary promoting
business and trade between China and our province.

The second guest is Mr. Peter Lau, who is also a famous feng
shui master. For those who know, that’s fortune-telling. He
continuously is blessing all of us in this House, working hard and
making the best decisions for Alberta.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me to
acknowledge them. Because of a last-minute incident they couldn’t
make it here, but they appreciate the warm welcome from this
House.

Members’ Statements

The Speaker: Let us proceed with Members’ Statements.

Calgary-Lougheed, followed by Calgary-Shaw.
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Addictions Awareness

Mr. Rodney: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. We live in a
breathtakingly beautiful province blessed with incredible, invaluable
opportunities, but with this come growing pains, pitfalls, and
problems. As past chair of AADAC and in the portfolio of wellness
I learned first-hand of the horrors of addiction. However, we also
witnessed Alberta’s evolving and life-saving treatment, education,
and prevention programs. I rise today to mark National Addictions
Awareness Week, the focus of which is youth substance abuse
prevention.

Our teenage and adult years are a crucial time of growth,
change, and brain development, and substance abuse during these
years can result in addictions, mental health problems, and chronic
disease. Despite warnings of dangers 15- to 24-year-olds report
the highest past-year use of illicit substances and are five times
more likely than older adults to report harm due to drug use.

Substance abuse also costs Canadians many billions of dollars
in direct health care costs every year. Thankfully, Creating
Connections: Alberta’s Addiction and Mental Health Strategy
guides the government’s actions in addressing addiction and
mental health issues, and our provincial wellness framework,
Health for All, Wellness for Life, is also a leader in this respect.
These strategies enhance the ability of the government to work
closely with families, schools, and community partners towards
reducing the impacts of addiction and mental illness.

Mr. Speaker, our government is committed to advancing care
and services for addiction and mental illness needs while reducing
and preventing substance abuse in the first place, and I encourage
all Albertans to utilize the online resources of the Canadian Centre
on Substance Abuse and to join in the conversation during
National Addictions Awareness Week as we consider how in the
past, present, and future we prevent substance abuse amongst our
precious young Albertans.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Calgary-Shaw, followed by Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo.

Official Opposition Achievements

Mr. Wilson: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. In 2012 we in the
Wildrose were asked by Albertans to serve as Her Majesty’s
Loyal Opposition, and we have been diligent, focused, and
principled in our service. We have done what an Official
Opposition is supposed to do. We have opposed, exposed, and
proposed. We have opposed on behalf of Albertans but not simply
for the sake of opposing, we have exposed on behalf of Albertans
what historically will be considered some of the most egregious
examples of waste and mismanagement this province has ever
seen, and we have proposed on behalf of Albertans, with well over
100 amendments to government legislation and through positive
policies, ideas, and solutions that put Albertans first.

2:50

Recently we have seen many of our policies and good ideas put
into place, implemented with great success and public
appreciation. Whether it is the lunacy around the government
fleet, the pettiness of the licence plate debate, or the reversal of the
cold-hearted closure of the Michener Centre, it seems that this
government may just be listening for the first time.

Following another Wildrose lead, we see the promise of new
schools and new long-term beds. One can hope, for the betterment
of all Albertans, that these are real, genuine promises that will
result in real, genuine schools and real, genuine beds. These are

big commitments, and I would remind the Premier that we will
continue to represent all Albertans, regardless of whom they voted
for, as Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition, holding this government
to account.

Now, it is clear that the governing party is no fan of the
opposition. The Premier himself seemed to question the need for
an opposition at all, calling opposition seats in this House
misrepresented, a startling reminder of just how arrogant this
government can be, which is odd on so many levels given the fact
that without this opposition, where would the governing party be?
Certainly not under new management. Albertans deserve good
government, and, Mr. Premier, they also deserve good opposition.
We’ve done our job. We’re waiting to see if you can do yours.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort McMurray-Wood
Buffalo, followed by Leduc-Beaumont.

Fort McMurray Northern Kickoff Game

Mr. Allen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The 2014 Grey Cup game is
just around the corner, and while some of us are taking out the old
chili pots, I'm extremely pleased to introduce yet another CFL
game that’s quickly approaching us. On Saturday, June 13, Fort
McMurray will host the 2015 northern kickoff game. As part of
the grand opening of Shell place, the Edmonton Eskimos and
Saskatchewan Roughriders will take to the field for a head-to-head
showdown in what will prove to be an exciting rematch of this
previous Sunday’s western semi-final game. This preseason
exhibition game will be the most northern CFL game ever played,
and it’s just the kickoff to a full schedule of community events
over a four-day period.

This October we were delighted to see the completed
installation of the field turf on the SMS equipment stadium. Once
that green turf was down and the white lines were painted, you
could really see what a beautiful accomplishment this will be for
our city. Shell place is a forward-thinking facility designed for a
growing and vibrant community. Facilities like the shared social
profit space, a hub for community organizations to operate
affordably, has been designed to showcase the creative and
collaborative values that the regional municipality of Wood
Buffalo has become known for.

The Nexen stage, partner to the SMS stadium, is characterized
by a striking curved canopy structure designed to mimic the
northern lights and will become the main stage for endless
possibilities of sporting events, concerts, festivals, and community
events.

Fort McMurray is buzzing, Mr. Speaker, and I invite all of my
fellow colleagues to mark June 13 in their calendars and come up
to Fort McMurray to experience this energy for themselves. We
already anticipate that the northern kickoff game will be sold out,
and the beautiful amenities at Shell place should not be left to the
imagination. Fort McMurray is not only a great place to do
business, but it’s also a great place to live, raise a family, and
make lasting memories. I don’t mind saying it again because it’s
the truth: community is at the heart of Wood Buffalo.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Leduc-Beaumont, followed
by Edmonton-Manning.

School Wellness Initiatives

Mr. Rogers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’ve long been an advocate
of wellness as a fundamental plank in the delivery of our health
care services. Currently more than half of adult Albertans and
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nearly one-third of Canadian youth are overweight or obese. The
health risks associated with obesity such as diabetes, heart attacks,
cancer, and strokes cost Albertans an estimated $1.27 billion —
that’s billion — a year.

Alberta’s suicide rate is the second highest in Canada, suicide
being the leading cause of death among males 10 to 49. I firmly
believe, Mr. Speaker, that if we can instill a culture of physical,
mental, and social wellness in our youth, these statistics will
decrease.

I’'m pleased to say that in the constituency of Leduc-Beaumont
and across the province dedicated people are working towards this
goal. The ministries of Health and Education are part of a joint
initiative with the University of Alberta in the Alberta healthy
school community wellness fund. The wellness fund enables
school districts to infuse this into schools by focusing on healthy
eating, active living, positive social environments, mental health,
and healthy relationships. To date the wellness fund has provided
support for 239 projects.

I’'m very proud to say that within my constituency Black Gold
regional schools has been a leader in promoting health and
wellness in our youth. Starting with the healthy hearts initiative in
2004, they were recognized in 2013 with an award of distinction
from the healthy school communities award program. Their
Healthy Schools Committee, created in 2008, continues to instill
this mantra. I’m very pleased to say, Mr. Speaker, that this culture
of wellness has taken a foothold in schools in my community and
many others. It is my hope that this attitude will continue to infect
all Albertans.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Before we continue on, I’'m going to recognize quickly the
Government House Leader.

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’d ask for
unanimous consent of this Assembly that we waive rule 7(7) so
we can continue with the Routine past 3 p.m.

[Unanimous consent granted]

The Speaker: Let us move on with the next speaker, Edmonton-
Manning, followed by Innisfail-Sylvan Lake.

Mr. Sandhu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Before 1 begin, I would
like to congratulate the Premier and my colleagues the hon.
Minister of Health, the hon. Minister of Education, and the hon.
Member for Calgary-West.

School Growth Pressures in Edmonton-Manning

Mr. Sandhu: I rise today to speak on the issues of education
spaces in my riding of Edmonton-Manning. Last month’s schools
announcement did address the need for new school spaces, out of
which one school, Pilot Sound, is in my riding, which is one of the
fastest growing communities in our province.

We are aware of the shortages of schools within northeast
Edmonton as we have a growing community. Working with
school trustees and city councillors, we have spent many hours
debating how to reduce enrolment pressures. As a group we know
it is time for a new way of thinking. We also know we need to
involve all community groups, including government, developers,
leagues, parents, and residents, to encourage input on a shared-use
space for everyone in the community.

The benefits of a joint-use agreement for schools between both
the public and Catholic school boards must be considered. These

joint ventures would allow for the sharing of facility space,
including libraries, gyms, playgrounds, transportation services,
community meeting spaces, and even daycare spaces, Mr.
Speaker, yet each school board could still keep their own
individual learning spaces separate.

Mr. Speaker, sharing resources means savings in terms of cost
and tax dollars, land, and manpower. Sharing resources builds
trust, teamwork, and strong communities, which brings a new way
to build the future.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

New Premier

Mrs. Towle: Under the old management we saw a government
that was removed from everyday Albertans, often dismissing
advice from opposition, front-line workers, and Albertans who did
not fall in line with the PCs. It created a government that looked
old and tired. The Premier talks a lot about being under new
management, saying that things would be different, and we all had
high hopes that it would be different, respecting elected officials
and working together to move Alberta forward.

Sadly, the new management is looking a lot like the old
management. This past weekend the Premier called ridings that
were not Progressive Conservative misrepresented. It’s the same
kind of language Premier Redford used when she called ridings
orphaned or when Premier Getty called the opposition un-
Albertan.

Perhaps the Premier has forgotten his own time in the House of
Commons, when voters elected him to misrepresent the federal
riding of Calgary Centre-North as an opposition MP from 2004 to
2006. One of the things that Albertans found so off-putting about
the PC government was arrogance. This Premier has chosen not to
learn the lessons of the past and to attack Albertans at their core,
their right to democracy.

Mr. Speaker, the Premier may want to talk to the almost
725,000 Albertans who did not vote for a PC government in the
last election, the same Albertans that exercised their right to vote
for change. Insulting them and democracy is not a respectful start
to show the PCs are under new management.

The Wildrose believes we need a new generation of leaders that
focuses on the future, doing what is right, doing what is fair, and
putting Albertans first. We believe that all of our colleagues are
public servants, voted to be here by Albertans from across our
great province. There is so much we can do in this province by
working together, by once again focusing on principled and caring
government. In the days when we see people giving up their lives
for the right to vote, the right to choose, and the right to
democracy, no leader should question those freedoms.

3:00 Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Sherwood Park.

Ms Olesen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As chair of the Standing
Committee on Families and Communities I am pleased to table
five copies of the committee’s report dated November 2014
regarding the committee’s review of the draft publication ban
(court applications and orders) regulation. This review fulfilled
requirements found in section 131.1 of the Child, Youth and
Family Enhancement Act and was undertaken following a request
by the Minister of Human Services.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the
committee for their contributions to the review process. I would
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also like to thank the staff from Alberta Human Services who
shared their expertise with the committee and the LAO staff for
their support throughout the review process. Finally, I would like
to thank all the stakeholders who contributed their ideas and
opinions to the review.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Notices of Motions
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I had on
November 12 sent you a letter notifying you that I intended to
raise a point of privilege under Standing Order 15(2) at the earliest
opportunity when the House reconvenes. I will give you notice
now that I intend to raise that point of privilege at the appropriate
time following Routine, and I will hand over to the pages the
notices that can be handed out to everyone else.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Introduction of Bills

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Bill 3
Personal Information Protection
Amendment Act, 2014

Mr. Quadri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to introduce Bill 3,
the Personal Information Protection Amendment Act, 2014.

This bill will authorize a trade union to collect, use, and disclose
personal information about an individual if related to a matter
under a labour relations dispute. This amendment to PIPA
addresses the Supreme Court of Canada’s ruling that if PIPA
restricts collection for legitimate labour relations purposes, it is in
breach of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. I believe that with
this bill this government will be protecting Albertans’ personal
information while balancing a trade union right of freedom of
expression.

Thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 3 read a first time]
The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I move pursuant
to Standing Order 75 that Bill 3 be moved to the Order Paper
under Government Bills and Orders.

[Motion carried]

The Speaker: The hon. President of Treasury Board and Minister
of Finance.

Bill 4
Horse Racing Alberta Amendment Act, 2014

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I request leave to
introduce Bill 4, the Horse Racing Alberta Amendment Act, 2014.

The proposed changes will strengthen Horse Racing Alberta’s
governance structure. They are in line with the Alberta Public
Agencies Governance Act. They also support the Premier’s
commitment to strong public agency board governance and
increased accountability and transparency.

The proposed amendments will decrease the total board
membership from 12 members to 11 members. This new board
structure will also see an increase in public members from three to
six, including the board chair. It will consist of five industry-
nominated members. It is also important to note, Mr. Speaker, that
all appointments to HRA’s board will be based on merit and
experience as promised by the hon. Premier.

Affirmatively, these modest changes to HRA’s governance
structure strike the right balance between public accountability
and industry representation.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 4 read a first time]

The Speaker: The hon. President of Treasury Board and Minister
of Finance.

Bill 5
Securities Amendment Act, 2014

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I request leave to
introduce Bill 5, Securities Amendment Act, 2014.

As you know, the regular review of amendments to Alberta’s
Securities Act is required to keep pace with changes in technology,
new products, and market innovations and to support the ongoing
reform of the system. The amendments being proposed in Bill 5 will
ensure the Securities Act is improved where inefficiencies or other
impediments to the effective regulation of Alberta’s capital markets
have been identified.

The amendments are related to a variety of topics, including
continued harmonization of general derivatives provisions,
incorporation of representatives of registered brokers and advisers,
enhanced enforcement provisions, recognition of oversight of the
Canadian Public Accountability Board as an auditor oversight
organization, fee study provisions, and consequential amendments
to related legislation.

Mr. Speaker, Albertans want a security regulatory system that
balances the need to protect investors with the need to operate our
capital market efficiently to help grow our economy. They also
expect provincial security commissions to work co-operatively for
the good of investors across Canada. These amendments support
both of these objectives.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

[Motion carried; Bill 5 read a first time]

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development.

Bill 6
Statutes Amendment Act, 2014 (No. 2)

Mr. Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to request leave
to introduce Bill 6, Statutes Amendment Act, 2014 (No. 2).

The bill brings together minor and housekeeping amendments to
a number of acts under three different ministries. The amendments
are intended to streamline and provide efficiency, clarity, and
consistency for the individuals and businesses who are affected by
the acts. The acts included are: from the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs changes to the Safety Codes Act; from the Ministry of Jobs,
Skills Training and Labour changes to the Workers’ Compensation
Act; and from my ministry, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development, housekeeping amendments to combine the Farm
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Implement Act with the Farm Implement Dealerships Act and
repeal of the omnibus Dairy Industry Act of 2002.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

[Motion carried; Bill 6 read a first time]

Tabling Returns and Reports

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Edmonton-Southwest, I under-
stand you have two tablings.

Mr. Jeneroux: Yes, Mr. Speaker. As chair of the Standing
Committee on Legislative Offices I’d like to table five copies of
each of the following reports. In accordance with section 19(5) of
the Auditor General Act the report by the Auditor General titled
Report of the Auditor General of Alberta, October 2014. Copies of
this report were distributed to members previously.

In accordance with section 4(2) of the Election Finances and
Contributions Disclosure Act the report by the Chief Electoral
Officer entitled 2013 Annual Report of the Chief Electoral
Officer: The Election Finances and Contributions Disclosure Act
for the 2013 Calendar Year. Copies of this report were also
previously distributed to members.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you. That completes that.
Calgary-Buffalo.

Mr. Hehr: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two tablings today
with the appropriate number of copies. The first is the 2015-16
modular classroom plan passed by the Calgary board of education,
which clearly shows William Reid way down the list of those
schools that need modulars.

I have an open letter from the by-election from the Minister of
Education to parents of Elbow Park and William Reid and Earl
Grey schools describing the process he went through to come to
that decision.

Those are my tablings.

The Speaker: Thank you.
I have Edmonton-Centre, followed by Calgary-Fish Creek.

Ms Blakeman: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. I have three
tablings today on various topics. The first is from a father who
was very concerned about the treatment of his severely autistic
son during repeated visits to the Stollery centre this summer. It
looks like four visits in all.

The second is a letter that was forwarded to the constituency of
Edmonton-Centre from the federal constituency office. Delphene
Buhr would like her issue brought to attention in that the amount
that is granted to diabetics for testing strips, needles, and syringes
is only $600 and it has been that for the last 10 years. She’s
finding that a great strain.

3:10

Finally, near and dear to my heart, this is directed towards all
members of the Assembly. It’s produced by the Alberta Union of
Provincial Employees pay equity committee. It just talks about
what we have failed to do around the issue of pay equity in this
Assembly and affecting all Albertans.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fish Creek.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to rise and
table a follow-up to the question that I asked the Minister of

Health when I said it was clearly said about the 85 per cent versus
the 95 per cent, and I’m pleased to table the comments that were
made by the CEO at the time, Vickie Kaminski.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Are there others? The hon. Member for Chestermere-Rocky
View.

Mr. McAllister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to table five
copies of an article that was in Calgary Metro entitled Promises,
Promises, five things the Premier would do should he become
Premier. I referenced it in the questions; probably appropriate that
I table it. The one sentence that I referred to, where the then
leadership candidate, now minister of jobs, wondered if it’d be
possible, given the province’s financial situation, to build the
schools, says that the now Premier was acting like a candy man, is
here in the Metro, and I'd like to table five copies.

The Speaker: Are there others?

If there are no others, then I’ll table something as well. Hon.
members, it’s my pleasure to in fact table five copies of the
Property Rights Advocate’s annual report, which was distributed
to members electronically and was also deposited with the Clerk
as an intersessional tabling on June 2, 2014, all in accordance with
section 5(3) of the Property Rights Advocate Act. Thank you.

Tablings to the Clerk

The Clerk: 1 wish to advise the House that the following
documents were deposited with the office of the Clerk. On behalf
of the hon. Mr. Olson, Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development, pursuant to the Marketing of Agricultural Products
Act the Alberta Agricultural Products Marketing Council annual
report, 2013-14.

On behalf of the hon. Mrs. Klimchuk, Minister of Human
Services, responses to written questions 42 and 43, asked for by
Mr. Wilson on December 2, 2013. Written Question 42: “From
May 1, 2009, to May 1, 2013, how many individuals were trained
to complete supports intensity scaled interviews, and what specific
training is required in order to qualify them to administer the
interview?” Written Question 43: “From May 1, 2012, to May 1,
2013, how many clients did the persons with developmental
disabilities programs serve, and how many completed the supports
intensity scale interview process?”

The Speaker: Thank you.
We have no points of order, but we do have a point of privilege.
Let me recognize the hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Privilege
Obstructing a Member in Performance of Duty

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate
the opportunity to speak to you and to speak to members of the
House regarding the point of privilege that I'm raising.
Specifically, in referencing the letter that I sent giving notice — I
do hope that I managed to send this on to every member that was
in fact part of the point of privilege; I certainly tried to do that.
Specifically, on March 11, 12, and 13 members for Grande
Prairie-Wapiti, Edmonton-Rutherford, and Spruce Grove-St. Albert
interfered with the ability of all members of the Assembly to fulfill
their duties, specifically the Leader of the Official Opposition and
the leader of the third party in that they specifically questioned on
this issue. What is at question here is a trip to Grande Prairie,



24 Alberta Hansard

November 18, 2014

Alberta, on October 25, 2012, where no government business was
scheduled or took place.

Let me give a brief context, Mr. Speaker, of what happened.
The Premier or other Executive Council books a plane for use by
members of the government for October 25, 2012. This was a trip
to Grande Prairie. There were no media events scheduled. There
were no events scheduled at all except for a partisan event. The
plane also carried the Member for Edmonton-Rutherford and the
Member for Grande Prairie-Wapiti, among others. I can refer to
the manifest as to who was on the flights, Mr. Speaker. I’'m sure
you have access to this, but I’'m happy to table it if you’d like. I
will make sure that copies are tabled, and I will supply you with a
copy of it.

Now, on March 11, 2014, on page 164 of Alberta Hansard, a
question was asked by the Leader of the Official Opposition, and
in the response the Member for Edmonton-Rutherford said, “I was
one of the cabinet ministers that was present with the Premier in
Grande Prairie at that time. We made an announcement, as the
hon. members should know, with respect to the expansion of the
Grande Prairie hospital.” Later he says, “This is one example of
the important government business that we do using the aircraft
that are funded by the taxpayers of [Alberta].”

Mr. Speaker, on page 203, which takes place on March 12,
2014, in Alberta Hansard, we have the Member for Spruce Grove-
St. Albert saying, “As the Deputy Premier has been saying, we do
separate out the party business from the government business, and
this is a clear case of that, actually.” He goes on to say, “The
members who were on the plane going up to Grande Prairie were
on government business.”

I continue on, Mr. Speaker, to page 239 — oh, no, I’ve missed
one, sorry. [ know I’ve missed one. I did. On page 204 of Alberta
Hansard, also spoken in the Assembly on March 12, 2014, the
Member for Spruce Grove-St. Albert said, “The flight in question
was for members who were on government duty.” Later he says —
and let me quote the whole sentence here — “Mr. Speaker, as |
understand it, there were a number of items that were scheduled to
happen that day in Grande Prairie.”

On page 239 of Alberta Hansard, on March 13, 2014, we have
the Member for Grande Prairie-Wapiti making the statement that:

This gives me the opportunity to talk about all the flights I took
around Alberta that week. That week I flew to Lethbridge, 1
flew to Medicine Hat, I flew to Edson, I flew to High Prairie to
announce hospital announcements, and the fifth one in that roll
of announcements happened to be in Grande Prairie.
And there is one other one that I have misplaced, and I apologize
to you for that.

Those were the statements that were made in this House, I think
very clearly demonstrating those members saying that they had
gone to Grande Prairie on a government plane to do government
business.

Now, with the benefit of the report of the Auditor General
released in August 2014, the Special Duty Report on the Expenses
of the Office of Premier Redford and Alberta’s Air Transportation
Services Program, we, in fact, do find on page 27 a very helpful
chart and additional information, in which it noticed that for the
event, the northern Alberta leaders’ dinner, taking place on
October 25, 2012, in Grande Prairie, in answering the question of
whether government business was also conducted at the location,
the answer is no. So the Auditor General has said: no; there was
no government business conducted at this location. He does make
a note that on three of the dates in the table multiple government
aircraft flew to the same destination as a partisan event, and he
includes that particular example. No question, there was no
government business that took place, Mr. Speaker.

3:20

Now, they took this government plane to a partisan event,
which was, as I said, a northern Alberta leaders’ dinner, with no
scheduled or actual government business taking place. The
Auditor General did investigate and states that no government
business took place. There was no government event. There was
no media notice. There was nothing on the Premier’s schedule.
There was a press release that came out, but it had nothing. It had
no media availability that went along with it. There was no
indication that there would be someone speaking to it in person or
responding, appearing in public, appearing before the media in
any way, shape at all.

I will point out that there was a partisan media event that was
held in the lobby of the venue in which the fundraising event was
taking place. I will look for the description, but it was something
along the lines of a typical media event that takes place introducing
members of caucus when they are doing a fundraising event in a
given location. So the only media event that happened, Mr.
Speaker, was a partisan media event.

So, Mr. Speaker, we have three ministers involved at the time,
some of them not, so I'm referring to everyone by their
constituency name. But I will note the three departments that are
involved: Executive Council, Treasury Board, and International
and Intergovernmental Relations. The Auditor General on page 17
of his report notes that enforcing the policy that was brought
forward in October of 2012 is the responsibility of the department
of Treasury Board and Finance and that the ministries of
Executive Council and IIR are responsible for approving expenses
incurred by the Premier and office staff, but I’'m assuming that
also extends to other ministers and ministries. Then it goes
through the guiding principles, and I’ll give you three out the six.
“Travel, meal, hospitality and other expenses must support
government business objectives.” Another one. “Prior approval to
incur expenses is obtained where appropriate,” and “claims should
be able to withstand scrutiny by the auditor general of Alberta and
members of the public; be properly explained and documented,
reasonable and appropriate.”

Those are three of the six policies that are to be followed and
are overseen and okayed by the three departments that I have
mentioned. So one way or another these three departments book,
co-ordinate, or pay for the use of the government planes.

So, Mr. Speaker, when we go to see why this is a point of
privilege in particular, I go to the House of Commons Debates.
Points of privilege exist in this book anywhere between pages 88
and 139, but it seems to me that the two privileges that are granted
to us that have been interfered with are the ability to do one’s
duty, which is obstruction, and also freedom of speech. In
particular, I want to draw the Speaker’s attention to page 98,
where it talks about how important it is that members are prudent
and careful with that privilege of freedom of speech and don’t
abuse it and about why there are long-standing practices and
traditions observed in the House to counter the potential for abuse.
Speaker Parent is quoted that he expects “that members would
always bear in mind the possible effects of their statements and
hence be prudent in their tone and choice of words.”

So we have, as mentioned at other times, a test, and the test is
three points. One, was there a misleading statement? Two, can it
be established that the member knew that it was a misleading
statement? Three, did the member intend to mislead the House? 1
would argue that all three of those tests have been met in this case.

Certainly, it was a misleading statement, and I’ve given you the
statements that were actually made in the House according to
Hansard. They are very clearly stating that the government plane
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was used for government business. I’ve also given you the
references to go and look up in the Auditor General’s report in
which he says: no; there wasn’t. Now, I will note that the Auditor
General makes a note on page 1 of his report, in which he says
that he had access to schedules, reports, staff, bookings, and a
number of other things, which he was able to use to ascertain that
in fact there was no government business that took place there,
and that does indeed appear on page 1 of his report: “interviewed
employees of the Ministry of IIR,” records from Treasury Board,
records and meetings with staff. He names a number of other
places he went to look for expertise.

As for the question of whether the members knew that this was
an inaccurate statement, a misleading statement, I would argue
that I don’t know how they could not have known. All members in
this House are busy. I’ve never heard an MLA say that they
weren’t busy. I’ve always heard about how busy they are.
Therefore, we live by schedules, Mr. Speaker, all the time. Our
schedules are done by our staff, but we know there’s a schedule,
and we’re constantly checking it to see what we do next.

Now, in this particular case, with all of these highly scheduled
people and with the backup of the Auditor General having looked
at all of these records, schedules, and reports from these three,
including, Mr. Speaker, on page 26, where the Auditor General
makes notice that, in fact, “office staff told us that the dates for
Progressive Conservative Party fundraising dinners held throughout
the province are well known in advance,” the members certainly
knew that they had a partisan fundraising event that day. There was
nothing else scheduled, so when those members made those
statements in the House, they had to have known they had a
partisan event scheduled and they had no other events scheduled.

What’s the other reason that you — against the fact that they
thought that they were going to do some media and therefore this
trip was okay. Well, I know that this particular government has a
platoon of aides to help them with media. I think that at one point
they had more than George Bush’s entire staff working for the
Public Affairs Bureau. There is no lack of people to assist them
with media, and in fact that is done all the time. You cannot go to
a media event without there being many staff there to assist these
people. In fact, no one was assigned to help anyone do media that
day, so I would argue that the ministers know when they have
media, and there was no in-person media availability for govern-
ment that day, and they knew it. They knew that saying that they
were there for government business was a misleading statement.

All right then, final question. Did they intend to mislead the
House? Mr. Speaker, I think their own words give that. There are
quite a few examples in Hansard on the dates and pages that |
gave to people in which there are other examples of how to
answer the questions that were asked without giving a misleading
statement saying: | was on government business. I would say that
the Member for Spruce Grove-St. Albert was the superstar there.
He can sidestep like nobody’s business. You know, here’s one of
the answers that he gave, appearing on page 164 on March 11 of
Alberta Hansard.

Actually, Mr. Speaker, we care a great deal about what the
taxpayer is charged for travel around the province. We also care
about getting to other areas of the province that cabinet
ministers are expected to get to. Yes ... cabinet ministers use
our planes. That’s what they’re for, for us to get us around to
meet with Albertans and greet Albertans.
Lots of talk. That was his answer to the question. Never once did
he say: “I went to this place. I went to Grande Prairie on this date
for government business.” So, clearly, members are able to get
around to pivot, to redirect, to misdirect the attention and the
understanding of people using other ways to talk about this.

3:30

There are lots of very fine examples. This government is
practised at it. If I had to give them a gold star for something, it
would be for their ability not to answer questions. They are very,
very practised at it. So there are examples here of where they
answered the same questions even in the same sequence, Mr.
Speaker, from the same people without making misleading
statements. I argue to you that if they could do it without saying
those statements, they knew when they made those statements that
they were misleading the House because they knew there were
other ways to say this.

When they said things like, “I was one of cabinet ministers that
was present with the Premier in Grande Prairie at that time. We
made an announcement, as the hon. member should know,” — a
little bit of sarcasm in there — “with respect to the expansion of the
Grande Prairie hospital,” well, they didn’t. I believe that these
members knew. For three days they answered questions in this
House, and they knew that stating that there was government
business that was done on October 25, 2012, was an incorrect
statement.

I ask you to find that there is a prima facie case of privilege,
specifically against the Members for Spruce Grove-St. Albert,
Edmonton-Rutherford, and Grande Prairie-Wapiti, on the
reasoning that they misled the House and interfered with
members’ ability to fulfill their duties, specifically the Leader of
the Official Opposition and the leader of the third party.

Dr. Swann: Calgary-Varsity apologized.

Ms Blakeman: Calgary-Varsity apologized? Oh, yes. I know
what you’re saying. Yes, indeed, one of the other members that
was involved with a return plane trip, also not on government
business, did declare publicly that she should have done better
homework as to whether it was for government purposes or not.
Given that, Mpr. Speaker, I would ask you to find this case of
privilege.

I would sincerely hope that the members are able to apologize
to the House. I hope that can be an outcome from this, but I will
wait for your decision on this issue. Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Denis: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to rise on Standing
Order 15. My colleague from the Liberal opposition has dealt with
much of the law on this, but I do have some comments that I
would like you to respectfully consider. The matter for debate
today is whether or not the House was in fact misled by the
members in question. The term “misled,” as you know, is a
prohibited term in debate, particularly in question period. It is one
of the items listed in Beauchesne’s, one of the items you can’t say
in normal circumstances. I do agree with the member that this is a
serious matter and that this type of decorum, of course, must
always be kept in this particular Chamber.

To succeed, though, on this point of order, Mr. Speaker,
requires the member opposite to demonstrate indisputably not
only that members misled the House but that they also intended to
do so, as she has indicated, thus members in question would have
had to have made statements in the House which they knew at that
time — the key, again, is “at that time” — to have been incorrect.

The details surrounding the particular events in question, of
course, Mr. Speaker, have been the topic of much discussion over
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recent months, both within these walls and beyond, and it’s
important to know that over the course of the new discussion, new
information has emerged. As stated in the letter to you from my
colleague in the Liberal opposition, the new information that
became available for the Auditor General’s report was released on
August 7, 2014, months after the statements in question were
made. Of course, there is an active investigation under way into
this matter, and I will speak no further about that for obvious
reasons.

I will point out that this report, as suggested by the member
herself, became available months after statements were made in
the Assembly, and at no point in the Auditor General’s report is
there even a suggestion that any of these three members knew any
different than the statements that they made in the House. It stands
to reason, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that if there were discrepancies
between the information presented by the members on the dates in
question and the information revealed by the report, these are
differences of perception, and there was not an intent to mislead
the House on the dates in question.

I have done a bit of research on this, Mr. Speaker. According to
Parliamentary Practice in New Zealand, third edition,

there are three elements to be established when it is alleged that
a member is in contempt by reason of a statement that the
member has made: the statement must, in fact, have been
misleading; it must have been established that the member
making the statement knew at the time the statement was made
that it was incorrect; and, in making it, the member must have
intended to mislead the House.

It is, therefore, this government’s respectful position that these
three conditions have not been met in this case and, therefore, that
the alleged point of privilege should not succeed.

I would further suggest that if there is a disagreement between
the members of the House, according to Beauchesne’s 31(1), as is
often stated in this Chamber, “A dispute arising between two
Members, as to allegations of facts, does not fulfill the conditions
of parliamentary privilege.” I would also ask you to consider, Mr.
Speaker, Beauchesne’s 494, which states, “It has been formally
ruled by Speakers that statements by Members respecting
themselves and particularly within their own knowledge must be
accepted.” Moving forward a bit, “On rare occasions this may
result in the House having to accept two contradictory accounts of
the same incident.” I believe, Mr. Speaker, that what we have here
would be appropriate for a point of clarification rather than a point
of privilege.

Those are my submissions, Mr. Speaker, and I thank you for
your time.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Shaw.

Mr. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As you know, I rose on a
point of privilege on March 12, 2014, where I submitted that the
Member for Edmonton-Rutherford had misled the House, based
on the circumstances that we were aware of at the time. I will not
take up the time of the Assembly by returning to the facts of
October 12, 2012, since they are in Hansard and have been well
summarized by the Member for Edmonton-Centre, but I would
like to offer a few points.

On March 12, 2014, Mr. Speaker, your ruling referred to two
concepts, the role of the Speaker and the necessity for the House
to accept two contradictory accounts. Beauchesne, second edition,
paragraph 494 says:

It has been formally ruled by Speakers that statements by
Members respecting themselves and particularly within their

own knowledge must be accepted. It is not unparliamentary
temperately to criticize statements made by Members as being
contrary to the facts; but no imputation of intentional falsehood
is permissible. On rare occasions this may result in the House
having to accept two contradictory accounts of the same
incident.

I appreciate the Government House Leader’s reference to that
same statement. [ believe, Mr. Speaker, that the reason why he did
have that in his statement — and I’m going to refer to a statement
that you made in your ruling, sir — is that “as such, we must accept
that the members who spoke, spoke, I hope, with honour and with
their own conviction and their own belief.” Now, of course, at the
time you couldn’t have known.

You know, the Government House Leader also suggests that
there is new information that changes the facts. Well, the AG
report should not be what is required for someone to understand
the facts of their own life. It just shouldn’t. You don’t need to find
a report later on. Not only that, that report, for the reasons he
referenced, may not have mentioned the other members in
question in this point of privilege, Mr. Speaker. That report was
based on our former Premier alone, not on the other members.
That was his mandate.

I will continue. The ruling you made also referenced the
Speaker’s role as established by House of Commons Procedure
and Practice, second edition. “The Speaker ensures that replies
adhere to the dictates of order, decorum and parliamentary
language. The Speaker, however, is not responsible for the quality
or content of replies to questions.”

There was some discussion at the time about the use of flights
by several members of the governing party. The question was: did
they fly to Grande Prairie intending to conduct government
business, or was the purpose of the trip solely to attend to the
business of a partisan nature? For this point of privilege, when
they repeatedly made statements in the House to the contrary, did
the members know that the purpose of the trip was partisan, and
did they purposely make statements to hide the fact?

On March 12, 2014, there were various accounts from members
of this House about the nature of that trip, which made a ruling on
the question impossible at the time. This is no longer the case
because of the Auditor General’s special report in August and the
response to it. The significance is that what may have seemed to
be two legitimate accounts of the same thing when this matter was
last before the Assembly, Mr. Speaker, is now clearly and broadly
recognized as a flight taken for partisan purposes. So whether
these government flights could plausibly be thought to be for
government business is no longer in question. The Auditor
General issued a report that made it clear that they were not.
Further, almost immediately the governing party publicly admitted
that they were not and promised to repay the funds. As a result, it
is clear that the statements made in this Assembly on March 11,
12, and 13 were misleading.

3:40

Now we must determine the following: did the members know
that the statements they were making were misleading when they
made them and in doing so intend to mislead the House? The
members in question repeatedly claimed over three days that the
flights were for government business. There is a very clear motive
for doing so. There was a great deal of scrutiny of the government
fleet at the time, and admitting misuse of the fleet would have
meant significant political damage to both those involved and to
their besieged party leader, who was also involved. If any of these
members did know there was only party business but insisted
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otherwise, the motive would obviously be to mislead the House
into thinking that use of the government aircraft was justified.

When making the case for contempt the first time, as the
Speaker is aware, we cited numerous facts that demonstrated the
Member for Edmonton-Rutherford, in particular, had been briefed
on the issue and had multiple opportunities to admit his error but
continued to make statements that would lead the House to believe
that there was government business that day in Grande Prairie. He
and the Member for Grande Prairie-Wapiti were also the main
individuals involved with the announcement that day. If it was not
clear before they got onto the plane on October 25, it should have
become abundantly clear by the evening, when all they had done
was a scrum outside the party fundraiser, that they conducted no
government business despite taking the government plane.

Other information we provided, however, makes it pretty clear
that they did know even before getting on the plane because they
had no absences scheduled for question period that day. There
were no media notified about a government announcement, and
the closest thing to government business was a 4 p.m. press
release that went out while they were in the air.

It has become increasingly clear that these two members were
indeed aware of the truth and had prepared their defence, and
based on paragraph 494 of Beauchesne’s, 1 understand, Mr.
Speaker, you had to take them at their word. When making your
ruling, I would ask the Speaker to consider that this matter has not
been dealt with during the original point of privilege I raised on
March 12 given that the Member for Grande Prairie-Wapiti in his
response in defence of that very point of privilege said the
following, and I quote according to page 214 of Hansard:

Mr. Speaker, just briefly, as I don’t want to drag this out. 'm
not a lawyer, and I feel like I’'m on trial here. You can say what
you want, you can call me a liar, but I was at the news
conference with a whole roomful of media people. I can
probably name some, but going back two years, they may not
remember. I can guarantee you there was a media
announcement there that day with the Premier and with the
minister, and I can stand up in here as an eyewitness and
confirm that. You can call me a liar if you like. I was there.

I get no joy out of highlighting this for you, Mr. Speaker. In
fact, it pains me. I am fully aware of just how serious an allegation
of misleading this House is, and it is due to the grave and serious
nature of this allegation that I believe it must be addressed.

Given the revelations of the Auditor General report in August
confirming there was no government business that day in Grande
Prairie, there is only one conclusion we can reasonably draw. As a
result of this, Mr. Speaker, I would support the point of privilege
by the Member for Edmonton-Centre. I believe there is sufficient
evidence to justify the Speaker’s rule as such and to refer this
matter to the Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections,
Standing Orders and Printing.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Are there others? The House leader for the ND,
briefly, if you would, please.

Mr. Eggen: Yes, absolutely, Mr. Speaker. Certainly, I’m rising as
well to support this Standing Order 15 by the Member for
Edmonton-Centre. We’re discussing the most serious breach of
privilege that there can be, in my mind. As we know, the concept
of breach of privilege is predicated on the idea that the Members
of the Legislative Assembly must be free to carry out their duties
and perform their functions as elected representatives. Certainly,
the ministers knowingly making untrue statements in the House
constitutes a grave attack on the dignity of the Assembly.

Particularly troubling in this case is that there are so many
untrue statements that were made in response during Oral Question
Period. Question period is one of the most fundamentally important
forms of our parliamentary democracy, and it has been
compromised here. Opposition members are elected in this House
to hold the government to account and to represent concerns of
constituents. Oral Question Period is one of the only opportunities
we have, as well. If government ministers do not approach
question period with the same commitment and respect, the ability
of opposition members to carry out their duties is compromised.

First and foremost, the point of privilege must be brought forth
at the first available opportunity. I think this was made abundantly
clear by the previous opposition speakers. At the time of the
independent officer’s report’s release the New Democrats first
raised the issue that the Auditor General’s findings indicated a
clear case of prima facie breach of privilege based on the
statements of the minister in question here, so we’re glad to
support and to discuss this point of privilege today, the first day
back at the Legislature.

To be clear, the Speaker of this House on November 7, 2007 —
and this can be found in Hansard on page 1860 and 1861 —
confirmed the principle that a point of privilege, misleading the
House, can be raised about statements made several months prior,
when the misleading nature of the comments was not yet
confirmed or discovered at the time that they were made. Also, I’d
like to note that in a previous ruling on a point of privilege from
November 7, 2007, page 1860 in Hansard, the Speaker also said:
“These purported questions of privilege allow members to allege
that someone is deliberately misleading the Assembly, which is
something they could not say in the ordinary course of debate
under [the] rules of debate.” Mr. Speaker, the previous rulings on
points of privilege related to deliberately misleading the House,
for example. Again on November 7, 2007, Speakers have
confirmed that there are tests that need to be met, and I think that
the tests clearly have been outlined already.

The case before us has been made so straightforward by the
Auditor General’s findings and was so well canvassed by the
members for Calgary-Shaw and Edmonton-Strathcona on March
12, 2014, that I only need to briefly repeat how the situation meets
all of the elements of this test. The Auditor General himself
confirmed that by claiming that these people were in Grande
Prairie on October 25, 2012, for government business, the
members for Grande Prairie-Wapiti, Edmonton-Rutherford, and
Spruce Grove-St. Albert did in fact make untrue statements. I have
to note that the Member for Calgary-Acadia on March 12
incorrectly agreed on the record that these members were being
truthful when they made these statements as well. Clearly, the
members knew that these were not true when they made them.
The supposed government business never did transpire, nor were
the members involved in such business in their time in Grande
Prairie.

We now have further confirmation from the Auditor General
that this supposed government business, in fact, never happened.
We do know that we have a case that is not just a mere difference
of opinion or a question of interpretation. The Auditor General’s
report constitutes a clear finding of a fact that there was no
government business in Grande Prairie on October 25, 2012.
There are clear statements on the record from the members in
question that they were conducting government business, and
there are direct quotes, in fact, that you can find in Hansard. It
seems reasonably clear that this, in fact, was a deliberate
misrepresentation of the truth.

In other words, is there sufficient grounds on the face of it to
conclude that the effect of their statements was that the House was



28 Alberta Hansard

November 18, 2014

misled and that there was a consequent impediment to the ability
of opposition members to carry out their duties? If the answer is
yes — in my mind, it clearly is — then the question of privilege
merits further consideration by a committee of the Legislative
Assembly. It is for this committee to wade through the evidence
and for the Legislative Assembly itself to make a final
determination.

We know that there are parallel investigations that are taking
place in regard to the use of government airplanes. We know that
there is an RCMP investigation in a parallel case of misuse of
government airplanes. I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, that this adds
some import of weight to the debate and the deliberations that you
must undertake today. Number two, of course, the Auditor
General, an officer of the Legislature, has made clear determi-
nations on this issue as well.

We certainly believe that there is a clear case of breach of
privilege, and I welcome your deliberations here today, Mr.
Speaker. Thank you.

3:50

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, about 35 or 36 minutes of debate have already
occurred on this particular point. However, I would extend the
courtesy to any other members, particularly those who may have
been named, should they wish to make a comment at this time. If
they do, I would welcome that, and if not, we will move forward.
Sturgeon-St. Albert.

Mr. Horner: Spruce Grove-St. Albert.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Very, very briefly because, yes, I had
been named in this point of privilege. I take the accusations very,
very seriously. It is a very significant event to be accused of such
things in this House. In the 14 years that I’ve been privileged to
spend in this Assembly, I have never, nor do I know of any of my
colleagues who have, ever intentionally misled this Assembly and
did not do so in 2012-2013 or even up till today. This is something
that our honour and integrity are based upon, and I would not and
I know that my colleagues would not intentionally mislead this
House.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. member, and we’ll let the record
show Spruce Grove-St. Albert. Thank you for correcting that.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.

Mr. Horne: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for the
opportunity, and I will be brief as well. Like my colleague from
Spruce Grove-St. Albert, I would want to take the opportunity
once again, as I did when the earlier point of privilege was raised,
to confirm for this House and for all of my colleagues that I
certainly did not mislead nor did I intend to mislead this House in
response to any of the questions that were asked of me with
respect to this particular matter.

I think that in the previous point of privilege you graciously
allowed the opportunity to explain a number of the circumstances
surrounding that trip that were particularly poignant to the
question of whether or not the House was misled or there was an
intent to mislead the House specifically on my behalf. I have and I
will continue to conduct myself with the utmost integrity and
respect for the House, Mr. Speaker, and that includes, first and
foremost, the commitment to be truthful and forthright in
answering questions that are put to me.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Minister of Transportation.

Mr. Drysdale: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I stated last time, I’'m
not going to go into a lot of detail here. I guess my integrity is
called into question. The guys have accused me of lying in the
House. I do have a newspaper article I’d like to table that was
actually written just on August 14 of this year, 2014. It’s from the
editor of the Grande Prairie Herald-Tribune, the newspaper that
was there. She states that they were at the press conference that we
did and that we did make announcements, and she totally says in
this article that Drysdale was telling the truth. I was there; this
editor was there. None of those people were there. So I guess: who
do you believe? I'1l table this.

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. members. A lot of points have
been raised here, and I do recall having heard a similar point of
order or point of privilege — I can’t recall; I think it was a point of
privilege — which Calgary-Shaw correctly identified as having
occurred back in the spring. So I’'m going to review that. I’'m also
going to review the tabling which the hon. Member for Edmonton-
Centre provided to all of us — and I just received my copy of that —
regarding some flight manifests. I want to go through that as well.
Similarly, I’'m going to go through all of the references that were
just put on the record with respect to issues that the Auditor
General raised in his report, and I want to review the context
within which they were used to argue today’s points. I will also
review other documents that were referenced by other speakers,
and I’m going to carefully review every word that was put down
today into Hansard.

That being said, with more than 35, 40 minutes of time on this,
there’s a lot to still consider. I want to be very diligent because as
all of you know, a point of privilege is the most serious charge
that one member can make against another here. As such, I will
take one day or more to deliberate, consider, and then write the
appropriate ruling. So that ends the discussion on that matter for
today.

Mr. Clerk, you can proceed to Orders of the Day.

Orders of the Day

Government Motions
The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. If it pleases this
Chamber, I’d be pleased to go through all of the motions at once.
Would that be acceptable, Mr. Speaker? Thank you.

2. Mr. Denis moved:
Be it resolved that the Legislative Assembly resolve into
Committee of the Whole, when called, to consider certain
bills on the Order Paper.

3. Mr. Denis moved:
Be it resolved that the Legislative Assembly resolve itself
into Committee of Supply, when called, to consider supply
to be granted to Her Majesty.

Evening Sittings
4. Mr. Denis moved:
Be it resolved that pursuant to Standing Order 4(1)
commencing the week of November 24, 2014, the Assembly
shall meet on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings
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for consideration of government business for the duration of
the 2014 fall sitting unless on motion by the Government
House Leader made before 6 p.m., which may be made
orally and without notice, the Assembly is adjourned to the
following sitting day.

Adjournment of Fall Session

5. Mr. Denis moved:
Be it resolved that pursuant to Standing Order 3(9) the 2014
fall sitting of the Assembly shall be extended
(a) up to and including December 18, 2014, or
(b) until the Government House Leader advises the
Assembly that the business for the sitting is
concluded, whichever occurs earlier, at which
time the Assembly stands adjourned.

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. member. All of those motions are
not debatable, and we’ll have to vote them one at a time.
So I’m going to call the question on Motion 2 first.

[Government Motion 2 carried]

The Clerk: Government Motion 3.

[Government Motion 3 carried]

The Clerk: Government Motion 4.

[Government Motion 4 carried]

The Clerk: Government Motion 5.

[Government Motion 5 carried]

The Speaker: While I have the floor, let me just make the
notation here that normally these should be presented one at a
time. However, I did acknowledge the Government House Leader
because they were all nondebatable, so we proceeded on that
basis. Nonetheless, they will be recorded as having been voted
individually.

So let us proceed.

Amendments to Standing Orders

6. Mr. Denis moved:

A. Be it resolved that the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly of Alberta effective March 4,
2014, be amended as follows:

1. Standing Order 52.01(1) is amended
(a) in clause (a)

(1) by striking out “Culture” and substituting
“Culture and Tourism”;
(i) by adding “Seniors,” after “Education,”;
(b) in clause (b) by striking out “Tourism, Parks
and Recreation,”.

B.  And be it further resolved that this motion takes effect

upon passage.

[Government Motion 6 carried]

The Speaker: I should have mentioned that this is a debatable
motion, but I didn’t sense anyone rushing to speak. Thank you.
Government Motion 7, please.

Committee Membership Changes

7. Mr. Denis moved:

Be it resolved that the membership of the Assembly’s

committees be replaced as follows:

(1) Standing Committee on the Alberta Heritage Savings
Trust Fund: Mr. Casey, chair; Mrs. Jablonski, deputy
chair; Mr. Amery; Mr. Barnes; Mr. Ellis; Mr. Horner;
Mr. Lukaszuk; Mr. Mason; and Dr. Sherman.

(2) Standing Committee on Legislative Offices: Mr.
Jeneroux, chair; Dr. Starke, deputy chair; Mr.
Bikman; Ms Blakeman; Dr. Brown; Ms DeLong; Mr.
Eggen; Mrs. Leskiw; Mr. Quadri; Mr. Wilson; and
Mr. Young.

(3) Standing Committee on Private Bills: Mrs. Leskiw,
chair; Ms Cusanelli, deputy chair; Mr. Allen; Mr.
Bilous; Dr. Brown; Ms DeLong; Ms Fenske; Mrs.
Fritz; Mrs. Jablonski; Ms Olesen; Mr. Rowe; Mr.
Stier; Mr. Strankman; Dr. Swann; and Mr. Xiao.

(4) Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections,
Standing Orders and Printing: Mr. Luan, chair; Mr.
Rogers, deputy chair; Mr. Bilous; Ms Calahasen; Mr.
Cao; Mr. Casey; Mr. Ellis; Mr. Kang; Ms Olesen; Ms
Pastoor; Mr. Pedersen; Mr. Rodney; Mr. Saskiw; Dr.
Starke; and Mr. Wilson.

(5) Standing Committee on Public Accounts: Mr.
Anderson, chair; Mr. Young, deputy chair; Mr. Allen;
Mr. Amery; Mr. Barnes; Mr. Bilous; Mr. Donovan;
Mr. Hehr; Mr. Horne; Ms Jansen; Mr. Jeneroux; Mr.
Luan; Ms Pastoor; Mr. Sandhu; and Mrs. Sarich.

(6) Special Standing Committee on Members’ Services:
Mr. Zwozdesky, chair; Mr. VanderBurg, deputy
chair; Mrs. Forsyth; Mrs. Fritz; Mr. Griffiths; Ms L.
Johnson; Mr Lukaszuk; Mr. Mason; Mr. McDonald;
Dr. Sherman; and Mrs. Towle.

(7)  Standing Committee on Alberta’s Economic Future:
Mr. Amery, chair; Mr. Fox, deputy chair; Mr. Dallas;
Mr. Eggen; Mr. Hehr; Mr. Horne; Ms Kennedy-
Glans; Mr. Lemke; Mr. Luan; Mr. McDonald; Mr.
Quadri; Mr. Rogers; Mr. Rowe; Mrs. Sarich; and Mr.
Stier.

(8) Standing Committee on Families and Communities:
Ms Olesen, chair; Mr. Pedersen, deputy chair; Ms
Cusanelli; Mr. Eggen; Ms Fenske; Mr. Fox; Mrs.
Fritz; Mrs. Jablonski; Mrs. Leskiw; Mr. McAllister;
Mr. Quest; Mr. Rodney; Mr. Sandhu; Dr. Swann; and
Mr. Weadick.

(9) Standing Committee on Resource Stewardship: Mr.
Goudreau, chair; Mr. Hale, deputy chair; Mr. Allen;
Mr. Anglin; Mr. Bikman; Ms Blakeman; Dr. Brown;
Ms Calahasen; Mr. Cao; Mr. Casey; Mr. Fraser; Ms
L. Johnson; Mr. Mason; Mr. Xiao; and Mr. Young.

4:00

The Speaker: Thank you. This motion is debatable.
Seeing no speakers, let us move on then. Hon. Government
House Leader, you have the opportunity to close debate.

Mr. Denis: I would ask to close debate.

[Government Motion 7 carried]
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Constituency Week

8. Mr. Denis moved:
Be it resolved that Standing Order 3(6), which provides for
one constituency week for every three sitting weeks, not
apply to the 2014 fall sitting.

The Speaker: Thank you.
This motion is also debatable. Are there any speakers? The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood.

Mr. Mason: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s a
pleasure to rise and speak to this motion, which I disagree with. I
do not think that we should be carrying on to the point of
exhaustion making important laws for the public. I think that we
should retain the standing orders. It was something that was
passed with great wisdom by this House and I think something
that should be retained with respect to the physical and mental
health of members and also the staff that have to be here as well.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Are there others?
If not, the hon. Government House Leader to close debate.

Mr. Denis: Close debate, Mr. Speaker. We’re following a
commitment here that was made to allow the Assembly to meet
for the same number of days as originally scheduled for the 2014
fall sitting. I would respectfully remind this House that this change
is specifically only for the 2014 fall sitting, owing to the unique
circumstances of having to delay the start to accommodate for
four by-elections. We’re committed to having constituency weeks
in the spring.

Government members are also impacted by this motion as they
also appreciate the ability to meet with constituents. However, we
all have to make some sacrifices to ensure the Assembly has the
max amount of time available to conduct its business. One final
point to consider is that between October 27, the day we originally
scheduled to come here, and December 18, MLAs will have the
same total weeks in and out of the Assembly as outlined in the
sessional calendar that was published on January 15: three weeks
in their constituencies, five weeks in the Assembly.

The Speaker: That closes debate.

[Government Motion 8 carried]

Government Bills and Orders
Second Reading

Bill 1
Respecting Property Rights Act

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Denis: Yes. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I rise to
speak in second reading on Bill 1, the Respecting Property Rights
Act, on behalf of the Premier.

As the Premier has often stated, Alberta is under new
management. Our government is focused on the priorities of
Albertans, and we’re working hard to reflect Alberta values in the
direction that we have set and in the bills that we will pass in this
House. In keeping with this, Mr. Speaker, our Premier has given a
clear direction on providing Albertans with a government based
on respect, accountability, and a common-sense, conservative
perspective.

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully cannot think of anything that is more
common sense than respecting Albertans’ property rights, and that

is what Bill 1 achieves. Bill 1 marks the beginning of a new
relationship between this government and Alberta’s farmers,
ranchers, acreage owners, and others who play a fundamental role
in the economic future of this province.

Bill 1 includes a preamble to establish the importance of
property rights to this government and the repeal of the Land
Assembly Project Area Act. In the review of the existing
legislation and listening to the concerns of Albertans, it had
become clear that this act, otherwise known as Bill 19, does not
meet the expectations of Albertans and their individual property
rights. By repealing this act, we are responding to Albertans’
concerns.

This was an act that was not proclaimed and not ever used but
continued to be a cause of concern to those who had a vested
interest in property, which, Mr. Speaker, is many people. By
immediately repealing this bill, we have demonstrated that we
have listened to Albertans and have acted out on our first available
opportunity.

More importantly, Mr. Speaker, this bill has a preamble which
demonstrates this government’s philosophy and commitment to
property rights. It affirms that private ownership of land is a
fundamental element of a parliamentary democracy in Alberta. It
looks to the Alberta Bill of Rights, which recognizes and declares
the rights of the individual to the enjoyment of their property and
the right not to be deprived thereof except by due process of law.

Further, Mr. Speaker, it also commits our government to
consulting with Albertans on legislation that impacts private
property ownership. This preamble sets out the parameters of how
this government will treat property owners and what they can
expect with our government going forward. Expectations play a
significant role for private investors in making investments into
land and businesses. My message to the investors and all
Albertans is that their property rights are and always will be
protected in Alberta under the leadership of this Premier and this
government.

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to take a moment to comment on the
Progressive Conservative record on property rights dating back to
the days of Peter Lougheed. Peter Lougheed knew that property
rights are the bedrock of this province, so much that the
protections of property rights were incorporated into the Alberta
Bill of Rights. Peter Lougheed also stood up against the Trudeau
government, who tried to take property rights out of provincial
jurisdiction and centralize them in the hands of federal judges and
the federal government in eastern Canada. It is through
Lougheed’s example and actions that we are here today, renewing
our commitment to protecting and standing up for Albertans’
interests, and that includes the interests in their own private
property.

Our Premier’s commitment to private property rights has been a
matter of public record for decades. He has made it clear that he
intends to apply the same kind of common-sense, conservative
approach and responsibility and balance to this issue that he has
already demonstrated on many key files.

Mr. Speaker, Bill 1 is a clear statement in support of property
rights. It begins to address landowners’ concerns, and it upholds
their rights, but we won’t be stopping there. Pursuant to the
Property Rights Advocate Act and the 2012 and 2013 Property
Rights Advocate reports these will be referred to a committee for
review during the fall session. We will also look forward to
hearing from the committee, following their review, to see if there
are ways that we can further protect Albertans’ property rights. It
is our commitment to a clear and fair process that respects the
Legislative Assembly and respects the input of members of this
Assembly in that process.
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Mr. Speaker, today I’m pleased to stand in support of Bill 1 and
to stand in support of property rights. I also would ask all hon.
members to stand in support of this bill.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I now move to adjourn
debate on Bill 1.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]

Consideration of His Honour
the Lieutenant Governor’s Speech

Ms Fenske moved, seconded by Mr. Ellis, that an humble address
be presented to His Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant
Governor as follows:

To His Honour the Honourable Colonel (Retired) Donald S.
Ethell, OC, OMM, AOE, MSC, CD, LLD, the Lieutenant Governor
of the Province of Alberta:

We, Her Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the
Legislative Assembly, now assembled, beg leave to thank Your
Honour for the gracious speech Your Honour has been pleased to
address to us at the opening of the present session.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville.

Ms Fenske: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my honour to open the
debate in consideration of the Speech from the Throne. I wish to
begin by thanking His Honour the Honourable Colonel (Retired)
Donald S. Ethell, Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta,
for his speech. It is my privilege to stand in these historic
Chambers and not only honour the traditions of the past but look
forward to the remarkable opportunities that are ours because we
are Albertans.

I want to thank the Premier for honouring me and the
constituency of Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville in asking us to
open debate on this very important speech, that ushers in the
dawning of a new era and positions Alberta for future economic
prosperity. The fact that Alberta is a key player in the global
economy is evident in the constituency I serve. World-scale
industrial sites, immensely productive agriculture and ag-related
operations, innovative research, and our greatest asset, people,
proudly choose to call the counties, the hamlets, villages, towns, or
the city that is located in the constituency of Fort Saskatchewan-
Vegreville their home. We are doing our part in this constituency to
propel Alberta along its path to a vibrant future.

Alberta’s Industrial Heartland is a partnership of five
municipalities that is attracting international initiatives that add
value to our energy resources. This is the largest petrochemical
production region in all of Canada, and it is a major driver of
Alberta’s economic viability: 582 square miles, investment that
exceeds $20 billion, with the potential for far more. We can turn
natural gas into plastics and textile, and we can turn bitumen into
diesel. We employ people, thousands of people. We care about
their health, and we care about the health of the environment.

4:10

We take a regional approach to managing our environmental
impacts because we know that to be competitive on a world scale,
our environmental record must be second to none. Fort Air
Partnership, one of our partners, is responsible for monitoring an
area 4,500 square kilometres in size, and their work is very well
respected by local residents. The Northeast Capital Industrial
Association has designed and is piloting a regional approach to
managing industrial noise.

We are on the move in this constituency, and we require the
economic infrastructure that will get our people safely to and from

their work sites and get our goods to market. Better roads,
improved rail crossings, additional pipeline capacity, and another
bridge across the North Saskatchewan River are desperately
needed in this, Alberta’s second largest and growing economic
region.

Expanding value-added here would quickly create an additional
$650 million per year in provincial corporate income taxes.
However, the window for global investment for new
petrochemical and hydrocarbon processing is limited. A natural
gas strategy is needed now to maximize and support innovation in
the development of new products and opportunities in this sector.
So, Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that our government has made
maximizing the value of our natural resources a priority and
realizes that a robust transportation plan is essential.

Adding value to our products and getting them to market is just
as important to our agricultural community as it is to our
petrochemical industries. As we enter a future where within 15
years we will be one of six countries in the entire world that will
produce more food than our citizens consume, we know that
environmental protection, efficient uses of our resources of land
and water, food processing, and transportation networks will
ensure that in Alberta agriculture remains the bedrock of our
society. It will be here long after other industries are gone, and the
Speech from the Throne clearly recognizes this. Our ag producers
are resourceful. They seize economic opportunities. They are
innovative and bold in their decisions. They have to be to meet the
challenge of feeding the world.

Now, you’d expect to find beef, fruits, vegetables, bison, and
grain grown in Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville, and you would, but
did you know that research at Alberta Innovates: Technology
Futures in Vegreville has resulted in diversification of crops such
as flax and hemp to meet the demands of the construction
industry? The biochar project at AITF will unleash value in
agriculture and forest residues which were once considered waste
but will now contribute toward a strong bioeconomy that produces
carbon-rich soil. Our government recognizes the significant value
of a research-based economy and is expanding our agricultural
research capacity.

Yes, in big blue sky Alberta anything is possible, but there are
and will be and will continue to be challenges ahead. Over 4.1
million people call Alberta home today, and that number is
expected to rise to 5 million by 2025. Now, I’ve heard from
thousands of Albertans, some who have chosen Alberta as their
home and others like me, who were born here, that there is no
better province to live in, there is no better province to do business
in or to raise a family. We found a place to call home that is the
envy of the world. We are blessed by boundless opportunities to
grow, succeed, and thrive, but we can always do better. Listening
to the people of Alberta, this government, led by this Premier, has
heard that we must do better when it comes to ensuring that
Albertans have a health care system that addresses the challenges
such as patient access, wait times, rural health care issues, and the
availability of mental health supports for children, and we want
our local health care providers to have input in health care
decision-making. The Speech from the Throne clearly outlines
that we will be moving in this direction, the direction that
Albertans asked us to move in.

As a former teacher I know first-hand how the pressures of
growth and an ever-changing world affect our educational system.
Working with education partners, we can deliver innovative
learning opportunities which will allow high school students to
develop high-demand skills and 21st-century competencies to
succeed, and we can do this in classrooms instead of hallways
because this government is building schools for our children.
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Oh, Mr. Speaker, let me tell you personally how thrilled I am
that our government will be developing a long-term strategy to
develop growth in Alberta’s arts and culture because I believe a
province that boasts a dynamic arts community will ensure that it
flourishes on the world stage.

Albertans are expecting to be listened to, to be engaged, and to
be respected. This government has listened and will begin its work
by focusing on five priorities: one, sound conservative fiscal
principles; two, ending entitlement and restoring public trust;
three, maximizing value of our natural resources and respecting
property rights; four, establishing our province as an environ-
mental leader; and fifth and probably most importantly, in my
opinion, increasing Albertans’ quality of life by becoming leaders
in health care, education, and skills training. This Premier has
committed this government to action.

Now I leave you with these thoughts, Mr. Speaker. Hard work,
foresight, and good fortune created this province we are so proud
of. Ingenuity, determination, and good government will ensure
that our great grandchildren will be equally proud to call her
home. There is an optimistic spirit in Alberta that is unparalleled
anywhere else in North America. That optimism abounds in the
hearts of the constituents I am honoured to serve.

On behalf of the constituents of Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville
it is my honour and privilege to move that a humble address be
presented to His Honour thanking him for his most gracious
speech. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.
The hon. Member for Calgary-West.

Mr. Ellis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It is my honour,
with great humility, that I be given the opportunity to second the
motion moved by my hon. colleague the Member for Fort
Saskatchewan-Vegreville. I want to thank the Premier for the
opportunity of seconding this motion and for allowing me the
chance to address this House for the first time as the representative
and servant of the constituency of Calgary West. [some applause]
Thank you.

As 1 stand before you today, it is important that I acknowledge
that democracy is the cornerstone of our society and its values,
and it is through our democratic tradition that I have the privilege
of being here with you all now. I am lifted up and borne aloft on
the shoulders of those that came before me from Calgary-West:
Elaine McCoy, Karen Kryczka, Ron Leipert, Ken Hughes, and, of
course, Peter Lougheed. I can see a distant shore, a shore that is
the future of the great province, Mr. Speaker, and it is because of
the foundation that was laid for me by generations past, a
foundation laid by the determined effort and perseverance of
people both in the past and present. And it is to these people that I
express today my gratitude and thanks. It is the people of Calgary-
West to whom I owe this truly great honour, and I see it as my
humble duty to fulfill this mandate to the best my ability.

The past influences the future, but the future is yet to be, and
unlike the past the future can be changed by what we think and do
in this moment in this session of the Legislature. There is a golden
thread in our past, and that thread runs through each of us, yet
while each thread is as individual and as unique as each person
assembled here today, Mr. Speaker, these threads, while
independent, are woven into the fabric we call community. Our
individual threads working together make up a tapestry that we
today call Alberta. These individual threads that started our
provincial tapestry came from mavericks, men and women who
were adventurous, hard working, and spirited. These men and

women are the past generations that broke the soil and tamed this
land.

Our ancestors toiled, and they worked this land, creating farms
and ranches, building communities. And when they were defeated
and broken, they got up, they dusted themselves off, and they
started over. This Albertan trait was never more evidently
displayed than in the recent floods that affected a great portion of
our province, including the community of Calgary-West. That is
the Alberta spirit: a pride in our past, our strengths, and our
cultural diversity. When times are tough, Albertans roll up their
sleeves, and they get to work. We have the strength to view the
future not as a problem but as a joyous task, a labour to embrace.
It is the same independent, free spirit that shaped our past which
will guide our province towards the future and the change that the
future brings.

4:20

It is said that Alberta was built by mavericks. These mavericks
were unique characters. They were inspired and determined risk
takers, forward-looking individuals, creative and eager for change.
Their collected efforts propelled Alberta in a new direction. They
changed the landscape of what was into what is. Were these
mavericks great men and women? Some of them, yes. Most of
them, nay, the majority of them were regular people. They were
and are people of our communities, our neighbours, and our
constituents. Alberta was built by these hard-working people.

I often wondered what brought these people to Alberta. I think
that it was not only the Canadian government’s program to settle
the west, but it was the unique and diverse land itself: the boreal
forests to the north; the Rockies, that framed the west lands; the
aspen forests and farmlands of central Alberta; and the grass
rangelands of the south. Whatever the reasons, they came and then
made Alberta home, and they set down roots and families. Mr.
Speaker, they were our founding families. They make up the
colourful portrait that is our past. They are the foundations of
Alberta heritage.

I say “foundation” because today’s Albertans continue to build
the history of this great province. Alberta is very much a work-in-
progress. Alberta started a new chapter, one that is fundamentally
built on solid principles of integrity, responsibility, and account-
ability. Although these values were borne in the past by our
forefathers and in strengthening government by Calgary-West past
representative the hon. Premier Peter Lougheed, I believe this new
era will be one that will allow our province to be blessed with
continued growth and prosperity.

Our early tapestry was one of cultural diversity. Our present is
made up of the same wonderfully diverse thoughts and ideals,
races, and creeds. I’'m here to represent every Albertan, not just
those who voted for and supported me. I will to the best of my
ability ensure that all of your voices are heard. To those that did
not vote for me, please allow me the chance to earn your trust.
Once again I must stress that Albertans have entrusted all
members of this House with a tremendous amount of
responsibility, which we should hold in the highest esteem. The
government of Alberta, your government, will be ushering in a
confident and constructive era that will focus on supporting and
strengthening communities and families. I am sure that this
sentiment is shared by all hon. members of this House.

1 was once asked what a true Albertan was, and that was
something that made me think: was I one? I live in Alberta. I was
born and raised in Alberta. I married, and my wife and I are
raising our children in Alberta. I make my living in Alberta, and I
reside in Alberta. But does all of this make me an Albertan? I
believe it does. But I also know that I came from stock that
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immigrated to Alberta, like the majority of Albertans, some time
in the past. It is that cultural diversity that makes Alberta strong. It
is that very cultural diversity that makes up Calgary-West.

Our duty as elected officials is not to be taken lightly. We are
all here to serve all the people of Alberta. This is the duty that is
particularly near and dear to my heart. My history as a police
officer serving in the Calgary Police Service allowed me to serve
Albertans and support the community. I see this role no
differently. In both positions I have been chosen to serve
Albertans and have their best interests at heart. I would like to
thank and recognize all my brothers and sisters in law
enforcement throughout Alberta as they put their lives on the line
every day they put on their uniforms.

I come from a long history of dedicated public servants on my
father’s side, with over four generations dedicated to service in the
military and law enforcement. It began when my great-grandfather
Corporal Albert Ellis fought in World War I and survived the
slaughter of Vimy Ridge 100 years ago. The Canadian victory at
Vimy Ridge is considered by many as a defining moment for
Canada. This was the moment in time Canada became a nation. It
continued with my grandfather Corporal Frank Ellis, who was a
World War II veteran, and through to my father, George Ellis,
who was a police officer and a major in the Canadian military.
The Ellis family has given to this community, this province, and
this country for four generations, and we will continue to give.

My mother Doreen Chobzay’s side has deep roots in the coal
mining communities of Canmore and East Coulee, Alberta. [some
applause] Thank you. My great-grandfather Michael Chobzay was
a hard-working coal miner, and my great-grandmother Mary
Chobzay along with her two daughters, Doreen and my
grandmother Jean, spent their time feeding the miners. What
exemplified my coal mining family the most and exemplified the
rooted values of truly being an Albertan was during World War I,
when my great-grandmother not only fed the miners but also fed
the young boys heading off to war. My family was not rich, but
what little extra they had they gave to those less fortunate.

These young Alberta boys who were going off to war, Mr.
Speaker, were impoverished, never knowing when or where their
next meal would come. They did not resort to crime but instead
embraced the values of being an Albertan. When the country of
Canada called upon them to serve, these Alberta boys without
hesitation were the first to sign up and defend our freedom and our
right to sit in this very Assembly today. Although we may never
know their names, we must remember them for what they did for
each and every one of us.

I can safely say that I am rooted here. I can safely answer that
previous question: I am an Albertan. My family has proudly
served and taken part in working hard to build this province. My
family was among the mavericks, and they worked hard to create
Alberta as we know it today. I will work hard for every Albertan
to ensure that Alberta remains the resilient home that we know it
to be. As a Calgarian and, most importantly, as a devoted Albertan
I have taken a vested interest in serving my community by doing
what is right. I believe that is truly what being an Albertan is, and
I know that I am not the only one who shares this view. An
appreciation for family, community, a consideration for
generations to come make a person appreciate the duty, the bound
necessity of making one’s home and community better for future
generations.

This realization played a crucial role in my choice to pursue a
career with the Calgary Police Service. The value system within
the Calgary Police Service very much resonates with me. I have
dedicated my life to serving others. I feel that this is extremely
important, and I have tremendous respect for public servants.

While in the police service I became a victims’ advocate. I believe
in protecting victims and their rights by ensuring that there’s
accountability while considering the overall situation and the
individual’s rights.

I was the only law enforcement officer who was ever a part of
the Alberta Secretariat for Action on Homelessness. Sadly, today
homelessness is not just reserved for individuals; it now represents
families, and we still have work to do, Mr. Speaker. When you
push people to the edge of society by not allowing them a place
within it, you marginalize them. They are put into a powerless
position just outside society. Is this the choice that Albertans are
comfortable with?

My choices speak for themselves. I am a working man. I always
have been, and I always will be. I am here to serve my community
in whatever way I am able. Under the leadership of our Premier I
feel that I am able to continue to serve others under his plan for
Alberta.

The constituency of Calgary-West is rich with history, and I
recognize this and honour those that have come before me. The
electoral riding of Calgary-West is one of the two original Calgary
ridings of the seven that have survived from the 1959
redistribution of the Calgary ridings. The other riding is Calgary-
Glenmore. Calgary-West’s population increased by 151.3 per cent
between 1994 and 2012 compared to a 44.3 per cent increase for
Alberta. The riding is made up of 14 communities, which hold
32,198 homes and a population of at least 80,870 people, and it is
still growing. This tremendous growth, Mr. Speaker, has brought
infrastructure issues to light. A prime concern of the riding’s
constituents is ready access to schools and health care and the
development of the Calgary ring road.

I look forward to continue serving this community, that has had
a remarkable impact on me. Community is the cornerstone in both
my life and my value system, and I am happy to have my family
be a part of the community of Calgary-West. I thank my beautiful
wife, Hollie, and my three children — Simone, aged 10; Keaton,
aged six; and Mason, aged two — for reminding me every day how
important it is to work for Albertans to ensure that they are
protected and are able to grow and build an even more resilient
Alberta. Family and a sense of community values teach you the
importance of building a better future in a way that nothing else
really can, yet building for the future does not come without hard
work and determination. My family’s military and coal mining
roots have made this very clear to me.

They have also made clear to me that in a province like Alberta
anyone with determination can make a brighter future for himself
and those around him. It is important that every Albertan deserves
an equal opportunity to pursue the best possible future for oneself.
At the end of the day is that not why we are all here today, to
ensure that Albertans are given an opportunity and the best
possible environment to succeed? Is this not what the past
generations have committed to providing us? We have all made an
important commitment to our constituents. Our communities, our
friends, and our neighbours have passed us a torch, a torch of hope
and a torch of trust. This torch represents their dreams and their
tomorrows. We have collectively as an Assembly been entrusted
with a sacred commitment to building a brighter future, not just
for a select few but for all Albertans.
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I promise to bring ethics, honesty, integrity, accountability, and
respect to everything I do in my capacity as a servant not only for
my constituents’ interests but for all Albertans’ and colleagues’.
These values are integral to who I am and what I stand for in all
aspects of my life, and in my view they are values shared by all
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Albertans as well. It is with these values in mind that I decided to
take my part in the province’s moment of renewal under the new
management of our new Premier. The Premier has laid out a
sensible plan that has resonated with me and has clearly resonated
with Albertans: a focused commitment to conservative fiscal
principles, an end to entitlements and a restoration of public trust,
maximizing the value of our resources while respecting property
rights, establishing Alberta as a leader in environmental practices,
and, of course, continuing the effort to establish ourselves as a
leader in education, health, and skills training.

The new — and I repeat: new — management team of this
province, with their reasonable, common-sense approach to
decision-making, is well poised to chart a course into the future by
continuing to serve Albertans and strengthen communities across
this province. Mr. Speaker, it is time for our golden threads to be
added to the tapestry that is Alberta.

Thank you, sir, and God bless.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, just before I recognize the Leader of the Official
Opposition, I would like to bring to your attention that we have
seven new pages joining us today. Raise your hand, new pages,
those of you who are new. Some are in, and some are out, but
there they are. Please thank them.

Number two, I’'m going to recognize the Leader of the Official
Opposition in a moment, and pursuant to Standing Order
29(1)(a)(ii) she will have up to 90 minutes to speak. Following her
speech there will be a five-minute question-and-comment period
offered under 29(2)(a), and since no lists have been given to me
yet about who wishes to speak thereafter, I would encourage you
to send me that list so that we can then proceed in the alternating
fashion. However, it is common tradition to recognize one speaker
from the Liberal Party first and then one speaker from the NDs
and then to do the alternating. If you want to get onto the list after
those next three speakers, please send me a note, and we’ll
develop it accordingly.

Let me recognize the Leader of the Official Opposition.

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my pleasure to rise
today to speak in response to the Speech from the Throne. I should
put everyone at ease because I did hear a few groans when you
reminded people I have 90 minutes. I will not use the full 90
minutes. [some applause] Yes, I figured I’d get at least some
consensus and a round of applause on that.

It is always a pleasure for me to hear His Honour the
Honourable the Lieutenant Governor deliver the Speech from the
Throne. It always is so hopeful, and it should be no surprise that in
the throne speech we, and I in particular, once again found many
things to support and be hopeful for.

One of the things I liked in particular was the recognition that
we need to build better relations with our First Nations, Métis, and
Inuit communities. I was very, very pleased to see in multiple
levels throughout the entire throne speech that that’s going to be a
priority for this government. As you know, Mr. Speaker, these
issues, that are near and dear to my heart, are the reason why [ am
the Aboriginal Relations critic for my party. I believe it’s
foundational for our province to make sure that as we go forward,
we go forward in partnership with our friends in our First Nations,
Métis, and Inuit communities to make sure that they are able to
share in the incredible prosperity that we know this province has
and will continue to enjoy. So to see that we are going to see
partnerships in social areas, education, labour force, environment,
energy as well as in health care I think is vitally important for us.

I have in the past asked for some accountability around the
number of dollars that flow through to us from our federal
government for urban aboriginal housing as well as urban
aboriginal health initiatives, and I’ve been unsuccessful in being
able to get answers to those questions. With the renewed focus in
this throne speech on making sure that we do everything that we
can to ensure the integration of urban aboriginals, I’'m hopeful that
I’ll have a better answer to that question when I ask it again in the
future.

The other area that, again, it’s hard to find fault with, because it
sounds very similar to my own leadership campaign bid back five
and a half years ago, when I was running for leader of the
Wildrose Party, is to see the five core principles that have been
identified as areas that this government intends to work on. Of
course, listed on page 2 of the throne speech: a focused
commitment to sound, conservative fiscal principles. Who can
disagree with that? Ending entitlements and restoring the public
trust: again, who could possibly disagree? Maximizing the value
of our natural resources and respecting property rights: protecting
private property rights is one of the reasons why I decided to run
for provincial public office. Establishing our province as an
environmental leader and increasing Albertans’ quality of life by
being a leader in the areas of health, education, seniors’ care, and
skills training: in all of that my colleagues in their critic roles, I
think, have distinguished themselves in advocating for some
changes in that regard. Also, accountability and transparency, one
of the core principles that I think every one of the opposition
parties has been asking for over the last number of years that I’ve
been in the Legislature.

Other things that I was pleased to see and that, I’'m sure, my
colleague for Little Bow was pleased to see since he’s been such a
champion: getting a program in place for proper bridge
maintenance and repair. I’'m very pleased to see that that was
referenced in the throne speech. I can assure you, Mr. Speaker,
that there will be lots of questions asked on that as a progress
report as we go forward over the coming months leading up to the
next election.

In addition, I’m sure that my colleague the MLA for Cypress-
Medicine Hat was pleased to see that there are now going to be
biannual reports. Two times a year they’re going to have report
cards on the progress of infrastructure projects. My colleague
from Cypress-Medicine Hat has been tireless in putting forward a
number of studies and suggestions about how to better manage
infrastructure. He’s now moving on to the environment portfolio,
but I think he can be gratified that the government has appeared to
listen to him in that regard as well.

In addition, my colleague from Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two
Hills has been a champion, as have other members of the
opposition, on making sure that legal aid is expanded for those on
AISH in particular, so I was pleased to see that that is a
commitment that was made in this throne speech.

I would like to give the government the benefit of the doubt that
they are actually going to implement the agenda that was outlined
in this throne speech. Sadly, we don’t have much in the way of a
record that would demonstrate that we should have that level of
confidence. I go back to the 2012 Speech from the Throne: 10 key
priorities, two of them now apparently completely repudiated. We
heard, of course, the Health minister today say that the issue of
family care clinics is completely off the table, and if you go back
and look at that 2012 speech, there are very few areas where the
government made meaningful progress, and in some cases they’re
walking away from it altogether.
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In 2014, once again, there was actually a laundry list of things
that the government intended to accomplish — five key areas, 34
different priorities — and virtually none of them has had any
meaningful progress on them. Unfortunately, looking at past
practice, the problem is not the ideas and the vision that are laid
out. The problem is that the government has a very difficult time
actually meeting any of its commitments.

We also look at the list of priorities in this new throne speech.
It’s demonstrating a lot of recycled promises from the past. The
question is whether or not they are going to actually deliver.

It’s with great sadness that I noted a few minutes ago that the
Senate has failed to pass a provision that would have seen the
Keystone pipeline get approved. [some applause] I know that my
friends in the New Democrat opposition may be pleased to see
that, but the rest of us are very unhappy to see that.

I would point out, of course, that this is something the Premier
said today as a justification for why he had to appoint his friend to
the position rather than have an open competition, that he thought
that he had the best chance of being able to get this project
approved in the Senate. Well, it failed. I’m very hopeful and will
be very supportive of the Premier and this government in their
aspirations to extend market access, whether it’s Energy East or
Gateway or Trans Mountain or some other proposal, but I have to
say that this is certainly a setback right at the beginning of the
Premier’s term.

The laundry list of problems that are identified in the throne
speech that need a solution: I guess it’s pretty clear to me that we
have to be mindful of the fact that the reason there are those
problems is because of the members opposite and the successive
years and decades of government that have brought us to a point
where we have so many problems that require so many solutions.
It’s also part of the reason why we’re skeptical at some of the
approaches that they appear to be taking. There are a number of
areas where they appear to be going right back into the same area
of difficulty that we saw with the previous Premier. This is a
government that did not get a mandate to borrow for capital
purposes. They have been desperately trying over the last two and
a half years to try to convince Albertans that they voted for
something other than what they voted for.

4:40

I think we all remember pretty clearly that the mandate of this
government was to be able to manage our finances without going
into debt, yet here we have in the throne speech once again an
affirmation that there’s going to be borrowing for capital purposes
only. The problem with that is that it seems to imply that this
government has had a history of running operational deficits.
There was only one year that this government in recent political
history ran an operational deficit, and that was in 2008, when we
had a global financial crisis. We’ve virtually always had an
operational surplus. It’s certainly not a bar to strive for to say that
you’re going to do something that you’ve always done.

The problem that we have is that we now have a government
that doesn’t seemingly have any intention of ever getting out of
debt financing, and I don’t think that this is something that
Albertans want to see. They’ve admitted in the throne speech in
multiple places that we’re a province of 4 million people, growing
to 6 million people by 2040. We may be at 8 million people by the
end of my lifetime. So if we’re going to see a 50 per cent increase
in the number of people in this province — if you look at Stats
Canada, they talk about how it’s going to increasingly be a
younger generation of individuals coming here, who will bring
with them, of course, their young families, who require schools as
well as medical attention — we’re going to need 50 per cent more

of everything. We’re going to need 50 per cent more schools, 50
per cent more hospitals, 50 per cent more long-term care beds, 50
per cent more transportation infrastructure.

So at what point does this government think we’re going to be
able to just wipe our hands and say, “Hey, we’re done building;
now we can start paying that debt back”? The fact of the matter is
that we are going to constantly have to invest every single year in
infrastructure. They have an unsustainable plan because their plan
relies on them borrowing to be able to build this capital as
opposed to budgeting for it properly every single year without
going into debt.

My colleague from Cypress-Medicine Hat put forward a five-
year, $50 billion, debt-free capital plan. We are going to continue
to press the government to find a way to make sure that we can
build our priority infrastructure without going into debt because
we’ve seen what happens in other jurisdictions when they decide
that it’s okay to borrow for capital purposes. The amount of
borrowing continues to go up, the amount of finance charges
continues to go up, and you never ever see them making any
strides toward paying the money back.

There is lip service paid in the throne speech, of course, to only
borrowing with a clear debt repayment plan. Well, of course, the
former Finance minister argued that that’s what he had in place. If
you look at the amount of money he was setting aside, it was
nowhere near enough to be able to get us to a point where we
would have the balloon payment available when those bonds came
due. In fact, I think it would have taken 80 years to pay off the
current level of borrowing with the amount of repayment plan that
the previous Finance minister had set aside. I’ll be looking to see
whether or not that changes in the next budget, but I have to say
that I’m not hopeful.

The other areas where it seems like the government is saying
one thing but, I suspect, are going to do another: they talk about
moving away from a five-year plan to a 25-year plan. I have to
say, based on their history, that this may sound visionary when
they say it and put it on paper, but when you look at their history
and their record, it sounds absurd that a government that has been
completely incapable of building the schools that were promised
two and a half years ago would somehow be able to foresee into
the future what the 25-year capital plan would be. I’ll be interested
in seeing what is on that list. But I have to tell you that I'm very
skeptical, if they haven’t been able to meet the demands that we
have currently, that we can actually look at a 25-year plan with
anything other than raised eyebrows and skepticism.

They talk about keeping taxes low and say that they’re going to
have no sales tax, but I think that underlying that message and
certainly from the answers the Premier gave me today, it appears
that other taxes will certainly be on the table. The fact that he was
unable to give an unequivocal answer to the question of whether
or not he would raise any existing taxes or bring in new ones
suggests to me very strongly that Albertans are looking in the
upcoming budgets at a government that is going to throw away the
Alberta advantage and start looking at ways of increasing taxes
rather than taking the advice, that we’ve been giving them for
years, of getting their spending under control.

[Mrs. Jablonski in the chair]

They talk about having a straightforward budget presentation,
but here we have it once again. They’re not going back to the
Klein-Dinning gold standard of how budgets should be presented:
total dollars in, total dollars out, and what do you have left over, a
surplus or a deficit? In fact, to say in a statement that you’re going
to have balanced budgets and clear fiscal budget presentation but
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you’re still going to go into debt shows me that it’s completely
incongruous. We’re going to continue to see the amount of debt
20 up.

They talk about ending excessive severances for political staff.
Of course, when this promise was first delivered, it talked about
ending excessive severance packages for all staff. Now, the fact
that they’ve narrowed it down to just a handful of top political
staffers suggests to me that there isn’t a level of seriousness about
addressing this issue. It was only two weeks ago that we heard that
Allaudin Merali has walked away with a $900,000 severance
payment, which is an absolute slap in the face to our front-line
workers. How many LPNs could that have hired rather than
continuing hand over fist to give money to these individuals who
have excessive severance packages along with their excessive
compensation packages.

They talk about ending sole-source contracts — but here’s the
fine print — in all but exceptional circumstances. Let’s call this the
Navigator clause because we certainly know the argument in the
Legislature about why Navigator was hired on a sole-source
communications contract was that it was because of exceptional
circumstances. I have to wonder which contracts are going to be
able to get a fast track because of that couched language.

They also have a very interesting line in the throne speech that
I’ll be keeping an eye on. They want to make a further distinction
between registered lobbyists and government consultants. I’ll tell
you what [’'m reading in between the lines there. What I’'m reading
in between the lines there is that there are certain people who are
going to be recategorized from being lobbyists, who have to
register and so be transparent about the work that they’re doing, to
being government consultants, who don’t have to register and
therefore don’t have to be accountable and transparent about the
work that they do. I think we need to keep an eye on how that is
going to end up turning out.

There’s a statement about greenhouse gases, “advancing efforts
to monitor, measure, and report on our progress,” but what I find
very interesting once again is that it doesn’t actually talk about
achieving any targets. This is fundamentally the problem with the
government’s plan and its approach to market access. We will not
get market access for our product until we start making
meaningful and achievable actual reductions in greenhouse gases
and other measures to improve our air, land, and water.
Unfortunately, effort is not the same as achievement. It’s a lesson
that this government still has not learned.

The biggest disappointment is that there is no realistic plan to
deal with health care. There are lots of platitudes. There is lots of
language around giving more respect to health advisory councils,
talking about continuing care beds and how that’s going to
somehow magically solve the emergency room crisis. But you do
very much get the sense that this government believes that under
their new management they’re just going to be better central
planners than what was happening under the previous Health
minister. There’s no real change in direction, no real change in
approach.

They certainly have not learned the lessons that Dr. Paul Parks
has indicated, that the only real way that we’re going to free up
capacity in our emergency rooms and be able to start making a
dent in reducing the amount of surgeries and procedures is by
building long-term care nursing beds as well as having transition
beds so that you can stabilize patients and move them into an area
where they can get 24-hour care.

It is very clear when you talk to emergency room doctors that if
somebody is going to be released from hospital and they’re not
going to be able to get that 24-hour care, they won’t release them.
As a result, you end up having somewhere between 400 to 700

people who are in inappropriate care, costing $1,650 a day, when
they would be more comfortable in a proper long-term care
nursing facility, getting the 24-hour care they need at $150 a day. I
see no evidence that the government recognizes that that is at the
heart of their solution, and they demonstrated once again in the
throne speech that they don’t know the difference between
continuing care beds, long-term care nursing beds, and the impact
of building the wrong type of bed as opposed to the kind that we
actually need.

On the issue of school construction my colleague from
Chestermere-Rocky View went through it in some detail today, as
did I. They’ve only built 18 schools since 2011. They’re projecting
that they’re somehow going to manage to get things together to
build 49 schools in the next 23 months when none of them are
even started. Most of them are just barely in the design phase. I
have to say that this is another example where the aspirations laid
out in the throne speech are very unlikely to be delivered on.

Then, of course, the disaster recovery program. I'm very
hopeful that there is going to be a resolution of the appeals by the
end of the year, but this is, again, one more area where I fear a
political announcement was made to aid a by-election as opposed
to a realistic announcement because of the assessment of the
situation. There are thousands of individuals, not only in my
riding but also in the riding of the hon. Education minister, the
representative for Calgary-Elbow, who have not even begun the
appeal process, who have felt revictimized by the mismanagement
of the disaster recovery program.

4:50

The fact that there are still so few individuals internal to the
department working on these files leaves me very unsettled, not
only because I fear that these individuals are going to have to wait
years before they get resolution, as has happened in previous flood
incidents in Medicine Hat. But what happens in the event of
another flood or another fire or some other major disaster? The
government has made absolutely no progress on being able to
create a disaster recovery program that works. It’s certainly not
working for the people who have had the misery of having to deal
with it for the last 18 months. We are going to continue to press
the government to make sure that they make some real progress on
that.

As for the flood mitigation issue, it was already discussed
earlier today, the fact that projects were announced without
consultation and buy-in from the city of Calgary. I think that’s just
one more example of seeing a government that does business
under the new management the same way they did under the old
management, making decisions without making sure that you’ve
got the individuals at the table who are most impacted, brought
onboard, and have the buy-in.

The biggest disappointment, though, is Bill 1, Respecting
Property Rights Act. Madam Speaker, it is instructive and
symbolic that this entire throne speech is anchored by a bill, Bill
1, that has a mere seven words to describe what the government is
going to do. It shows how much the government is long on spin
but short on understanding. Let me quote the press release
attached to the throne speech. It says this: “Bill 1, focused on
respecting property rights, was introduced by [the Premier] and
will be the foundation of a new relationship between government
and property owners.”

Now, the Premier likes to trumpet his expertise on property
rights, and his statements on property rights have hinted at an
actual understanding of these issues. But what happens when he
gets a chance to put his actual words into action? We get a one-
sentence bill that repeals only one piece of legislation that we
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know has been causing problems for our landowners for the last
number of years, a piece of legislation, incidentally, Madam
Speaker, that was so bad that even this PC government, with its
long track record of stomping all over property rights, lacked the
resolve to actually proclaim. Now it’s being repealed. The
government’s actions did not live up to the talk. Really, no
property rights expert, certainly no lawyer who claims to
understand property rights and property rights legislation, can
believe that the unproclaimed former Bill 19 is all that’s wrong
with property rights in Alberta.

[The Speaker in the chair]

But, really, the weakness and tone deafness of Bill 1 is symbolic
of what’s wrong with this entire throne speech, Mr. Speaker.
Throne speeches are supposed to set an agenda for government.
They are supposed to be a way for the Premier and the cabinet to
signal to Albertans and the civil service what is important, what to
expect, what will come. Albertans who are looking to have a
forward-looking agenda that would prepare Alberta for the future
and deal with the big issues we are facing will undoubtedly be
deeply disappointed in this throne speech. The Premier likes to
claim that the province is under new management, but the throne
speech makes it clear that the new management has no strategic or
operational plans. If this were a business, the market would be
expressing deep concerns about how the new management has
such a poor grasp of the fundamentals.

Now, let me tell you what I think should have been in the throne
speech. What we saw in this throne speech offered very little
departure in policy from the previous Premier. We didn’t get a
new strategic plan for the future of Alberta. All we really received
was recycled campaign promises but no real details on how those
promises will be kept or, most importantly, how they will be paid
for with the price of oil now heading towards, at the very least,
$70 a barrel.

The PC government is continuing on its policy to borrow
billions of dollars to pay for basic infrastructure. There is no plan
for how to pay for these promises with targeted spending or actual
improvements in performance of core government services. That
leaves only new taxes and new fees, and I am sure that Albertans
will have already noted that the PC Party and the Premier are
already hedging on those two issues. This matters because the
Premier made a lot of expensive promises during the campaign,
but Albertans not only want promises. They want a plan for how
to achieve them, and they want to understand how these will be
paid for.

The Wildrose has very clear differences with the governing
party. The Wildrose believes that the budget should be balanced,
really balanced, every year and that the books should be an honest
reflection of the money coming in and the money going out and
the amount being spent on debt. The governing party will have
racked up $20 billion worth of debt by 2016. At this rate they will
have $40 billion worth of debt by 2020, or $60 billion worth of
debt by 2024, costing us billions upon billions of dollars in annual
interest charges.

We believe low taxes, streamlined regulation, and a level
playing field is the best way to support families, attract new
investment, and diversify the economy. PCs continue to pick
winners and losers.

We believe our energy business needs a stable, predictable
environment to operate under. The governing party hasn’t
provided stability. We’ve seen arbitrary changes to royalty rates.
We’ve seen cancelled leases up in the oil sands and elsewhere,

and we’ve seen increasing red tape that’s undermined investor
confidence.

We believe we need stable, low-cost electricity to fuel our
continued growth and protect consumers. The governing party
continues to build transmission lines that we don’t need. They
make consumers pay the full cost for the amount of cost overruns,
and they seemingly have no ability to moderate excessive and
extreme price spikes.

We believe we need to improve our reputation on the
environment, and to do that, we need to make real and measurable
progress on improving the quality of our air, water, and land and
reducing greenhouse gases. I’ve already mentioned that the
government has no plan to actually achieve any of its targets, but
there certainly is a lot of PR around what they intend to tell the
international community that they’re doing without making
progress.

We believe we need a new relationship with our municipalities
that treats our municipal partners as another order of government
and flows through a stable, growing number of dollars in a
permanent transfer program with no strings attached. The
governing party has created a begging model for our
municipalities, where our cities and towns have to guess where
they are on the priority list of projects and then also hire special
staff to fill in application forms and lobby for grants.

We believe our heritage savings trust fund should grow from
about $15 billion to about $150 billion and that future generations
should be able to share in our resource wealth. If this government
had even begun to manage our resource wealth properly, just
reinvesting the dollars from the heritage savings trust fund back
into the account, it would already be worth $150 billion today.
Instead, it not only racked up new debt, but they blew through
almost $17 billion worth of savings that were in the sustainability
fund, and they continue to spend every last dollar of resource
revenue every single year and are not setting enough money aside
to pay the debt back when it comes due.

We believe health care should be decentralized to the local
level, with day-to-day decisions for staffing and surgeries and
procedures made by hospital administrators with their own
budgets overseen by local hospital boards. The governing party:
they’ve centralized our $18 billion health system into the office of
the Health minister, they have centralized EMS services, they
have centralized home care, they have centralized lab services,
and they have no real plan, as | have mentioned, to be able to clear
up the problem that we have in our emergency rooms or build
enough 24-hour long-term care nursing beds.

We believe that parents have a fundamental right to choose the
kind of education they want for their kids. The governing party
continues to introduce fads in the education curriculum that are
impacting our students’ international performance, continues to
believe in fuzzy math, fuzzy report cards. In the meantime school
boards are forced to charge fees to make up shortfalls. They
promise schools, then they don’t build them, and then they make
political decisions on which projects do ultimately get approved.

We believe in free votes in the Legislature so that every single
citizen can know that they will be represented on the issues that
matter to them. The governing party simply doesn’t.

We believe we need a return to ethical behaviour in government:
no first-class flights, no five-star hotels, no lavish salaries and six-
figure severance packages, no sole-source contracts, no special deals
for cronies, no dumping failed politicians and political staffers into
top jobs in the civil service, no buying elections with shady, last-
minute spending announcements. In short, we need clean
government.



38 Alberta Hansard

November 18, 2014

Albertans are looking for a new generation of leadership with
innovative ideas about how to move Alberta forward, and in
looking at this throne speech, they would be disappointed. With
resource revenues in steady decline, the Premier needs to do a
better job explaining how his major promises can be kept while
improving the outcomes for government services. Sooner or later
the Premier is going to have to come to terms with reality and
realize that governing is more than recycling old campaign
promises or trying to distance himself from the mistakes of the last
three Premiers. Albertans deserve a government ready to meet the
challenges of our province head-on and to be honest enough with
them about how they’re going to achieve it. They didn’t get that
sort of government out of this throne speech.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, 29(2)(a) is available should anyone wish to take
advantage of that.

I see none, so let us move on to the leader of the Alberta Liberal
opposition.

5:00

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of the Alberta
Liberals it’s my pleasure to reply to this year’s second Speech
from the Throne. First and foremost, we must all give thanks to
the Treaty 6 peoples and the First Nations of our country for
giving us the opportunity to live in the best place in the world. We
must give thanks to those who build and maintain our roads and
bridges and buildings, and those who care for and teach our
children, and those who care for our sick and elderly, and the civil
servants who help run our government and our public services.
We must also remember that the safety we all enjoy is because of
the men and women of our armed forces — past, present, and
future — as well as our front-line responders, who lay their lives on
the line to protect and serve us 24 hours a day.

Mr. Speaker, the Alberta Liberals want to build a strong
economy and a strong society. Liberals believe in fiscal, social,
and environmental responsibility. Liberals believe in equality of
opportunity, personal freedoms, and consideration for future
generations. Liberals believe the decisions that we make today
should be made through the lens of what is best for our children.
Liberals believe in building a strong middle class because we
believe that when more of us do better, more of us do better; we
will actually have a stronger society. Liberals believe that after 43
years it really is time for new management with a new
government.

Today there are a lot of good things happening in Alberta. We
have a good economy and an abundance of natural resources, with
more than 4 million people, hard-working, industrial people, who
were either born and raised here or arrived here in search of
prosperity and opportunity and to build a better life. But there are
a lot of things that are substandard and must be addressed.

Mr. Speaker, Albertans deserve the truth from elected officials,
however inconvenient it may be. Once we are honest with
ourselves and acknowledge that we have problems, we can get
down to the business of fixing them. We have a province with a
lack of sustainable, predictable, adequate funding for vital public
services, funding that our municipalities desperately require.

This has resulted in delayed and crumbling infrastructure, a
severely underresourced K to 12 education system, with
classrooms bursting at the seams. Drastic cuts to postsecondary
education and programs have led to amongst the highest tuition
and fees in our country and the lowest postsecondary participation
rates. Our seniors and disabled are neglected and too often

languish in hospital hallways, which directly leads to the acute-
care health care crisis, despite having a big-spending health care
system.

Mr. Speaker, today we have more than 90,000 children living in
poverty, and poor kids come from poor families. We have a lack
of protection for our LGBTQ youth. Our remand centres and
prisons are full of folks with mental health, addiction, or poverty
issues. Inadequate family and community supports have led to a
record number of children in government care dying. One child
has died in care every week for 14 years in the wealthiest place in
the world, all at a time when regular hard-working Albertans
struggle to get by and make ends meet.

Mr. Speaker, we must improve the lives of our First Nations,
our Métis, and Inuit. We must make this a priority, and I’m glad to
see that in the Speech from the Throne.

However, Mr. Speaker, we’ve got to ask ourselves a question.
Are we better off today than we were 10 years ago? Many would
say no. To top off the fact that we don’t have the infrastructure we
need or the public services our citizens need, this province has
taken on record debt like we have never seen before. This is what
happens when a government has a broken fiscal structure and ties
our vital public services to the price of a barrel of oil.

Mr. Speaker, Albertans deserve a strong economy and a strong
society and a few hundred billion dollars in the bank. The problem
lies in the fact that we have been under new management far too
many times in the past few years, with the same old 43-year-old
Conservative government, with the same MLAs and the same
ministers at the helm, with the same old ideas and the same
policies that have gotten us into this mess.

This week’s throne speech talks about new management. Well,
what’s really new is only four members, who aren’t that new, and
75 per cent of the cabinet ministers comprised the last new
management team. The speech promises the world to Albertans
from all walks of life. It talks about saving money, paying down
debt, no new taxes, with conservative principles and the Wildrose
policy of capping spending at population growth and inflation,
with $75 oil and no plan to pay for this, no real details.

Mr. Speaker, this week’s throne speech, unlike many recent
throne speeches, also talks about accountability, which is a very
good thing since they’ve been lacking accountability on the PC
government side for far too long. But so far they show every
indication of continuing the PC tradition of denying, delaying, and
declining the opportunity to take truly progressive steps forward.
The Premier has made it very clear that he’s going to take very
conservative steps forward.

The government needs to demonstrate a true commitment to
accountability and will need to follow some Alberta Liberal
solutions. Liberal solutions to true accountability are to support
gay and straight alliances in every school where students want
them. Liberal solutions to accountability are to phase out coal-
fired electricity generation, reduce greenhouse gas emissions so
we can improve our reputation on the international stage and get
our pipelines to market. Alberta Liberal solutions call for public
inquiries into the deaths of children in government care and
missing and murdered aboriginal women.

Alberta Liberal solutions to true accountability mean improving
access to information, fixing flawed whistle-blower legislation,
and having an open and transparent public hiring and contract
tendering system. Liberal solutions to accountability mean
imposing stricter environmental monitoring and stiffer penalties
for polluters, which will improve our environmental reputation.

Liberal solutions mean giving municipalities the tools they need
to responsibly serve citizens in urban areas, where the majority of
Albertans now live and almost all Albertans eventually congregate,
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and it includes more respect and more revenue and a shared
responsibility. Liberal solutions to accountability mean delivering
the right kind of health care to the right patient at the right time.
And, yes, that includes committing to rebuilding the Misericordia
hospital, that will benefit not only the whole capital city but the
whole health system.

Liberal solutions to accountability mean forensic audits of our
expenditures to ensure that Albertans are getting value for their
money, and forensic audits of our royalties to ensure that
Albertans are collecting what they should be collecting for the
resources that belong to the people. Liberal solutions to
accountability also mean that we must fix the broken fiscal
structure to pay for this. We must stop the overreliance on volatile
resource revenue to pay the daily bills for essential public services
and talk of tax fairness. We must put the word “progressive” back
in this province by bringing in progressive income tax.

Mr. Speaker, despite $75 oil, our province is still playing catch-
up and still growing. This is not a time to cut back vital public
services, delay projects, nickel and dime regular working
Albertans and businesses, or rack up massive public debt. It’s a
time to keep building our province, getting the essential public
services, and paying for today’s bills today, not passing the bill to
the next generation. These are the things the government needs to
do. They are things we’ve asked them to do, and they are things
the government still refuses to do.

You know, suddenly, true accountability looks like real work,
doesn’t it? It’s not as easy as simply promising to sin no more.
Accountability actually requires good evidence-based policies that
allow for the repair and strengthening of vital public services and
our budgeting practices as well as Alberta’s poor environmental
reputation. It also requires a commitment to justice, fairness, and
the public good.

Mr. Speaker, Liberals believe we need accountability grounded
in the understanding that a strong society is just as important as a
strong economy. For example, Liberals understand that true
accountability means fixing a public health system that is severely
and chronically underfunded and literally bursting at the seams.

5:10

We need to get rid of school fees. We need to hire enough
teachers and get those teachers the support that they need to
educate our children, who are the future of our province. Our
schools need to be built as community hubs, with affordable, high-
quality, low-cost child care as well as the wraparound services —
the school nurses, the mental health counsellors, the addiction
counsellors, the social workers — to give our children the care and
support they need and the teachers the support they need so that
they can actually invest their time, spend their time, teaching. That
will require probably one of the largest investments in Alberta
history into funding and running our education system, not only
building the buildings but also on the operational side of things.

Liberals believe that true accountability also means making
amends for broken promises and betrayals such as last year’s
savage cuts to postsecondary institutions, which made an already
severe lack of funding even worse. Our postsecondary students
need lower tuition and fees. They need more grants and more
bursaries. They need a chance to pay off their student loans if they
live and pay taxes in Alberta. They also need more professors and
teachers and more choice of programs. Mr. Speaker, innovation,
technology, and research and development are absolutely essential
to building a strong economy. The University of Alberta
contributes 5 per cent of the GDP to our province, which is $12
billion to $15 billion. Societies that out-educate us today will

outperform us tomorrow. It’s time to invest massively in
postsecondary education.

Liberals believe their government must take responsibility for
this province’s chronic and acute health care access crisis. The PC
government broke the health system, Mr. Speaker. Nobody else
broke it; they did. Along with other front-line staff, I’d be happy
to help by providing insights and solutions. Let’s admit we have a
broken system. Let’s make sure we bring in world-class, nonprofit,
community-based home care, subacute care, palliative care, hospice
care, and long-term care. Let’s stop privatizing community services.
Let’s get every Albertan a family doctor that works with a team of
health professionals and nurse practitioners to keep people out of the
system and bring in real accountability measures. And let’s stop
changing managers. Let’s just fix the system.

Mr. Speaker, Liberals believe that true accountability also
requires that the government deals fairly with cash-starved
municipal governments. Alberta cities and towns need sustainable,
predictable, adequate funding, and municipalities must be treated
as equal partners and be given the respect, revenue, and shared
responsibility in the MGA review.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, Liberals believe that true accountability
means standing up for students who find themselves bullied in the
schools because of their sexuality. Discrimination against LGBTQ
students is wrong, it’s hurtful, and too often deadly. I hope this
government’s concept of accountability extends to voting for the
protections contained in Liberal Bill 202 from the hon. member
for the fabulous constituency of Edmonton-Centre. The Premier
must stand up to the social conservative elements in his party and
his base. Accountability sometimes entails courage, and we’ll see
if they have it.

Alberta Liberals are going to be talking a lot about accountability
this session in order to teach this old PC government what it really
means to be accountable. Accountability isn’t just about stopping
ignoring rules or stopping wasting tax dollars after being busted for
repeated lapses in ethics and judgment. Accountability is more than
that. It’s more than: we shall not do what is wrong. Accountability is
also, more importantly, about: we shall do what is right. And that,
Mr. Speaker, is what is missing in the throne speech. So
congratulations to the government on promising to sin no more, but
what Albertans really need is for this government to truly embrace
accountability by addressing the myriad crises created by their
myriad mistakes and to truly focus, first, foremost, and finally, on
what is public good.

Mr. Speaker, Alberta Liberals look forward until the next
election to working with the government on supporting what
makes sense, on offering amendments to things that they intend to
do well but aren’t fully thought of, and to fight hard on behalf of
Albertans when the government is totally wrong. You can count
on the Alberta Liberals to fight to build a better Alberta and a
strong society and a strong economy.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, 29(2)(a) is available. I see no takers.

Let us move to the next speaker, then, to an hon. representative
from the government side. Anyone?

If not, then let us move on to the NDs. No one on the ND side
right now?

Okay. Let’s move on to Little Bow.

Mr. Donovan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s been a while since I
got up to such a warm audience all the time. On behalf of the
constituents of Little Bow it’s nice to get up and do a reply to the
Speech from the Throne. I guess, like everything else, I'm always
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happy to see some things in writing here that we’ve been working
on for a little while.

We’ll start off with the highlighted areas I went through, about
improvements on intersections. In my own particular riding, in
Coalhurst, for instance, and Nobleford, I’ve been working fairly
diligently with the Minister of Transportation on some solutions
there. It’s nice to see that we can work on getting some improve-
ments done there to help the constituents of Little Bow and also
the people that travel through it.

Bridge funding, as the Leader of the Official Opposition had
brought up, had been cut for a little while. It’s about $75 million
when you guys do jump into budget considerations. At least you
put it in here that you want to help out with the repairs in rural
Alberta. It’s about $75 million a year that’s needed for the next 10
years just to get them up to date from where they’re at. In my
riding alone we have just about 20 per cent of the bridges in this
province due to the large irrigation going across those. I think it’s
a huge economic driver.

Also, one of the counties that’s in my riding is Lethbridge
county, which is the only county that has over $1 billion in cash
receipts a year. That was off the 2013 numbers, I guess. If you
look at that — I mean, we look at falling oil prices. I think this is a
prime time to sit here and figure out where we can reinvest into
agriculture. Agriculture is the largest renewable resource we have
in this province, and it’s always a good place that we could be
reinvesting into. I do give that to the minister of agriculture, who
has always been good to work with, and to his department for
always getting information back so that we can work positively to
get solutions and things that we can do in this province.

One of the things I’d be remiss in not touching on: the little
point of the bridge on 547. I was with the minister last week at the
opening of that. I was very glad to see the bridge get up and going
again. The sad part was that originally it only took a year to build
that bridge, just over a hundred years ago, with the modern
technology of horses and pulleys and stuff like that, but due to
some great engineering and stuff we banged that back together in
almost 16 months. We didn’t quite rebuild the whole thing. But,
you know, my constituents are happy to at least be able to travel
across it. Sometimes you’re just happy with what you get. I can
tell you that a lot of constituents were disappointed that either the
bridge wasn’t totally rebuilt or that it wasn’t rebuilt within a
timely fashion. But, either way, it’s going.

One of the things in this province that we need to do — and we
talk about it in the throne speech — is that we’ll make annual
investments to enhance agricultural research and innovation and
work on food processing. One of the things there is temporary
foreign workers. This is something that we need to get together
on. I think all parties in this House and even our independent
member will come together as a group and say that we need to
somehow press the federal government into solving this problem.
I know the previous Minister of Jobs, Skills, Training and Labour
— some days it changes around here — the Member for Edmonton-
Castle Downs, was always a strong advocate on it, and I believe
the Member for Calgary-Hays, the new minister, is also. These are
key things that keep this province rolling.

I’'m really hoping that the new Premier, with his past political
ties federally, will somehow be able to pull this through and get
something that’s going to work. This isn’t just something that
affects Tim Hortons and McDonald’s. Rural Alberta is getting
crushed by this, whether it’s small businesses in the hometown
I’'m from, Mossleigh, in the restaurant there alone, or the feedlots
down by Lethbridge, which has the largest area for feedlot feeding
in Alberta. We’re short-staffed. We’re short of people that want to
work. We’ve have greenhouses. These are all things that need to

be done. I had a good conversation with a feedlot owner down
there last week, and he said to me, “lan, I don’t care how it gets
done.” I said to him, “Provincially we’re working on that.” He
goes, “That’s nice to hear, but that doesn’t help the four feed
trucks that [ have parked every day because I don’t have people to
sit in them.”

5:20

We’re struggling there. We have Cargill, which is one of the
large food processors, and also JBS. We’re short-staffed. We’re
running at about 70, 80 per cent there for staffing because we just
don’t have enough skilled labour or unskilled labour that want to
work there. That’s a huge economic driver in our whole province.
Again, we look at things like the falling oil prices. I’ve got some
fairly simple solutions: let’s reinvest in rural Alberta. I think that
the Premier in his throne speech has touched on some of that,
which is good to see.

Market access, product innovation, and investment: those are
key things also. When we’re in a province that exports just about
all of the things that we grow, whether it be meat, whichever meat
it is — chicken, pork, or cattle — or grain, we need to be able to
always find markets. That’s something that I hope the government
continues to carry on, finding some more markets, and I think that
they have been looking into that.

One of the things we also need to touch on is the feeder
associations loan guarantees. Now, in the Speech from the Throne
the government has introduced a rural economic development
action plan. Part of that is that they decided to raise the limit from
$500,000 individually to a million individually for people to get
money from the Feeder Associations loans. Now, with the price of
cattle going up to probably record highs right now, this is key, and it
sounded like a great concept. The problem is that we still need to
raise the loan guarantee from the province. I believe the province
provides about $750 million right now in loan guarantees.

These are key things to our cattle feeding market right now. I
really hope that at some point either the minister or the Premier
would take this as something that needs to be dealt with
immediately. Right now current legislation allows for the President
of Treasury Board to increase the amount of the loan guarantees just
through an order in council. I don’t think that there’s a negative
effect by doing this. We need to do it right away.

People always sit there and ask — it’s not a handout; it’s a loan
guarantee. In over 77 years the loan-to-loss ratio has remained
constant at .01 per cent. Now, if anybody in here was following
the stock market, you’re almost guaranteed not a loss on that. I’d
definitely be more than happy to be active to work in any way,
shape, or form to find a solution on that for our cattle feeding
market. To put the extra money in there to jump it up to a million
dollars per individual sounded great, but we’re cutting the other
side. There’s just not as much money there for that.

I guess that if we want to look at rural beds and long-term care,
I’'m very happy to say that the Member for Vermilion-
Lloydminster has been in my riding and been doing lots of work
with my constituents and talking about how to solve that.

Now, some of us might remember that back when we first got
into this, in 2012, for me anyway, there was a little place called
Carmangay that had a great long-term care centre. It got closed.
Now, in case anybody has forgotten that — it was a nice way for
me to learn how politics worked — since that time that building has
been kept heated, kept air conditioned. A person checks on it once
a day. There are almost 30 beds there; I think there are 27 or 29
beds. You could have it active almost immediately, within, I’d
say, 30 days. Most of the staff are still in the area. If we want to
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start looking into things that we can do to help rural Alberta and
help our aging-in-place people, that’s a prime place there. They’ve
got a whole block there. You could add on to it. There are quite a
few things there.

I think that as we went through that whole process, we all
learned that sometimes politics keeps things open and that
sometimes politics gets things closed. I’'m not sure; I think it was a
bit of both in that one in that they didn’t keep it open. But I think
this is a prime example that we can figure out. We can move
forward and solve what happened before on that, and if we want to
actually help out all Albertans that are aging and aging in place,
this is probably a prime place we could do that at.

I’d hate to not put in a little plug for the Vulcan hospital also.
There are some innovative people there that have figured out some
sources for funding that would work with the government. They
are more than happy to work with government and, again, have
met with the Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster, who’s come
out and talked to them a couple of times and went a long way to
roll out what we could do better together on that.

The throne speech touched on a couple of other things; you
know, how to innovate and move forward on our high-quality
food products. This summer a lot of people that were on some
committees met over Fusarium. It’s definitely a heated issue
between northern and southern Alberta. For those that don’t know,
Fusarium is a fungus on seed. It’s contentious, but at the end of
the day in my riding it’s a huge economic driver. There are a lot of
seed growers down there. Now, for pedigreed seed growers that’s
where you’re going to grow your foundation seed, and then that
gets cleaned and shipped across the province or into other
provinces. The challenge is that we have a zero per cent Fusarium
allowance right now. We’re in a spot right now where a lot of the
larger seed companies won’t invest that money into Alberta
because they can’t legally sell that seed if there’s a trace of
Fusarium.

Now, actually, it was a private member’s bill. The Member for
Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock, now the hon. Minister of Culture
and Tourism, had brought it up. It definitely split the province. We
had I don’t know how many hours of meetings over this. My
colleague from Dunvegan-Central Peace-Notley and I could agree
to disagree respectfully on what should be done. I think it’s one that
we can still tackle, and if this Premier is serious about getting the
province pulled together, I think this is a key one.

It’s a large economic driver, and when seed companies are
pulling out from our province because they’re scared because they
can’t do that, I think it’s a pretty simple program if we can let the
buyers decide what they want to do and through best management
practices. I think that’s something that in rural Alberta is, again, a
driver that will help most people if we can come up with a positive
solution. The problem with proroguing the Legislature like we did
is that that was going to committee to come back, and now it’s lost
in the nether lands someplace. It’s just — poof — gone. I’'m hoping
we can deal with that sooner rather than later. There’s been a
Fusarium Action Committee, since probably before I could shave,
that’s been in action, and nothing has ever really gotten rolling on
it. I’'m hoping that would be a key thing we can work on there.

You know, somewhat in closing here, I’'m hoping that the new
Premier — I guess we’ve got a new captain on the Titanic. It looks
like he can steer it back around. I think everybody on the other
side maybe saw the iceberg, and this was maybe the one time they
ran back down and told him to hang a hard left or a hard right.
[interjections] Hey, I’ll give him credit. He’s figured it out.

For a lot of the members on that side — we can all have a little
fun in here; we’ve got to have a little fun at this job — at the end of
the day you took quite a few pages out of our book, which is good.
As a taxpayer in this province I’'m happy that we figured out that
we didn’t need to replace licence plates, that we didn’t need to do
a lot of things, that we could probably get rid of the jets, our
practice on how to account for the planes. [interjection] I never
got to go on them. I didn’t know what they actually looked like.
Sorry about that.

We’re going back to a simple finance program. I can distinctly
remember sitting in here after a couple of the budgets — I’'m just a
farmer from Mossleigh, and I’m not real great with numbers — and
the Member for Spruce Grove-St. Albert at the time, as the
Treasury Board chairman, always liked to explain how we needed
to have a couple of sets of books. I remember it didn’t work really
well for Enron. You can’t do that, and I’m glad to see that the new
Premier figured out that that’s maybe not the best management
practice we should have. We should have one set of books. So I'm
congratulating everybody on that side for figuring out to keep it
back the way it maybe should be done. On saying that, I guess
we’ll see.

You know, Bill 1 sounded good coming out. I’'m hoping he’s
open to a lot of amendments on it because I think we can add quite
a few things to that and do good things for Albertans with it. Other
than that, I guess we’ll see how the cards play out on this as the
rest of the session rolls through.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available.

Seeing no one, I’ll recognize Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-
Sundre, followed by Cardston-Taber-Warner.

Mr. Anglin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. What a difference a day
makes in politics. It’s amazing. A few months ago we were
dealing with the government in a most difficult time. Public
confidence was waning considerably. If it wasn’t at an all-time
low, it was certainly heading to that point. A few months ago the
Official Opposition was riding a wave of popularity as one
scandal after another scandal plagued the government. Fast-
forward to today, and what a change. After four by-elections the
Official Opposition . . .

5:30

The Speaker: Hon. member, I hesitate to interrupt, but I
neglected to catch a note here from the hon. Member for Calgary-
Glenmore. Might we briefly revert to the introduction of guests
before they leave the gallery?

[Unanimous consent granted]

The Speaker: Hon. member, my sincere apologies to you and
your guests. Please proceed. Thank you, Rimbey-Rocky Mountain
House-Sundre, for your understanding.

Introduction of Guests
(reversion)

Ms L. Johnson: Thank you, colleague. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
would like to introduce to you and through you to the House
visitors from the MD of Foothills. We have with us Reeve Larry
Spilak, Councillor Suzanne Oel, Delilah Miller, Jason Parker,
Rick Percifield, Ron Chase, and, from the organization itself,
Ryan Payne and Harry Riva-Cambrin. These individuals are
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residents of Highwood and Livingstone-Macleod. I ask that they
receive the warm traditional welcome of the House.

The Speaker: Thank you very much, and thank you, Rimbey-
Rocky Mountain House-Sundre, for your co-operation in this
regard and to all members. Please proceed with your speech, and
our apologies for the interruption.

Consideration of His Honour
the Lieutenant Governor’s Speech
(continued)

Ms Fenske moved, seconded by Mr. Ellis, that an humble address
be presented to His Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant
Governor as follows:

To His Honour the Honourable Colonel (Retired) Donald S.
Ethell, OC, OMM, AOE, MSC, CD, LLD, the Lieutenant Governor
of the Province of Alberta:

We, Her Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the
Legislative Assembly, now assembled, beg leave to thank Your
Honour for the gracious speech Your Honour has been pleased to
address to us at the opening of the present session.

Mr. Anglin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do want to talk about a
couple of points that were raised in the Speech from the Throne.
Most importantly, I want to really focus on the environment and
property rights, which are pretty much some of the highlights that
I focused on. There are many other issues that I’m sure some other
members will pick up on later and comment on, but in particular
the issue of the environment.

Coming up with a climate change strategy and promising to
deliver on a climate change framework: this is to me absolutely
paramount. It is a double-edged sword that provides good on both
sides of that sword. One is that it is paramount in the sense that
it’s good for all Albertans to have clean air, to have clean water, to
have an environment that improves their quality of life.

The other side of that sword is access to international markets.
Whether we like it or not, the international markets are dictating
that we have to do something to lead in our environmental rules,
regulations, and demonstrate that we are a leader in the world. The
beauty behind this is that our industries have the technology. They
have the expertise. What we need is the leadership to bring that
forward to make that work because when you even look at these
pipelines that we struggle to get built, what prevents that, what is
the argument that has always been the obstacle that we had to
overcome is the fact that our environmental record was there to
obstruct. We have that ability.

So for this Premier to step up and say that we are under new
management and we are going to tackle that, there is something
that came to mind. It’s actually interesting because you’ve heard
it, and you’ll probably hear it again. What is different from this
government than any other previous government? It’s a valid
question. Albertans want an answer to that, and it’s not an answer
you can give verbally. It’s an answer that you have to demonstrate
that you’re actually going to do that. So the test is: will this
government act? What is good to know is simply this. What the
opposition has been complaining about, this government has now
acted on.

They complained about the licence plate. Done. Check mark.
It’s gone. They complained about the airlines. Done. Check mark.
It’s gone. They complained about fiscal management, and boy I'm
going to talk about the opposition and their fiscal management
policies in a second. Stay tuned because this is going to be

entertaining because the hypocrisy of how this takes place is
beyond me. [interjections]

Now, see, the beauty is, Mr. Speaker, that I actually have three
cease-and-desist orders against me from the Wildrose. I’'m not
allowed to speak up, but I’'m free from that now. [interjections]

An Hon. Member: Get a lawyer.

Mr. Anglin: No. I don’t need a lawyer. I'm free. I’'m free. I’'m not
allowed to talk about the nepotism in the party. [interjections]

The Speaker: Hon members, we’re about to conclude a historic
day here of some of the highest level of decorum, and it all starts
with giving a bait and taking a bait. For heaven’s sake. The hon.
member has the floor. Let him have it. Let him have it all. Please,
no more interjections.

Hon. member, please continue.

Mr. Anglin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I was saying, I’'m not
allowed to talk about the nepotism in my former party, and I won’t
talk about the nepotism. I’ll stay with that cease-and-desist order.
I’'m not allowed to talk about how criticism of a party would force
you out of that party or how criticism of the way they manage
themselves would somehow silence you.

I’ve heard this before, Mr. Speaker, where these PC MLAs were
criticized for not standing up and speaking out against some of the
policies. What we do know from the history of this Chamber is
that some of them actually did come over here and sit as
independents as an objection or as a protest, whatever they
personally decided. It was directed at governance, how this
government is going to act with integrity or with credibility. How
are you going to demonstrate that? That is the key test for this new
government, for this new Premier. It’s really important that they
stay on this because when I hear the criticism about fiscal
management, [ think it’s a valid criticism. It is important for all
Albertans that this be transparent, that there be accountability. It’s
nice to know we have an act, but I will tell you that it’s hard to
take when it comes from a party that takes and spends its own
money on what I would call a legal slush fund. I would wonder if
Elections Alberta would take exception to it.

Mr. Wilson: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.

Point of Order
Relevance

Mr. Wilson: I rise on Standing Order 23(b)(i). The member is
speaking to matters other than the question under discussion.
Clearly, he is responding or attempting to respond to the Speech
from the Throne. I’'m not sure of anywhere in there where internal
party matters and/or the view of the Official Opposition are noted,
and I would ask that you remind the member to keep his
comments relevant at such time.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. Member for Calgary-Shaw. I had
just, seconds before, in fact raised the motion and flagged it for
the hon. Member for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre,
who was speaking, and 1 was about to stand up and say: please
make your speech relevant to the motion of the throne speech;
otherwise, I’d have to rule you out of order and ask someone else
to take your place speaking. With that in mind, please be reminded
of relevance and continue on now with that train of thought.



November 18, 2014

Alberta Hansard 43

Debate Continued

Mr. Anglin: Oh, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The
relevance is in the context and the contrast of dealing with fiscal
management. I know the member doesn’t like it, but I’'m not here
to be liked or disliked. What I’m here for is to bring truth to the
contrast of fiscal management. It has to happen because if you’re
going to criticize somebody for not spending money properly,
then you have to take into context that when you put money into a
fund and you pressure people to put money into a fund and you
don’t even provide those people with accountability — and that
goes to the accountability of the throne speech — and you give
money so that it influences a political reality or a political
perception to your advantage, I tell you, it is an interesting
contrast. When the government brings up an issue of transparency,
what I would say is that those who criticize the government should
also exercise transparency, and I don’t see that, actually. I mean,
there has to be a balance.

The government is forced to balance that, and we should all be
forced to balance that. When we talk about government, granted,
we’re talking about the cabinet, Mr. Speaker, but the fact is that
we’re all part of that government. When we are the opposition,
when we are the backbenchers our job is to hold them
accountable. It doesn’t mean that we act differently and try to hold
them to a different standard.

I will tell you this, Mr. Speaker. I have not yet seen anyone on
that side actually speak up against their government and then be
underhandedly thrown out via a rigged election process. No one
has ever stood up and told me they’ve had one of those, but I
would tell you that that would be absurd. I wouldn’t expect that
from over there. I’'m not sure how that accountability measures
out. What I’'m looking for from this government is credibility. 1
would want this government to demonstrate exactly what it says.
Now we’re at a point in time which I think is a turning point.

5:40

When I see this government get accused of picking the low-
hanging fruit, I say: yes, they did. They fixed a couple of things
that the opposition said: please fix. And what I heard from the
opposition was: yeah, but they did it. That’s what we asked them
to do.

Now there are some major points coming along. I will tell you
that when the Premier brings out a property rights bill and heralds
that property rights bill and that property rights bill is going to
repeal Bill 19 — we refer to it as Bill 19, but it’s the Land
Assembly Project Area Act. I have to tell you, Mr. Speaker, that I
travelled around this province before I was elected, the last two
years. I travelled to 91 communities. I held 266 town hall
meetings. I spoke about Bill 19. The minister of agriculture was at
some of these meetings. More than one minister was there. I
discussed it, and I debated it. And when I hear the opposition say
that it wasn’t good enough, I’m here to tell you that it’s great. It’s
outstanding. I want the thousands of Wildrose Party members that
I signed up at my meetings to know that that is a good bill.

I fought against that Bill 19, and I debated against that Bill 19,
and to have them repeal that Bill 19, that is just. That is a prime
example of taking action. Is it enough? Never. I agree. We always
want more. I don’t want this government to be perfect. I want this
government to strive for perfection. That’s all I’'m asking. When I
travelled around this province and I spoke to thousands of
Albertans, what I did find out from those thousands of Albertans,
Mr. Speaker: they had some uncommon sense of fairness, and it
was a common virtue. They understand due process of law. They
understood the argument about property rights. So to have this

Premier step up and say, “We’re going to start dealing with it,” to
me that is a good start. To have the opposition, who rode that on
my back and on the backs of thousands of other Albertans, saying
that they were opposed to Bill 19, stand up and say that now, all of
a sudden, they’re not — I don’t understand that.

I am definitely going to support that bill when it comes along,
and I’'m going to ask them to do more. I want the thousands of
Albertans that I spoke to, who supported me and supported the
Wildrose in fighting this bill, to take note of that. That is really,
really important in the progress of restoring property rights in this
province. I commend the government for bringing that forward in
the throne speech, and I commend the government for following
through.

I don’t tolerate hypocrisy. No one has even been able to shut me
up on the issue of hypocrisy. I doubt it ever happens. But [ am not
going to talk about the nepotism that I got the cease-and-desist
order on.

So with that I want to talk about the environment.

Dr. Brown: You’ve got parliamentary privilege here, Joe.

Mr. Anglin: Well, fiscal prudence is really important. Yes. I will
stay with fiscal prudence. But I will tell you that there is humour
behind it, Mr. Speaker. When a member of the opposition hires an
image consultant and it doesn’t work out too great, that’s a waste
of taxpayers’ money.

Mr. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, if | may.

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Calgary-Shaw, I presume you’re
rising on a point of order.

Point of Order
Relevance

Mr. Wilson: A point of order, Mr. Speaker, again rising on
23(b)(1). I have no idea how this hon. member is trying to tie his
comments to the response from the Speech from the Throne, and I
would again ask you to remind him to keep his comments
relevant.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Once again, seconds before the Calgary-Shaw
member rose, | had just lifted up and indicated to the Member for
Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre to please make your
comments relevant to certain sections of the throne speech. I
realize that we give a lot of latitude, more than perhaps any other
legislation, when replies to throne speeches are being given.
Truly, we do give a lot of latitude. However, even I’m finding that
stretch a little bit difficult today. So if you could zoom in on the
throne speech, which part in particular you’re commenting on, that
would be helpful. The point is well made by Calgary-Shaw.

Debate Continued

Mr. Anglin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Point well taken. I will
zoom in. But as it has been said here in this Chamber, have fun. I
will cease to have fun at the moment, and I’ll get a little bit more
serious. But I’ll be back to “fun” later, and then you’ll have to
wave again.

What [ want to talk about is the seriousness of the issue of
climate. The Premier did bring up in the throne speech issues of
flood and flood mitigation, and what I want to say is that it is
important. Some of the things the government has done in this
area have helped. We are flood mapping. That is important. But
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what we also have to do is that we have to study the logging in the
high country. To ask a very simple question: is that affecting the
flooding? I have to tell you that it’s a valid question. We do need
to study it. We need to look at that because some of these floods,
the flash floods in particular — it’s only logical to make an
assumption that there is a connection, but we can’t make the
connection unless we study it. That has to fit into this flood
mitigation system somehow, someway. That is absolutely
important.

But going back to the credibility of our environmental policies,
I will tell you this. The environmental rules and regulations in this
province are good. What we lack is in the enforceability, and this
government needs to look at that to make the system work better.
We cannot — we cannot — have a track record where we say: our
policies are good, our laws are good, but we’re not getting the job
done because we’re not enforcing. That is a weak spot that this
government needs to look at when it wants to set up a track record
of environmental stewardship.

We’re not in a position where we can follow. Because of our
industry, because of our economy we are in a position where we
must lead. We have no other choice in this matter. We must lead
in this category if we’re to be successful. That’s where this
government needs to strive. We need to have clean water, we need
to have clean air, and we need to have enforcement.

We need a fair playing field. The carbon offset system in this
province is a clear example of that. It is a playing field that needs
a lot of attention by this government because the audits being
conducted in that industry are not adding up. When companies can
sell offsets for more CO, than they produce, something is wrong.
Somebody needs to look into it and to make the system work or to
deal with it in a more constructive way.

All T can tell you is that it is good, Mr. Speaker, that this is
recorded by Hansard, because I’'m not recording it. [interjections]
I did say I’d come back and have fun. I apologize.

The Speaker: Order, please. Order.

I can hardly wait to make this offer. Does anyone wish to take
up 29(2)(a)? We will go to the hon. Government House Leader,
under 29(2)(a).

Mr. Denis: Thanks for recognizing me, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to
ask the Member for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre what
experience he has with flood mapping.

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-
Sundre, if you wish to reply.

Mr. Anglin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Actually, flood mapping is
new to me as I’'m watching the government roll it out. Thank you
to the minister of environment for notifying me of the flood
mapping — I would call it an open house — in Sundre. It is the most
important constituency location for me dealing with floods. So we
had Environment and SRD people and the contractors down there
with all the different flood maps, explaining to the public how
they did it, answering questions. It was extremely important,
because we had a very large turnout, and it’s a huge issue.

There are other issues that are really important. I’'m hoping this
government will expand upon them: to look at not just the flood
mapping but to go beyond that and look into causes of floods as
far as what I said earlier, what the logging does, what develop-
ment does along those waterways. That’s extremely important to
keep this under control.

Again, Mr. Speaker, like everything else, my biggest criticisms
of previous PC governments all had to do with process, due
process, having a process that was fair and just. You don’t always

get the decision you want, but at least there’s a process. That’s
important. The opposition could take a lesson from process, but
they don’t hear that just yet.

Anyway, it is the same in property rights, absolutely. If you take
a look at what’s being repealed in Bill 1, if you look at the
processes there, they actually took those out of section 15 of the
Government Organization Act, so when we repeal that bill, we’ll
go back to the Government Organization Act. Those processes
there, in my view, are far fairer and just for landowners who are
affected by any type of expropriation, and that’s why I am so
supportive of the bill as one of the best starts in dealing with this
issue.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I’ll sit down. Thanks.

5:50

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs, did
you have a point that you wanted to make or a question to ask
under 29(2)(a), or are you satisfied?

Mr. Lukaszuk: No. I think I’ve heard enough, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: You'’re satisfied. Okay.
Anyone else under 29(2)(a)?
Seeing no one, let us move on then to Cardston-Taber-Warner.

Mr. Bikman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For some reason something
comes to mind about why people go to NASCAR races, to see the
car wrecks. I think we’ve just had an example of that.

This is an interesting time in the history of our province, Mr.
Speaker. The third different governing Premier presented a Speech
from the Throne, over a six-year period without a change in
reigning party. That’s got to be some kind of record. To
paraphrase P.T. Barnum, who was obviously wrong, apparently
you can fool all the people all the time or at least enough of them
to form a majority government.

But all kidding aside I think we can feel the sense of relief here
in Alberta and in this House. The Wildrose helped expose a
number of embarrassing facts that proved the necessity of a new
leader across the floor. I know that all Albertans are grateful to us;
they just have a funny way of showing it in by-elections.
Seriously, though, we all know that things couldn’t carry on the
way they were, with the significant waste, entitlement, and
disconnect between the government and the taxpayers.

We know that no matter how red a Tory your leader may be, it
has to be a whole lot better than what we’ve endured over the past
six years. Alberta couldn’t really wait till the next general election
to have some of these serious issues of waste and mismanagement
addressed. In his first action our new Premier demonstrated his
willingness to think outside the PC box and borrowed some good
ideas from the Wildrose playbook. The government air fleet is
gone, and the associated waste and misuse has ended.

The Premier acknowledged that we still live in Wild Rose
Country, saving millions on unnecessarily removing that pesky
reminder and free advertising of the Official Opposition on every
licensed vehicle in our province. [interjections] You don’t think
that was a factor? I’'m sure I wasn’t the only one who was glad for
many reasons that the Alberta Party wasn’t the Official
Opposition, or the over-the-hill, out-of-touch gang may have
suggested removing the name of our own province from the
licence plates.

In an acknowledgment of the burden of bureaucracy our new
Premier set up another layer of it to help small-business people
figure out which department is making their lives the most
miserable, under the guise of: “Hi. I’'m from the government, and
I’m here to help you.” I wonder: were existing personnel redeployed
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or new ones hired? Was someone promoted to become the
manager? Does she or he have a secretary and an assistant?

I’'m sure we can expect to see other Wildrose ideas borrowed,
repackaged, and claimed as original. But we’re okay with that
because it’s not about who gets the credit; it’s about doing what’s
right for all Albertans, and that’s what Wildrose is all about.

We see now a new bill addressing the issue of property rights,
one of the three core universal rights, a right that was stunningly
left out of the repatriated Constitution. Criticism has already
befallen this new Premier’s Bill 1. Hopefully, he will support and
implement Motion 501 from my colleague from Lacombe-
Ponoka. It will in concurrence with Lethbridge MP Jim Hillyer’s
private member’s bill in our federal Parliament amend the
Constitution for Alberta and entrench property rights.

This right has been a protected, cherished right and
acknowledged in common law as inalienable since 1215, at the
signing of the Magna Carta, a right that has been legislatively
trampled on by iterations of our government with full knowledge
and little respect: Bill 19, the Land Assembly Project Area Act;
Bill 24, Carbon Capture and Storage Statutes Amendment Act;
Bill 36, Alberta Land Stewardship Act; Bill 50, Electric Statutes
Amendment Act; and more recently Bill 2, Responsible Energy
Development Act.

Let’s take a few moments to consider just a few of the costs and
problems of this calculated regulatory taking. Under Bill 19, now
scheduled and announced to be gone, the government gave itself
the right to freeze Albertans’ land indefinitely, restricting rightful
owners even from building a garage on their own property. I
commend the hon. Member for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-
Sundre for his tireless efforts in lobbying against that bill.

Under Bill 24 the government stripped Albertans of the historic
right to control the pore space under their soil, which can be a
major source of revenue for those who lease their underground for
gas storage, for example.

Although Bill 50 was repealed, it was too late. Damage had
already been done under this nightmare legislation to the tune of
$16 billion plus and counting, and new power lines, many of them
believed to be unnecessary, went through with no public hearings
or needs assessment.

Bill 36, the worst of all, tells Albertans loudly and clearly that
the government has no issue with tearing up water licences,
grazing leases, natural resource leases, and much more simply
because the minister may feel like it.

Of course, all this comes without the right to compensation or
appeal for Albertans who are victims of these terrible policies and
with no access to courts. Let me illustrate. Keith Wilson uses the
example of a dairy farm owned by a family who holds the title to
the land; a confined feeding operation, approval issued by the
Natural Resources Conservation Board; and a water licence. Bill
36 calls the latter two rights statutory consents. It used to be the
case that confined feeding operation approvals could only be
rescinded under certain circumstances such as the surrender of the
approval or the sale or the abandonment of the land. Well, the
government argues that by rescinding these statutory consents, this
family’s title to the land is not affected. It’s obvious that that

farming operation will no longer be viable without them, which
violates the exploitation component of property rights. Without
the protection of statutory consents there cannot be a functional
economy.

According to Mr. Wilson under the new land-use framework the
government can decide what Albertans can and cannot do on
private land in a way that has never been seen before in Alberta
and possibly in any parliamentary democracy. It used to be that
Albertans, like most people in free societies, were able to do
whatever they wanted on their land as long as no activities were
generally harmful. Now Albertans may only conduct activities on
their land that achieve specific outcomes determined by cabinet,
and even if that overturns something the government had
explicitly permitted, either yesterday or generations ago, you have
no guarantees for compensation.

Let me tell you about my friend Sharon Unger. She and her
husband built a lovely home overlooking a picturesque valley with
an unobstructed view of the Rocky Mountains. A couple of years
ago they were in a position where they needed to sell their house.
They had received a market value offer, but it was withdrawn when
the purchasers discovered something that they themselves didn’t
know. AltaLink was considering the construction of transmission
lines right across the valley and their beautiful view. Attempts to get
a definitive answer from AltaLink on which of the three possible
routes being considered was the one fell on deaf ears. She was
desperate. The Property Rights Advocate was unable to help. To this
day this injustice remains unresolved. This multibillion-dollar
company, guaranteed a 9-plus per cent return on all its costs by this
government, could have bought this house with petty cash and
added it to the expenses and boosted its own profits.

Why is this right fundamental to all Albertans, no matter where
they live or how they earn a living? What is property? Everything
you own. You worked hard for your money. It’s a tangible
representation of the value society and the free market placed on
your time, talents, and energy. You use it to purchase food,
clothing, shelter, transportation, entertainment, escape, whatever.
Whose stuff is all that? Easy answer — duh — it’s yours.

Should you be allowed to enjoy the fruits of your labours?
Should there be restrictions on your use and enjoyment? Well, no
matter what the speedometer on your car says, for safety’s sake,
yours and others, there are some limits.

But what about real property? Well, you can’t build your house
too close to your neighbours or the sidewalk or have view-
obstructing trees or fences on a corner lot, and so on. Maybe the
style is restricted by the community or neighbourhood association.
But these rules are all in place, or if changes are contemplated,
you have a right to a say about it or the courts for redress or
appeal.

What if the government said you could no longer access water
or sewer lines? Would that affect your use and enjoyment?

The Speaker: Hon. member, I hesitate to interrupt, but pursuant
to Standing Order 4(2) the House now must stand adjourned until
1:30 p.m. tomorrow.

[The Assembly adjourned at 6 p.m. to Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.]
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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

1:30 p.m. Wednesday, November 19, 2014

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Holy and Great Creator, guide us in our discussions,
our deliberations, and in our actions that they might exemplify what
a democratic system looks like in its finest hour. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Visitors
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster.

Dr. Starke: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Parenthetically, I'd like
to complain about the e-mail distribution centre that had only me
getting the “wear native full costume” e-mail today. But thanks
anyway.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I’m very, very pleased to introduce to you
and through you to all members of the Assembly some of my
guests. I’ll start with the guests that are seated in the Speaker’s
gallery, but if you wish, I can go on to those that are also seated in
the — we’ll go with the Speaker’s gallery first.

Mr. Speaker, it’s my very great pleasure today to introduce,
here to support my statement on the 25th anniversary of the fall of
the Berlin Wall, the honorary consul for the Federal Republic of
Germany from the Calgary office, Herr Hubertus Liebrecht, and
his son Alexander. I ask that they rise and receive the warm
welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: Thank you. Others will be introduced shortly.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: Let us begin now with school groups, starting with
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Mr. Bhardwaj: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. On
your behalf I would like to introduce to you and through you 48
students from Julia Kiniski elementary school, located in your
constituency of Edmonton-Mill Creek. They are accompanied by
their teachers, Mr. Dale Mandryk and Ms Suzi Vladimirov, and
parent helpers Mr. Doug Herbert, Mrs. Melissa Poppe, and Mrs.
Cindy Dunphy. They are sitting in the members’ gallery. I ask that
they please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Associate Minister of Aboriginal Relations.

Mr. Dorward: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two school groups
to introduce. The first one is from St. James Catholic elementary
school. There are about 35 visitors here, I believe in both galleries.
Amongst the teaching assistants and also the teachers and parents
are Mr. Robert Harris, Mrs. Sheila Janki, Mr. Raymond Bradshaw,
and Ms Jacqueline Fabian. I wonder if those students and visitors
from St. James could stand up and receive a welcome from the
Assembly.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In addition — I appreciate that, doing
two — from St. Gabriel school, a school that is about four blocks
away from my home, we have Mr. Guy Knight and Miss Louise

Kermath with 19 St. Gabriel school students as well. I wonder if
they could stand and receive the welcome of the Assembly.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Are there other school groups?
If not, let us revert to Introduction of Visitors.

Introduction of Visitors
(continued)

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-South.

Mr. Dallas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today I’d like to introduce
to you and through you to all members of this Assembly Jim
McPherson. Jim was elected as an MLA for the constituency of
Red Deer in 1982, which was the last election in which Red Deer
was represented by a single MLA. Jim jokes that it now takes two
of us to keep up with the work that he was doing. Jim continues to
be a champion for our community and in 2012 was named the city
of Red Deer citizen of the year. A chartered life underwriter,
chartered financial consultant, and chartered financial planner, Jim
is here today with the group from Advocis, meeting with members
of this Assembly. Jim has obviously risen. Please provide the
traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. Member for Red Deer-South.

Introduction of Guests
(continued)

The Speaker: Let us move on. I guess we’re back to Vermilion-
Lloydminster for the continuation of your guests.

Dr. Starke : Yes. Well, thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. It gives
me great pleasure to introduce to you and through you several
members of Alberta’s German community who have joined us
here today to provide support to my member’s statement on the
fall of the Berlin Wall. You’ll notice they did get the memo, so
this is just great. I’d like to first of all introduce Oswald Serlach,
the prince, and Joan Armstrong, the princess, of the Mardi Gras
Carnival festival put on by the Blauen Funken. I’d also like to
introduce Ole Berger, the president of the Blauen Funken, and a
long-time member of the Blauen Funken, Harald Bodenberger,
who was born in the city of Berlin.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, it’s my very great pleasure to intro-
duce Karl Weidle, the president of the Victoria Soccer Club, Ist
DFC, a long-time dominant club in club soccer, and I think Mr.
Weidle has been president of that club for over 25 years; a good
friend to many in the Assembly, Arnim Joop, the publisher of the
Albertaner, the German-language newspaper; Arnim is behind me
— excellent — and Karl as well; and other members of the German
community that I’ll ask to rise as I say their names: Horst
Fleischhauer, Sylvia Kiel, Marvin Schaaf, Reiss Kruger, Elaine
Monk, Wolfgang Haupt, Nadja Kunze, and Madeleine Streich.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask that all members join me in giving
them the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the ND opposition.

Ms Notley: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure
to rise today and introduce to you and through you to all members
of the Assembly my guests Soraya Zaki Hafez and Maria Syed
from the Canadian Council of Muslim Women. The CCMW is a
national organization started 32 years ago in Edmonton by the late
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Dr. Lila Fahlman. She travelled across Canada to promote the idea
of empowering Canadian Muslim women and giving them the
tools to be active members of Canadian society.

Sitting with my guests from the CCMW is Ms Zarqa Nawaz,
who was the producer and director of the CBC series Little
Mosque on the Prairie. She’s recently released a book entitled
Laughing All the Way to the Mosque.

I would like to ask my guests to rise and receive the traditional
warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Associate Minister of Aboriginal Relations.

Mr. Dorward: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm blessed in the
constituency of Edmonton-Gold Bar to have Metro college’s
English as a second language program very close to my constit-
uency office. I wanted to introduce to you and through you to
members of the Assembly a group of students from Metro college
accompanied by their instructor and teacher, Cheryl Thomas, who
is always very engaged in the community with these students. |
believe they’re seated in both galleries, and I would like to have
those students and Cheryl Thomas stand up and receive the warm
welcome of the Assembly, please.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore.

Mrs. Sarich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour and a
privilege for me to rise today to introduce to you and through you
to all Members of the Legislative Assembly three guests here in
recognition of the flags of remembrance initiative, developed and
hosted by Veterans Voices of Canada. On October 25, 2014,
Veterans Voices of Canada provided Albertans with an
opportunity to pay tribute and recognize the strength and sacrifice of
Canadian armed forces men and women. One hundred and sixteen
Canadian flags were displayed along highway 11 east of Sylvan
Lake, and each one represented over 1,000 Canadian soldiers.

1:40

With pride I would like to ask my guests, who are seated in the
members’ gallery, to please rise and remain standing as I mention
their names: Mr. Allan Cameron, founding CEO and president,
Veterans Voices of Canada; my military hero, who I sponsored for
the flags of remembrance, Warrant Officer (Retired) John
Hofman, Canadian Army regular force and Canadian Army
reserve force; Mrs. Josephine Hofman, married to Warrant Officer
(Retired) John Hofman for 39 years. Heartfelt thanks and best
wishes to these outstanding Albertans. Lest we forget. I would
now ask the Assembly to please join me in providing the
traditional warm welcome.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition.

Provincial Fiscal Policies

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am an Albertan, and I am
proud of it. I am proud that we routinely lead the nation in
economic growth, I am proud that we as a people volunteer more
time and donate more dollars to charity than any other province in
Canada, and I am proud that we have the lowest tax regime in the
entire country. We have no sales tax, no payroll tax, no capital tax,
and no health premiums. That is indeed something to be proud of.

It puts us a cut above the rest of the country and indeed most of
the world in economic freedom and opportunity.

The funny thing, Mr. Speaker, is that despite this wonderfully
low tax environment Alberta collects more tax revenue from its
citizens on a per capita basis than any other province in Canada,
and there’s a reason for this. Low taxes drive economic growth
and job creation, which, in turn, leads to more people paying
taxes.

I want to reiterate what the Wildrose has always stood by, that
our low tax environment is our single greatest competitive edge
and that it must be preserved at all costs. However, once again it
appears that that competitive edge is under threat. With oil diving
towards $70 a barrel, there’s all kinds of speculation that our new
Premier is in the market for more money. It seems there is a belief
that if the government only had more money to spend, everything
would be all right.

Now, the Premier wasn’t around for this, but his government
couldn’t pay for everything it did when oil was at $100 a barrel
without going into debt. I think he needs to consider that perhaps
more revenue isn’t the answer. Mr. Speaker, it’s time for us to
ditch the tax talk and start living within our considerable means.
That means not reflexively spending every dollar that we happen
to come into possession of, that means setting annual spending
limits and prioritizing those funds accordingly, and it means
identifying areas of wasteful spending and eliminating them.
That’s the Wildrose plan, and it’s the plan that’s right for Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by Vermilion-Lloydminster.

Energy Industry

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday the
U.S. Senate rejected the approval of the Keystone XL pipeline.
Though there will be inevitably another vote on the matter, with a
new Republican majority in the Senate, early next year, such a bill
is likely to be vetoed by President Obama.

The government is clearly disappointed in this development, but
it provides an opportunity to rethink the policy of exporting
unprocessed bitumen and consider adopting a value-added
strategy for our resources. We need to refine and upgrade products
right here in Alberta instead of shipping raw resources and the
jobs that go with them down pipelines to Texas. Pipelines and
extraction produce relatively few good, long-term jobs. Upgrading
and refining, by contrast, produce lots of high-paying and
permanent jobs. A recent feasibility study concluded that upgrading
bitumen in Alberta could increase the province’s GDP by $6 billion
a year and create 18,000 new jobs.

Peter Lougheed challenged Albertans to think like owners. That
means not only adding value but ensuring that we receive a fair
share of royalties for the resources which we all own together.
Under Lougheed Alberta set a goal of receiving 30 per cent of the
value of the resources in royalties and taxes and sometimes
exceeded that. The PC government is currently collecting 9 per
cent, which is less than under the Social Credit government.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, since the days of Ralph Klein we have
been warning that unless Alberta took its environmental
obligations seriously, it would become increasingly difficult to
find markets for our energy products. If this government is serious
about improving Alberta’s access to markets, Alberta needs
environmental strategies that are more than just press releases and
trips to Washington. Words need to be followed by real actions.
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Like Premier Lougheed, New Democrats stand for adding
value, making sure we get our fair share, and high standards of
environmental stewardship.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster,
followed by Strathcona-Sherwood Park.

Fall of the Berlin Wall 25th Anniversary

Dr. Starke: [Remarks in German] Most honoured Mr. Speaker of
the Assembly, 10 days ago, on the 9th of November, the entire
world marked one of the most important and unforgettable events
in our world history, the destruction of the Berlin Wall.

To the world the wall was the most obvious symbol of the
tension between East and West during the Cold War, but for
Germans and people of German ancestry it meant even more for
the wall was a false border, a chasm that cruelly divided friends
and families. Through high-risk escape attempts thousands
managed to reach freedom in the West. About 200 lost their lives
in the attempt.

For 28 years the wall stood, abhorred and mute testimony of the
oppression of eastern Europe. For this reason, the whole world
celebrated the destruction of the wall but nowhere more so than in
Berlin.

Thousands of Germans, including my parents in the ’50s,
emigrated to Alberta. They sought freedom, peace, and freedom
from fear and found it here. Many Albertans of German heritage
have made significant contributions to our province: Horst
Schmid, Reinhard Mbhlenfeld, and former Premiers William
Aberhart and Ralph Klein. Widely known as people who promote
a love of life and friendliness, we celebrate festivals like Carnival
and Oktoberfest, and we are especially proud and prominent when
we cheer on the German team during their frequent successes at
the World Cup of soccer.

Mr. Speaker, the fall of the Berlin Wall was a genuine triumph
not just for Germans but for the collective world humanity. It is a
great honour for me to deliver this statement fully in German. To
you and to my colleagues for their forbearance, I say a heartfelt
thank you. [As submitted]

The Speaker: [Remarks in German] Thank you sincerely, and
welcome, everyone. [As submitted]

Thank you for providing the English translation, which will
appear in Hansard so that everyone can grasp the full gravity of
that comment.

We’ll move on to the hon. Member for Strathcona-Sherwood
Park, followed by Lethbridge-West.

Mr. Quest: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I recognized at least six of
those words.

Value-added Energy Industries

Mr. Quest: It’s an honour to rise and recognize today Alberta’s
Industrial Heartland. Alberta has been blessed with an abundance
of natural resources, attracting global investors.

In 2013 the energy sector accounted for 74 per cent of Alberta’s
exports, producing nearly a quarter of the province’s GDP. This
translates into over $82 billion for Alberta. The royalties we earn
from the energy sector, of course, support the many programs and
services that we enjoy here in Alberta and contribute greatly to the
overall high quality of life that we enjoy.

The petrochemical and refining sector is a major component of
Alberta’s economy and our second-largest export product.

Exporting products that are further up the value chain offers
Albertans improved resource royalties, a larger tax base, increased
skilled jobs, and a better proportion of higher value product
exports.

Despite this, crude oil currently makes up 62 per cent of our
province’s energy exports. In order to maximize the value from
our natural resources, it’s essential that we produce value-added
exports, and this is best achieved through the use of integrated
hydrocarbon processing clusters. Comprised of interconnected
businesses, suppliers, and institutions, a processing cluster
provides improved synergies, reduced capital and operation costs,
and a stable labour force over the long term.

Alberta has been a real model for implementing successful
value-added policies that make sense, from Peter Lougheed’s
original programs to the recent incremental ethane extraction
program, that has resulted in over $3.5 billion in new investment
in our province. These developments fuel a strong and diversified
economy. Developments like the North West upgrader will help
maximize the value of Alberta’s bitumen resources by a range of
cleaner, high-value products such as ultra-low-sulphur diesel and
diluents.

We do face stiff competition in a very competitive market from
all over the globe. Mr. Speaker, we just need to be aware and
make sure that we continue to support in our policies value-added
industry in Alberta.

1:50 Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First main set of questions. The Leader of Her
Majesty’s Loyal Opposition.

Provincial Fiscal Policies

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, yesterday I began the Premier’s first
question period by asking him the first question I asked Premier
Redford. Unfortunately for Albertans, the new management is no
better on fiscal matters than the old management. Let’s see if the
Premier has a clearer answer now that he’s had a night to think
about it. To the Premier: how will his government get out of the
budget hole caused by oil heading down to $70 a barrel? Will we
see more debt, more taxes, or both?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I listened to the hon. member’s
statement applauding the fiscal and competitive position of
Alberta and the incredible achievements in terms of our tax
advantages and competitive advantages, and I agree with her
entirely. So I certainly assure her that in the week ahead she will
see a fiscal update from the Minister of Finance which maintains
that tradition, and I hope that she will be equally enthusiastic in
supporting the ongoing work of this government.

Ms Smith: Well, Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Premier also made
the point that Albertans have overall low taxes, but the implication
seems to be that he has room to increase them. That’s troubling.
Since he’s giving Albertans all sorts of mixed signals on this, I
think some clarity is in order. Does the Premier believe his
government has a spending problem that requires more discipline
or a revenue problem that requires more taxes?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, the only confusion on this
matter, I think, is from the side opposite. Albertans are already the
lowest-taxed citizens in this country. As the hon. member said
herself in her opening statement, this is a subject of enormous
pride to all of us as Albertans. Our low taxes put us at an
incredible competitive advantage. We’ll continue to invest, as we
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have promised, in the priorities of Albertans — that includes health,
it includes taking care of senior citizens, and it includes the
construction of new schools — but we will maintain our low tax
advantage and no sales tax in this province.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, clarity does not seem to be the Premier’s
strong suit. Albertans are proud of the tax structure we have in
Alberta. Here in Alberta a dollar is a dollar and is taxed like a
dollar and at a reasonable 10 per cent single rate of tax. It is one of
the ways in which Alberta leads. It is, in fact, what has resulted in
allowing us to have more per capita revenue from personal income
tax than any other province. Here is an easy question for the
Premier. Will he commit right here, right now that his government
will keep the 10 per cent single rate for personal income tax?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, the government’s fiscal update
will be delivered next week. The government’s commitment
relative to this fiscal year is very clear, and the government is on
target in terms of achieving the fiscal expectations that have been
put forward to Albertans. Albertans, as I say, expect prudence.
They expect discipline. They expect spending discipline from their
government. Every single Albertan understands that we are in a
low-price environment for oil, $75 per barrel or thereabouts. They
expect discipline from their government in these circumstances,
and they will see that.

The Speaker: Second main set of questions. Her Majesty’s Loyal
Opposition leader.

Ms Smith: I guess we’ll try to get a clearer answer tomorrow, Mr.
Speaker.

School Modular Construction in Calgary-Elbow

Ms Smith: Yesterday I asked the Premier about progress as well.
You see, he declared that Albertans should judge his government
on the progress it made. He also declared that Albertans should
judge his government on integrity. Last month the Education
minister used his position to fast-track modular schools in the
constituency that he was seeking a seat in. Even his campaign
manager admitted it was done to win the seat. Does the Premier
think that this is an act worthy of his high standards of integrity?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, the member is simply wrong in
her assertions. The minister has been responding to the needs of
Albertans in the clearest of terms. He has been listening to
Albertans. He was listening to individuals in a number of
constituencies relative to the need for modular schools and other
school construction in communities that need them. The hon.
member should simply look to the response from stakeholders
across this province about the progress that has been made in
terms of listening by this minister.

Ms Smith: Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, the Education minister was
hardly forthcoming on how that decision was made. He dutifully
stuck to his talking points, no doubt provided to him by the
Premier’s office, when he was asked tough questions. But
Albertans deserve more than canned answers. They deserve the
truth. To the Education minister: how did he decide that modulars
for a school in the constituency where he was seeking a seat was a
higher priority than the six other projects ahead of it on the
priority list?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, we are responding to the interests and
the concerns of parents. One of the member’s colleagues sitting

behind her wrote me a letter in the middle of the election
campaign asking for support for modulars to be approved in his
particular riding for the particular school that he was concerned
about. It was for the same reason that modulars were approved for
that school. When parents had a desperate need, they were
approved for the school that the member opposite mentioned and
every other school that we’ve approved modulars for.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Hon. leader, final supplemental.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, I was asking about the constituency of
Calgary-Elbow, and I don’t think I got an answer to that question.

In the throne speech we were told that the role of government is
to serve Albertans honourably, respectfully, and ethically. I think
Albertans will be hard-pressed to view the Education minister’s
actions with regard to these particular modulars as honourable,
respectful, and ethical. The Premier said that Albertans should
judge his government by the integrity it has shown. To the
Premier: is this the kind of government he’s going to run, where
projects only get built when there are elections to be won?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, the member opposite is simply wrong.
We are responding to what parents are saying are priorities for
their children. The member opposite’s colleague wrote this
particular letter and in the letter said, “I am writing to request
information and action to address the . .. badly needed portables
in this province.” That’s exactly what the parents in Calgary were
asking for, the members of Rocky View were asking for, the
parents across the province have been asking for, and that’s
exactly what we have been responding to.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition
for her third and final set of questions.

Ms Smith: That’s another question we’ll have to go back to again
tomorrow, Mr. Speaker.

Landowner Property Rights Legislation

Ms Smith: Yesterday we saw that Bill 1, which was supposed to
be a landmark bill, is really just a half-hearted attempt to placate
landowners that doesn’t get to the real issues of legal recourse and
compensation. Bill 19, the Land Assembly Project Area Act, is a
bad law. It should go. But I'm a little perplexed because the
Premier has claimed that nobody understands this issue better than
he does, having spoken with so many Albertans during the
summer about it. My question is a simple one: Did Albertans
really tell the Premier that getting rid of just one bad law was
enough to protect property rights in this province?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, firstly, speaking of listening to
Albertans, 1 think that letter should be tabled in front of the
Legislature.

But let’s deal with property rights, Mr. Speaker. I certainly do
not want the hon. member opposite to be perplexed, so I certainly
hope that they will find their way clear to support Bill 1. If they do
so, it will be the end of the land assembly act, which in their own
assertions has been an overreaching piece of legislation that is
tantamount to de facto expropriation. It’s for that reason that Bill 1
has been brought forward, Mr. Speaker.

Ms Smith: The Premier said yesterday that Albertans need not
worry about full, fair, and timely compensation when the govern-
ment takes their property because such matters are regulated by
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the Alberta Expropriation Act and the Surface Rights Act. Is the
Premier aware that his government has passed several laws such
as the Land Stewardship Act that override the compensation
provisions of these two laws and that that is precisely why
property rights need more protection in this province?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, the most extreme circumstances
in which a landowner can be deprived of their property rights is, in
fact, the land assembly act, which is a resuscitation of provisions
which were taken out of the Department of the Environment Act
many years ago, quite properly so, that amounted to constructive
expropriation or de facto expropriation. It’s for that reason that the
land assembly act is being removed.

In terms of the Land Stewardship Act it actually confers rights
upon a landowner which are supplementary to the rights that a
landowner has under the Expropriation Act, and I would not have
repealed it on that basis.

Ms Smith: Well, Mr. Speaker, that’s certainly not how landowners
see it, and I’'m sure they’ll be telling the Premier so.

I asked the Premier to demonstrate his sincerity on this issue by
supporting the motion of the Member for Lacombe-Ponoka which
would entrench property rights in the Constitution and guarantee
full, fair, and timely compensation. As I pointed out yesterday,
this motion is on the Order Paper. Surely by now the Premier has
had time to read it. Will he support it?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’ll certainly speak to that motion
when it is put forward in the House and we have an opportunity to
examine it and examine all of the specific recommendations that
have been made relative to the Expropriation Act and to the
Constitution.

2:00
The Speaker: The hon. leader of the Liberal opposition.

Menthol Cigarettes

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Alberta Medical
Association now supports including menthol in the ban on
flavoured tobacco. The Health minister says that they’re entitled
to their opinion. Well, their opinion is also shared by the World
Health Organization, the Canadian Medical Association, the Heart
and Stroke Foundation, the Canadian Cancer Society, Action on
Smoking and Health, and even this Assembly, which approved
Bill 206 in the first place. To the Premier: whom do you agree
with, these expert organizations or your novice Minister of Health,
who refuses to include menthol in the ban?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Mr. Mandel: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We have two priorities
when it comes to tobacco: first of all, protecting children — and
we’ve done that by eliminating a variety of smoking in cars, sizes
of packages, various flavoured tobaccos — as well as making sure
that we align ourselves with the rest of the country.

Thank you.

Dr. Sherman: I guess they want to lead by following again, Mr.
Speaker.

If the opinion of experts wasn’t enough, I question why this
supposedly new management team is also ignoring the advice of
its own Health ministry, Alberta Health Services, chief medical
officer of health as well as the former Health minister and the
associate minister of wellness, all of whom recommended a

complete ban on all flavoured tobacco, including menthol cigarettes.
The minister is still looking for a second opinion, apparently. To the
Health minister: the facts are in. Who else do you need to consult?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, when we reviewed these particular
regulations, we looked at the possibility of banning a variety of
other products. The fact of the matter is that tobacco is a legal
product, people do have the right to use menthol, and we believe
public rights do prevail on this issue.

Dr. Sherman: And the majority of the old management team
actually voted to ban it.

Mr. Speaker, they say that birds of a feather flock together. The
Health minister’s former campaign manager and his former chief
of staff, who’s now the Premier’s principal secretary, both have
close ties to tobacco lobbyists, yet the minister claims that he’s
never met them. Clearly, health policy is being set by lobbyists
and not health experts. To the Minister of Health: whom is the
Minister of Health working for, our children or big tobacco?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, we’re working for children.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the ND opposition.

School Modular Construction in Calgary-Elbow
(continued)

Ms Notley: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. When we rose last
spring, this government over there had a problem with integrity,
so much so that we have a bill coming forward to deal with it. But
that bill will not address a problem that arises from the spectre of
an Education minister who queue-jumps for political reasons on a
decisions around modulars. My question is to the Premier. Does
the Premier understand that by his failure to deal with his
Education minister’s conduct during the by-elections, his caucus’s
integrity problem is now his integrity problem?

Mr. Dirks: I fundamentally disagree with the member opposite.
The concern of Albertans is that we respond to the needs of
parents in our fast-growing communities and in particular in areas
of our cities. Whether it’s Calgary, whether it’s Westgate school,
whether it’s William Reid school, whether it’s in Rocky View at
East Lake school, all of these communities need additional
modulars to respond to growing enrolment pressures. That’s
exactly what parents want the Education minister to respond to,
and that’s exactly what we’ve done, Mr. Speaker.

Ms Notley: Well, Mr. Speaker, Manitoba and Saskatchewan both
have election laws that would prohibit the kind of government
spending that went on during the by-elections, that was done by
your Education minister. My question to the Premier is: to regain
integrity and trust with Alberta voters, will he commit to
amending our elections law so that this can’t ever happen again,
and if he won’t commit to it, why won’t he?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I can certainly understand why
with the member opposite the by-elections are a sore topic.

Moving forward, Mr. Speaker, we’ve been very clear in terms
of ethics and ethical accountability. I’ve indicated that we will be
bringing forward ethics legislation in this House that will deal
with accountability, entitlements, and will make very specific
provisions relative to the matters that people have been concerned
about in this province.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.
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Ms Notley: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final question is to
the Minister of Education. He talks about receiving letters from
families around the province. Well, the fact of the matter is that
families around the province have been writing to this government
over and over and over about how they don’t have modulars and
portables where they need them, yet only Calgary-Elbow received
the by-election bonus. So why will you not explain to this
Assembly how you made that decision? Alberta voters deserve to
hear the explanation.

Mr. Dirks: Well, Mr. Speaker, for the second time I have to say
that the member opposite is entirely wrong. Portables have been
approved for a number of schools in Calgary — William Reid,
Westgate — and Rocky View. Across the province we have been
responding to the growing enrolment pressures and the capital
needs that parents expect us to respond to. Ensuring that we have a
quality education system is on the top of the marquee of our
priorities for this government, and we’re going to continue to
respond as Albertans would wish us to.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Those are the first five main questions. I’d appreciate your
cooperation to please curtail any preambles to supplementals from
here on in so we can get more members up with their important
questions.

Let’s start with Calgary-Shaw, followed by Calgary-North West.

Municipal Charter Framework Agreement

Mr. Wilson: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government has
taken cities on a roller coaster ride over the past few years.
They’ve had four — four — ministers of Municipal Affairs in the
past year alone, and they’ve signed not one but two MOUs
promising to deliver a big-city charter. Now, the second MOU
does offer a bit more clarity, specifically around revenue sources,
stating, “A key element going forward will be consideration of the
adequacy and form of current revenue streams.” To the Premier:
everyone knows a revenue stream is simply a code for a tax, so
what new revenue streams are being considered?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. McQueen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure to
rise on this. We’re very happy to have very early, within 21 days,
in our mandate with our new Premier and under new management
signed a charter framework with both Edmonton and Calgary that,
I have to say, they are very happy about. This brings us to be able
to move forward with the charter and into three different phases.
I’'m sure we’ll have another question, and I’ll be able to explain
those phases for the hon. member.

Mr. Wilson: And I look forward to hearing the talking points that
the Premier’s office provided her.

The most recent MOU also states that this relationship will
ensure that the cities are provided with new and/or enhanced
economic tools: more code for taxes. Can the Premier clarify what
this means if it isn’t referring to more taxes for Albertans?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Mrs. McQueen: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The
two big-city mayors have really been very happy to see us signing
this city framework. Phase 1 will address matters specific to the
two cities and Municipal Affairs by the spring of 2015. In phase 2
we will address matters between the two cities, Municipal Affairs,

and any other GOA ministry that we want to chat about with them.
Then and only then phase 3 will address the development of a new
fiscal framework for the two cities by 2016.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.

Mr. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We’re all adults here. Mr.
Premier, can you just stand up and tell this House one way or the
other: will the new city charter framework, that you proudly claim
to have signed with our cities, involve new taxation powers for
Calgary and Edmonton?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. McQueen: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. As I
said, we have three different phases. You won’t know what that
will look like until we’ve actually gone through the consultation,
the respectful consultation we’ll have with our two big-city
mayors on the phases that they’ve talked about, phases 1 and 2,
making sure that they have the chance to talk crossministerially,
and then, finally, as they brought forward these phases in order,
which those two big cities did, we’ll look at revenue or fiscal
framework, but not until then.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

School Construction

Ms Jansen: Mr. Speaker, [ was so excited to hear about news of a
middle school that was going to be built in the community of
Royal Oak in Calgary-North West. I often actually drive by that
site and say: I can’t wait. But I do wait and wait. I’m wondering if
I can pose this question to the Minister of Infrastructure. How
much longer am I and the people who live in Calgary-North West
going to have to wait for that middle school?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Infrastructure.

Mr. Bhullar: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Upon
becoming the Minister of Infrastructure, I was actually quite
surprised to learn that the first year to year and a half of the time
that it takes to construct a school is actually doing things like
design work and permitting. Those are things that I choose to
change. We want to close the time frame. We want to get that
work done sooner, but we need work and consultation with our
school board partners, with our municipalities. I don’t think it’s
acceptable to have five-, six-, eight-month delays for building
permits, and we’re going to work to address this issue.

2:10
The Speaker: Thank you.

Ms Jansen: Mr. Speaker, I’'m just wondering if the minister can
help me a little bit with the math. First of all, how many schools
were promised, and how many bums are in seats right now?

Mr. Bhullar: Mr. Speaker, of the 35 schools that were promised
in 2011, 31 of those students occupy today. Of the four remaining
schools one of them had issues with respect to the Calgary flood,
two of them had site problems and environmental challenges that
had to be rectified, and the last one is a school being used by two
jurisdictions and one college, and therefore they required more
time to work on . . .

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. Minister.

Ms Jansen: Finally, Mr. Speaker, to the same minister. I’'m just
wondering, and I think that the people of Calgary-North West
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would like to know this: at what stage are we in the development
of the schools? Considering the schools like mine, we still have
empty plots of land. Have the designs been done? Are the
bulldozers ready? Where are we?

Mr. Bhullar: Mr. Speaker, the fact remains that at present, of our
230 school projects, as I said, 31 of them are complete. Of phase 2
we have 11 schools that are under construction today, 78 in the
planning stage, 52 undergoing the design work, and 56 that have
gone out to tender. So we still expect that these schools in phase 2
will be complete by 2016. For some of the high schools it takes
six to eight months longer to construct, so in 2017 they will be
done.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Cardston-Taber-Warner, followed by
Banff-Cochrane.

Small-business Regulations

Mr. Bikman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The most common request
we receive in our constituency offices is for help navigating the
halls of bureaucracy, whether it’s AHS, with its eight layers of
management, or finding someone willing and able to provide
clear, honest answers to a request about the prioritized status of a
promised project. The government completed a study on reducing
regulations and red tape, but we’ve seen little positive action. Will
the minister please advise us when we may expect this to
improve?

The Speaker: The hon. minister — which minister are you going
toward, please?

Mr. Bikman: Whoever is supposed to be doing this. Probably
nobody.

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, [ appreciate the question. The
province is very dynamic in delivering its services. As a result of
that, buildings are built, they’re renovated, they’re changed, and it
takes time to put programs in place. As a result of that, I can’t give
the hon. member any specifics about what’s happening in his
particular area, but we are trying as of now to reduce the red tape
in Alberta Health Services so that we can deal with the people of
his constituency and all the other ones in this province.

The Speaker: Thank you.
First supplemental.

Mr. Bikman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The absence of someone
responsible for doing this is an answer itself, isn’t it?

Given that’s it’s been nearly three years since the report came
out, can someone advise us on just how many fewer regulations
we now have, remembering to include all the ones that have been
added since the report was written?

The Speaker: Hon. member, it is customary to direct your question
to a specific person although any front-bencher can answer.

Mr. Bikman: Well, it would be nice to know who.

The Speaker: Is there someone who wishes to answer? The
Premier, please.

Mr. Prentice: Certainly. The hon. member may have missed this,
but in fact there was a very important announcement made about
five weeks, six weeks ago relative to the small-business strategy

by the minister of innovation and myself that dealt quite
specifically with red tape, the reduction of red tape, introducing a
new portal that would allow small businesses in this province to
deal with exactly the problem that the hon. member is raising,
which is accessing readily government information, avoiding red
tape, and getting quickly to the bottom line, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Bikman: I read and received that, Mr. Speaker, and thought it
was good news, but I have some questions about it. Given that if
just half of the unnecessary and redundant rules were torched, I
suspect we’d have a three-alarm fire, does anyone over there have
a goal and a timeline for meaningful, substantive reductions in
regulations and red tape, and if so, where can we find the list of
the rules and regulations that are headed for the shredder?

Mr. Scott: Thank you for the question. I think you need to get
your facts right. We are in fact working with Albertans to make
sure that they have the best access to information. The small-
business strategy was a perfect example of that. Any Albertan can
go and within three clicks get the information they need. That’s
why Alberta is such a great place to run a small business. That’s
the kind of work that we on this side of the House are doing, and
we are going to continue to do it.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Banff-Cochrane, followed by
Edmonton-Centre.

Calgary Area Flood Mitigation

Mr. Casey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Three flood mitigation
projects are currently under consideration by our government to
protect the city of Calgary from flooding in the future. The status
of these projects is of particular importance to the residents of
Banff-Cochrane, particularly Bragg Creek, who suffered the
devastating effects of the 2013 flooding of the Elbow River. To
the Minister of Environment and Sustainable Resource
Development: is it your department’s intention to proceed with the
Springbank room for the river project on a priority basis, and if so,
what was the rationale?

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Minister of Environment and Sustainable Resource
Development.

Mr. Fawcett: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I thank the
hon. member for that question. We are moving on the Springbank
room for the river project after 17 months of consideration of
different projects. We are moving under the leadership of this
Premier on this project because at this point in time it is the most
actionable project that we have looked at over the last 17 months
to provide the necessary and sufficient protection for Calgary
communities from flooding.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Mr. Casey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: why
was the McLean Creek project not given priority as it would have
mitigated the flood risk of Bragg Creek and Redwood Meadows
as well as the city of Calgary?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Fawcett: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. That’s a very
good question. While we continue to do a more in-depth review of
the environmental implications of that project, preliminary
indications have shown us that there are significant environmental
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challenges with that project, which would really increase the
timeline it would take to actually implement that project. Our
Premier was very clear. He wanted us to move to protect the
communities of Calgary, and that’s what we’re doing.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.

Mr. Casey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: if
McLean Creek does not proceed, then what is the long-term plan
to protect Bragg Creek and Redwood Meadows?

Mr. Fawcett: Well, Mr. Speaker, again a very good question. Our
flood mitigation strategy has multiple layers of protection for
communities, one of which is that we’re working with Rocky
View county to follow up on recommendations made by AMEC,
who was the consultant that worked on that watershed, to build
about $6 million worth of dykes and berms in that community.
We’ve provided them a grant of $880,000 to do that, and we will
be providing the money for those projects, when that study is
complete, through the Alberta community resiliency program.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, followed by Edmonton-
Beverly-Clareview.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction

Ms Blakeman: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. The government
has for years given the excuse that they can’t do anything more to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions because it would make Alberta
less competitive with the U.S., and putting out a media release
today reannouncing a program that’s been in place since 2009 is a
perfect example. Well, now both U.S. and China have signed a
joint agreement to curb and reduce carbon emissions, so the ball is
in our court. To the environment minister: has this joint agreement
made any difference in the specifics or timelines for Alberta
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, anything at all?

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, the matter of greenhouse gas emissions
reduction is important to all of us. It’s certainly important to a
province such as ours which is in the energy business and which
produced in excess of 2.6 million barrels of oil per day over the
course of this year. So we need to be careful that we balance
protecting the environment, on the one hand, with our economy,
on the other. Certainly, the government is very focused on
environmental action, on being a leader with respect to these
issues. We are reviewing the agreement that’s been reached
between the Americans and the Chinese with interest, and at this
point the timelines and the goals and objectives are clear but not
the specifics.

2:20

Ms Blakeman: Okay. Well, back to either the Premier or the
environment minister. I mean, given that this government loves to
talk about instituting the first carbon levy, but first isn’t best
anymore, and given that talk about a 40 per cent or $40 plan went
the way of the sky palace and given that the government has
already said that there will be no movement on intensity of
emissions or the levy, is there anything new for climate change
under this new management, under this new Premier?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I would certainly encourage the
hon. member opposite to take more pride in the policies that we
have in Alberta. She refers to the first carbon levy. In fact, the
architecture of the industrial emitters policy that we have in the

province of Alberta has been emulated in the province of British
Columbia with respect to their carbon policies for their new LNG
projects. It’s also being followed in Saskatchewan. In fact, if you
talk to Americans, they are looking at the specific architecture that
we have in our province as a model.

Ms Blakeman: Yeah, but BC’s is actually a carbon tax, and
everyone pays it. We’re not looking very good on that side.

So back to the Premier or the environment minister: I mean,
really, does this government, this minister not understand that
Alberta’s lack of success in finding access to markets for our oil is
a direct result of their inaction on climate change and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions? It has an effect.

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is quite
correct. I’m not talking about a consumer carbon tax; that’s the
province of that particular party. I’ll let them deal with that. From
my perspective I am speaking about industrial carbon levies. The
carbon levy that we assess in Alberta has become the model for
the LNG policy that’s being followed by the government of
British Columbia and also the government of Saskatchewan. So in
terms of large industrial emitters Alberta has been leading the way
for many years. The policies that we’ve put in place are being
adhered to and followed across North America.

Gay-straight Alliances in Schools

Mr. Bilous: Mr. Speaker, this week is National Bullying Aware-
ness Week, and there’s much talk about creating safe spaces. It’s
time for action. Gay-straight alliances, or GSAs, are student-
driven, school-based groups that promote welcoming, caring,
respectful, safe, and inclusive learning environments for sexual
and gender minority students and their allies. To the Minster of
Education: will you commit to ensuring that students who wish to
form a GSA in their school will not be prevented by schools or
their administrators?

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, we are deeply committed to, certainly,
the safe, respectable learning environments in our schooling system.
There is no room for intolerance in our education system. The hon.
member is obviously referring to the private member’s bill that
will be brought forward by the Member for Edmonton-Centre. We
look forward to seeing that bill. I fully support gay-straight
alliances in our schools. We are also respectful and mindful of the
particular constitutional jurisdiction of school boards in this
province.

Mr. Bilous: Mr. Speaker, given that generic antibullying clubs
don’t go far enough to protect LGBTQ students and ensure that
schools are safe spaces and given that there are schools in Alberta
that have codes of conduct which discriminate against students
based on their sexual orientation and which do not allow students
to form GSAs, will the minister stop school boards from having a
no-GSA policy?

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, we certainly look forward to
reviewing the bill that has been put forward by the Member for
Edmonton-Centre. I understand it’s on the Order Paper. Clearly,
there is no room for intolerance in our education system. The
Minister of Education himself has been extremely clear about this.
We advocate, we support, and we will fight for at every corner
respectful, safe learning environments in our schools.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.
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Mr. Bilous: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that students in
schools without GSAs are more likely to report low grades, drink
alcohol or use drugs, become victims of violence, or seriously
consider suicide and given that the evidence proves that GSAs
increase self-esteem, school attendance, mental health, and
literally save lives, will the minister commit to supporting GSAs
in every school where students want them? Yes or no?

Mr. Prentice: Mr. Speaker, in the clearest of terms, we will
commit to safe, dignified, and respectful educational institutions,
and that is to ensure that we have no room for intolerance in our
school systems, including bullying towards gay and lesbian
children. We are fully supportive of gay-straight alliances in our
schools, we are mindful of the complexities of this, and we look
forward to seeing the specific bill that is put forward by the
Member for Edmonton-Centre.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Little Bow, followed by Fort
McMurray-Wood Buftalo.

Feeder Association Loan Guarantee Program

Mr. Donovan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On October 28 the
Premier released his rural economic development action plan
changes to the feeder association loan guarantee program, which
will double the maximum individual loan limit to $1 million per
feeder. With the increased operating costs this will help with
greater capital, but the government has failed to increase the total
amount of the guarantee program. Can the minister of agriculture
please explain why they have not increased the total loan amount
guaranteed?

The Speaker: The hon. minister of agriculture.

Mr. Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to thank the hon.
member for the question. This feeder association program has a
great and grand history in Alberta. It’s over 77 years old. It was
born in the depths of the Depression, when people needed some
help to buy cattle. It has lasted for a long time and has been very
successful and very effective in helping our beef producers. It has
adapted from time to time, and that’s something that we were
trying to do when we made the announcement regarding the rural
economic development action plan to double up on the individual
loan limits.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Mr. Donovan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that over 77 years
the ratio has been only .01 per cent for loss versus loan and given
that these are not handouts or guarantees, why did the government
not increase the total amount of the loan guarantee to help out?
Otherwise, we’re just cutting into half the people that can get it.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would challenge the hon.
member. It is, in fact, a guarantee. I spent 30 years as a lawyer
counselling people about guarantees. A guarantee is not something
that’s just symbolic and without legal effect. The person who
gives the guarantee, in this case the government of Alberta, is on
the hook even though it’s not writing the cheque at that time.
Being fiscally conservative, we’re being very careful about taking
on additional obligations like that. This program has been very
successful, and it has adapted as it’s gone along. We’re not at this
time ready to increase the guarantee.

Mr. Donovan: Mr. Speaker, given that the throne speech talked
about putting money back in rural Alberta and helping agriculture,
I’d really hoped that through some process the President of
Treasury Board could increase the guarantee through an order in
council. We’ve seen it happen before. I don’t see where the
problem would be. Will the Minister of Finance commit to at least
an urgent review of this as the end of the year is coming up and
this is when most of the cattle sales are?

Mr. Olson: Mr. Speaker, we are constantly reviewing this. As a
matter of fact, the changes that were announced just several weeks
ago are the result of consultations with the feeder association.
They told us that they wanted more flexibility in their program,
and that’s what we’ve provided them. I would also mention that
financial institutions who would actually provide the loans to the
feeder association have it within their power to also increase their
flexibility. We’ve taken a step in that direction, and we’d certainly
like to see financial institutions consider it, but we are continuing
in our discussions and our review of this program.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort McMurray-Wood
Buffalo, followed by Calgary-Fish Creek.

Maternal Health Services

Mr. Allen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As we’re all aware, Alberta’s
population is growing significantly. My constituency of Fort
McMurray-Wood Buffalo has certainly experienced that growth at
an amplified rate. On average we are now seeing approximately
150 to 160 babies born every month in our single hospital.
Recently the MaternityCare Consumers of Alberta Network
released a report which outlined several major concerns based on
the experiences of more than 1,200 individuals that were
surveyed. Given these concerns my question is to the Minister of
Health. Given the significant population growth has your ministry
measured that impact on the births in our province?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, first of all, the population of Alberta is
growing in an incredibly rapid way, and for babies it’s no
different. In 2013 we had 53,000 births in the province of Alberta
versus 10 years before when we had just barely 40,000. Birth rates
in Fort McMurray and Northern Lights have doubled over the last
year, and it’s making a big difference in the community up there.
We need as a province to develop province-wide programs that
deal with maternal-infant health plans that are focusing on
ensuring that our mothers and their infants are taken care of in an
effective way. We will be doing that.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Mr. Allen: To the same minister: what is the government doing to
accommodate that growth in terms of recruiting doctors and
hospital capacity?

2:30

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, we are doing that. We’re improving
the number with a 33 per cent increase in midwives through the
rural physician action plan. We’re encouraging doctors to get out
in the rural areas and encouraging them to participate in programs
in northern Alberta. We even had last May midwives start off in
La Créte and High Level, so they have their own services now for
midwifery. We’re trying everything we can.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.
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Mr. Allen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. That leads to my final
supplemental. To the same minister: can we actually make more
use of midwives; for example, by using community-based birthing
centres?

Mr. Mandel: Yes, we can, and I think we need to do everything
possible in all areas of the province to make sure that we use all
the birthing opportunities we can have with midwives and other
opportunities.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fish Creek, followed
by Calgary-Currie.

Hospital Occupancy Rates

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The CEO of AHS is on
record saying that the best that Albertans can expect are hospitals
that are 98 per cent full. The Health Quality Council says that it
should never be more than 85 per cent to protect patient safety. To
the Minister of Health. This is a serious discrepancy. Continually
running hospitals so dangerously close to capacity puts patients,
staff, and the entire health care system at risk. What further
actions are you going to take to reduce hospital occupancy to
levels deemed safe by the Health Quality Council?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, several weeks ago the province of
Alberta put in place a program to free up 750 acute-care beds in
co-operation with the Minister of Seniors by beginning to build
1,500 new long-term care and continuing care beds. We’ve also
found 446 beds within the system that we can move our acute-care
people into. This is will open up opportunities within our system
to have a greater degree of opportunity for beds for our acute-care
needs.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Speaker. Minister, given that
ambulances are regularly being told to stay away from the
Rockyview hospital in Calgary due to lack of beds even after your
so-called emergency measures were implemented, will the minister
acknowledge that his plan is not working, and when will you do
something to immediately alleviate the severe overcrowding of
hospitals across this province?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, the program we are putting in place
with freeing up the 750 beds will begin to do that. We’re looking
right now at the acute-care beds and the way we can move patients
from emergency rooms into the hospitals. We’re looking at a
variety of different options. I think that as time progresses, we’ll
begin to put in place transition beds, which are one way to free up
some of the emergency space so that people can get into the
hospitals.

Mrs. Forsyth: Minister, we’re weeks away from the peak of a flu
season and the pressure it brings, and already the Rockyview is
full. The eight beds opened last month are already full. It’s at 110
per cent capacity. Patients are being placed in the hallways,
patients are being placed in patient lounges, and they’re being
placed wherever you can stack them. Soon we’ll be bringing bunk
beds in. Minister, do you understand that overcapacity puts huge
pressure on our dedicated health care professionals? What are you
going to do to fix it now?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, first of all, I would encourage every-
body to get a flu shot. Second of all, we’re looking at a variety of
ways to invest in hospitals. This is a problem that’s been in

existence for quite a while. It will not be fixed overnight. We need
to work with hospitals like Rockyview and all over the province to
increase the number of acute-care beds. We’ll be doing that with
our plan as we move forward.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie, followed by
Lacombe-Ponoka.

Westgate School Modular Construction

Ms Cusanelli: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Recently this government
has responded to overcrowding issues that impact Calgary-Currie.
Westgate elementary is to receive eight modulars as students await
an alternate site for its Spanish bilingual program. While this is
reassuring to know, that this government has committed to
investing in new schools and modernizations, some Westgate
parents are also concerned that rather than mitigate a current
problem, modulars are destined to become a long-term solution.
To the Minister of Education: what can you tell the parents of
Westgate about the rationale for these eight portables when their
worry is that this is simply a Band-Aid solution to a rapidly . . .

The Speaker: Thank you.

Mr. Dirks: I thank the member behind me for the question.
Westgate is really a great success story in Calgary. Wonderful
programs, bilingual programs there. Growing enrolments,
unprecedented growth in that school and across Alberta,
ballooning school enrolments. We have had no option but to
respond to those, and in consultation with the school board we did
provide them with facilities through portables that would respond
to those particular needs. We leave it up to the school board to
determine best how to use those.

Ms Cusanelli: Again to the same minister: given the transitional
nature of modulars as solutions to enrolment pressures, what is the
expectation of Westgate modulars once the new site for the
Spanish bilingual program is available? Will they remain at
Westgate, thereby not alleviating the principal issue of schools in
my constituency being over capacity?

Mr. Dirks: I thank the member for the supplemental question. As
I indicated, at the Calgary board of education’s request we
provided these eight modulars for students at Westgate. It’s
important for students not to be relocated multiple times over a
four-year period, and that’s why the portables were provided. That
being said, it’s up to the school board to decide the makeup and
the programming at Westgate school. Just how many modular
classrooms will remain there at some point in the future remains
for the school board to decide. We trust them to make the decision
that’s in the best interests of those children.

Ms Cusanelli: Lastly, to the Minister of Education: would you be
open to decreasing the utilization rate to a lower figure in order to
indicate high areas of enrolment sooner?

Mr. Dirks: I thank the member for the question. I’'m pleased to
say, Mr. Speaker, that work is actively under way to implement a
new approach to determining the utilization rate in our schools.
This is an important matter for parents and school boards. The
new formula focuses on usable space, takes into account
nontraditional and emerging school designs. The formula was
approved late last year, and since then school jurisdictions’
education staff have been working together to examine the smaller
scale plans of every school and recalculate their capacities. Work



November 19, 2014

Alberta Hansard 57

should be completed by January. We’ll have more accurate,
reliable data that we can use for capital planning then.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka, followed by Lesser
Slave Lake.

Water for Life Program in Central Alberta

Mr. Fox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Albertans are telling us that
this government is failing to meet the water needs of our growing
municipalities. For example, the water for life program was
established to manage our province’s water resources to benefit all
Albertans, but due to this government’s inability to prioritize the
waste-water portion of this program, it has fallen behind in central
Alberta. To the Minister of Transportation: what is this govern-
ment going to do to ensure that the water for life program in
central Alberta is brought back on schedule?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Drysdale: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government is
committed to ensuring that all Albertans have access to clean
water and reliable drinking water. Budget 2014 allocates a total of
$75 million contributing to water for life projects in Alberta, but
that budget is way oversubscribed. There are always more
requests than there is money.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Mr. Fox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that Albertans are
telling us that the government has failed to advance many of these
turnkey regional transmission and treatment projects, when will
this government start to take seriously the immense growth
pressures in central Alberta and work to advance the water for life
projects like the central Alberta regional waste-water commission
north leg?

Mr. Drysdale: Well, Mr. Speaker, you know, as I said, there are
many valuable projects across this province for water and waste-
water projects. Right now an AAMD and C convention is going
on and meeting with some 20 municipalities. Lots of those
municipalities have requests for water, sewer systems. We’ve
granted a couple of new water lines here in the last few weeks,
and we’ll continue to look at the priorities and balance the
requests with the number of dollars we have in our budget.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.

Mr. Fox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Albertans in the constituency
of Lacombe-Ponoka want to know what other solutions the
province can offer now because they are facing issues now.
Noting that in most of these areas the preliminary upgrades have
already been completed based on your government’s promise,
when is the government going to fulfill its commitment to this
waste-water project?
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Mr. Drysdale: Well, Mr. Speaker, I have met several times with
the leaders in the municipalities from Lacombe-Ponoka, and I
very much support their efforts in getting that done, but, as I’ve
said, we have limited dollars. There’s a balance between the
number of dollars and the projects we have. That’s a very
important project. I'm very hopeful that we’ll be able to divert
some of the building Canada fund money to the waste-water and

the water for life projects, and if we’re successful in doing that,
we’ll be able to complete some of these projects.

Statement by the Speaker

Supplementary Questions

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. members. That concludes Oral
Question Period.

We’ll move on with Members’ Statements in a moment, but
just two advisories. One, could you please ensure that your
supplemental questions are in fact properly phrased questions
from the standpoint of being sequitur questions. Yesterday some
members wrote to me asking about whether or not some of the
sups offered during question period were non sequitur. I ask you
all to just bear that in mind. I know you all know that. Also, please
curtail the preambles to supplementals. We left several people
who had questions today on the altar. They didn’t get a chance to
get up. That would speed things up as well.

Thank you very much.

Members’ Statements
(continued)

The Speaker: Let’s go on to Lethbridge-West, followed by
Drumbheller-Stettler, for private members’ statements.

University of Lethbridge Achievements
Medicine Hat Regional Hospital Anniversary

Mr. Weadick: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. When I was studying
at the University of Lethbridge some 40 years ago, I honestly could
never have imagined that this brand new school would someday be
ranked amongst the top three institutions of its size in all of
Canada, let alone three years in a row.

I rise today to recognize the passion and effort of the faculty
and staff at the U of L who work so hard to create one of the top
university experiences in this country. This has been proven time
and again, most recently by Maclean’s magazine, where the U of
L achieved a first-place ranking in terms of average size and
number of peer-adjudicated research grants. Basically, this means
students have unprecedented access to leading faculty members
and their research programs. The U of L is also ranked fourth of
19 primarily undergraduate universities in all of Canada. Mr.
Speaker, I would ask that we recognize and honour the achieve-
ments of everyone involved in these milestone achievements by
the University of Lethbridge.

Another milestone in southern Alberta recently is the 125th
anniversary of the Medicine Hat regional hospital, and it’s my
honour to thank the dedicated staff and health professionals who
have provided exceptional care and comfort to Albertans from
Medicine Hat and surrounding areas throughout the decades.
Today a new chapter is being written as the hospital undergoes a
major $220 million redevelopment and expansion project. This
redevelopment will provide people in Medicine Hat with
improved access to specialized care; emergency, surgical,
outpatient, maternal/newborn services; and a six-storey addition to
the hospital that will add 23,000 square metres. Mr. Speaker, this
is the size of three CFL football fields. This expansion of
Medicine Hat regional hospital is one of the many major health
capital projects under way in our province as the Alberta
government continues to invest wisely in health infrastructure to
meet the needs of Albertans today and in the future.



58 Alberta Hansard

November 19, 2014

On behalf of all Albertans and in the Alberta spirit congrat-
ulations to the staff and health professionals at the Medicine Hat
regional hospital and everyone in the community who has played
a part in the hospital’s past and bright future.

The Speaker: Hon. members, just before we go to Drumheller-
Stettler, we have a request for unanimous consent to revert briefly
to Introduction of Guests.

[Unanimous consent granted]

Introduction of Guests
(continued)

The Speaker: Hon. President of Treasury Board, would you
proceed, please.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the House
members of Advocis, the Financial Advisors Association of
Canada. For more than 100 years Advocis members have
delivered financial security and peace of mind through high
ethical and professional standards. Small-business professional
financial advisers are critical to Alberta’s economy as this industry
represents $2.4 billion in annual GDP and supports 22,000 jobs.
Advocis is hosting a reception for members this evening at the
Royal Glenora Club, and I hope you will be able to attend. On
behalf of all members of the Legislative Assembly I would ask the
members of Advocis to rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Members’ Statements
(continued)

The Speaker: Thank you, Drumheller-Stettler, for co-operating
with that brief intro. Now let’s hear your private member’s
statement.

Canadian Election Observation Mission to Ukraine

Mr. Strankman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to speak
about democracy and the promotion of Alberta’s democratic
values abroad. This past October my legislative assistant
volunteered and was chosen as a long-term elections observer with
the Canadian election observation mission in Ukraine for the early
parliamentary elections in that country. He spent five weeks there
to observe Ukraine’s move towards a true democracy after years
of corrupt governance by a thug, who fled to Russia when his
people decided that they had had enough.

Former Wildrose candidate Paul Nemetchek and Drumheller
mayor Terry Yemen also joined the observation mission. With our
large Ukrainian-Canadian population here in Alberta, including
you, Mr. Speaker, we should all be grateful to the government of
Canada for funding a Canadian observation mission to Ukraine.
Our brave Canadian observers were the only observation mission
to deploy to the Ukrainian oblasts, close to the conflict area, where
the Russian military has invaded parts of eastern Ukraine with the
aid of separatist terrorist extremists.

Unlike the stolen election Canadians observed in 2012, the
Canadian election observation mission’s main conclusions found
that the democratic will of the people was reflected in these 2014

results in accordance with the laws of Ukraine and international
laws and standards.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate the people of Ukraine
and the new people’s rada for a free, open, and transparent
election. May Ukraine continue down its path to freedom. Slava
Ukrajini.

The Speaker: The response would be Herojam Slava. Thank you.

Tabling Returns and Reports

The Speaker: The Minister of Transportation, followed by
Calgary-Mountain View.

Mr. Drysdale: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to table the
required number of copies of the government’s response to the
Standing Committee on Alberta’s Economic Future report on the
feasibility of high-speed rail in Alberta.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Dr. Swann: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I have 10 tablings
today in relation to menthol and tobacco. This government has said
that they want to serve children, but 39,000 children between the
ages of grade 6 and grade 12 are already hooked on tobacco.

The first tabling is Flavoured Tobacco Use among Canadian
Youth, evidence from the 2012-13 youth survey. It denotes that 35
per cent of grades 9 to 12 kids that smoke use menthol. But that’s
just one opinion, Mr. Speaker.

The second tabling has to do with a strategic brief, A
Comprehensive Tobacco Flavour Additive Ban Is Needed to
Prevent and Reduce Youth Tobacco Use, produced by Alberta
Health Services. You may have heard of them. It was dated
November 15, 2012, and recommends a comprehensive tobacco
flavour additive ban. But that’s just another opinion, Mr. Speaker.

Third is the President’s Letter from the Alberta Medical
Association dated November 18, 2014. Dr. Johnston expresses his
disappointment since the AMA strongly supports the inclusion of
menthol as a banned substance and it was not included. Another
opinion, Mr. Speaker.

Next, the Canadian Medical Association policy on tobacco
control, updated 2008. The policy says that the government
“should exercise its legislative power to regulate the content of
tobacco products,” including banning flavouring such as menthol.
Again, just another opinion, Mr. Speaker.

Number 5, Partial Guidelines for Implementation of Articles 9
and 10 of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control,
stating that from the perspective of public health there’s no
justification for permitting such ingredients as flavouring agents,
including menthol. Again, just another opinion, Mr. Speaker.

Number 6 is an editorial here in the Edmonton Journal dated
November 15, 2014. Ms Simons calls the minister’s decision
“illogical and hypocritical.” She continues to say that we need to
educate youth on “how Big Tobacco specifically uses menthol to
entrap teens and minorities.” One more opinion, Mr. Speaker.

The seventh has to do with copies of an article from the
Edmonton Sun where “Alberta touts legislation to ban flavoured
smokes” but the minister states that “the legislation is about public
health, not money.” Just another opinion on what this act is all
about.

Number 8, copies of Smoke-Free Alberta’s web page on tobacco
flavourings. This is a coalition including the Canadian Cancer
Society, the Alberta public coalition on cancer prevention, the
Lung Association, the Heart and Stroke Foundation, the Alberta
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Public Health Association, and Action on Smoking and Health.
They recommend a ban on all flavourings, including menthol.
Another opinion, Mr. Speaker.

2:50

Number 9, copies of a news release from the Campaign for a
Smoke-Free Alberta dated October 20, 2014. In it Angeline Webb
with the Canadian Cancer Society states that exempting menthol
from the ban will leave thousands of children without protection.
Another opinion, Mr. Speaker.

Number 10 is copies of Alberta Registered Lobbyists —
Tobacco/Smoking, dated March 2014. Here is a list of 26 individ-
uals, including Hal Danchilla, a friend of the minister, lobbying to
keep the status quo on tobacco regulations. Finally, an opinion the
minister agrees with.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Are there others? Hon. Minister of Education, you
have something quickly? Okay. Go ahead.

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, earlier today in question period I
mentioned a letter that I had received during the month of October
from a member of the Assembly referencing the need for urgent
action by the government on portables in our schools. I’d like to
table five copies of that letter.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Cypress-Medicine Hat.

Mr. Barnes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday in question
period I mentioned 11,605 signatures that were gained online and
in person in about a month in Cypress-Medicine Hat over concern
that a medical laboratory that has been servicing us very, very
well for approximately 50 years is being closed by the government
with no business plan and no proper testing procedures in place
that will actually serve the citizens of Medicine Hat better. Eleven
thousand signatures in about a month.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Are there others? The hon. Member for Edmonton-
Centre.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I have two
tablings today. The first is five copies of the manifest that I
referenced yesterday during my point of order. All the other
references are already part of the public record.

The second tabling is a copy of an e-mail from one of my
constituents to the then Minister of Health raising the point that
vaccinations for hepatitis A and hepatitis B are not covered if you
are on a barriers to employment program. He makes the point that
the most vulnerable and the most likely to be on those programs
are people that are incarcerated or recently released from
incarceration and that they would be making the choice between
paying for a vaccination or paying for food, and he asked the
government to work together to try and relieve that problem.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: Are there others?

If not, I have one tabling myself. If you’ll permit me, I’d like to
table five copies of the Child and Youth Advocate annual report
2013-14 in accordance with section 21(2) of the Child and Youth
Advocate Act.

Thank you.

We have no points of order today, and we’re still reviewing the
point of privilege, so we will move on.

Orders of the Day

Consideration of His Honour
the Lieutenant Governor’s Speech

Ms Fenske moved, seconded by Mr. Ellis, that an humble address
be presented to His Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant
Governor as follows:

To His Honour the Honourable Colonel (Retired) Donald S.
Ethell, OC, OMM, AOE, MSC, CD, LLD, the Lieutenant Governor
of the Province of Alberta:

We, Her Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the
Legislative Assembly, now assembled, beg leave to thank Your
Honour for the gracious speech Your Honour has been pleased to
address to us at the opening of the present session.

[Debate adjourned November 18: Mr. Bikman speaking]

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Cardston-Taber-Warner, you
have six minutes left in your speaking time.

Mr. Bikman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I was speaking, when the
time expired, about reasonable restrictions on property and
mentioned some examples. For example, I mentioned that you
can’t build your house too close to your neighbour’s or the
sidewalk or have view-obstructing fences or trees on a corner lot
and so on. Maybe the style is restricted by the community or
neighbourhood association, but these rules are in place. If changes
are contemplated, you have a right to a say or to the courts for
redress or appeal.

But what if the government said that you could no longer access
water or sewer lines in your home? Would that affect your use and
enjoyment? No showers or hot tubs, no toilets: what would happen
to the value of what for most of us is our largest investment? Do
you think you could find a buyer if he knew he could never use
the bathroom? You’d hope that you could get the courts to
straighten this out, wouldn’t you?

Imagine how you’d feel if you found out that your provincial
government, the one that had been looking after you for over 40
years, unbelievably passed a law that said that you no longer had
the right to go to court. Would you be upset? Would you hire a
lawyer to look into this for you? Would you be calling your MLA,
like my friend Sharon Unger did, to ask: what’s up? Would you be
calling the media to say, “Hey, this isn’t fair or ethical or honour-
able; you need to make this a headline event™?

Well, urban dwellers, there are laws like this that have been
passed in recent years. That they haven’t affected you yet and may
not any time soon does not mean that you should ignore them.
Property right laws aren’t just relevant to farmers and ranchers.
Mrs. Unger isn’t a farmer. She just happened to live outside of a
town. These laws are affecting the folks who raise the beef you eat
as steaks, roasts, and hamburgers or grow the grains and
vegetables used to make your salads, your breads and rolls, and
even some of the beverages you drink. These people and some
who work in the city and live in the country risk having the value
of their property decline and in some cases become unsalable.
When they’ve gone to the courts for redress, they’ve been told:
“You don’t have a right to legal correction of this problem. Your
provincial government has written clauses into legislation that
prevent you from getting any relief.” You thought you lived in a
free country, where rule of law protected you. Well, it used to
throughout history until bills like 19, 24, 36, 50, and 2 were
passed by the government you voted for or didn’t vote for.

To his credit, our new Premier has promised action to correct
this unjust, unconscionable action. With fanfare the Premier
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introduced Bill 1 to an eager, informed group of thousands of
Albertans, but all it does is repeal Bill 19, the Land Assembly
Project Area Act. It’s a bill that hadn’t even ever been proclaimed.
This isn’t enough. It’s a start, and we appreciate it, but there’s lots
of work left to do. Through you, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank the Premier for this important first step.

We want to help the Premier. We believe he’s serious and self-
aware enough to realize help and good solutions are available
from other sources like the Wildrose Official Opposition. When
we spoke Monday, he told me that he knew his party didn’t have a
monopoly on good ideas. That’s humility, and that’s encouraging.
Bill 1 is a beginning. Passing and implementing Motion 501 is the
next step in entrenching Alberta property rights into the
Constitution through section 43 of the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.

We have one or two more ideas we’d like to share with the new
Premier. They’ll help him be the man of honour and integrity all
Albertans want him to be, a pleasant change in that position, and
that we’re sure he intends being. Motion 501 will put flesh on the
skeleton of Bill 1 and make it a living, enduring correction and
protection. It will make this and all future governments respect
private property, and when that property is needed for the greater
good, the Albertans affected will have to be fairly and justly
compensated for any action that impacts their use and enjoyment
or reduces its value and their ability to sell it.

Welcome to Wild Rose Country, Mr. Premier. We’re all MLAs,
and we really are here to help you.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, 29(2)(a) is available.

Seeing none, let’s move on to the hon. leader of the ND
opposition.

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m pleased to rise today to
respond to the Speech from the Throne. You know, Monday’s
Speech from the Throne was the first throne speech of a new
Premier, a Premier who has been put in place by his political
party, not by the people of this province. The Premier is in his
position as a result of an internal leadership process and as a result
of the selection of the people of Calgary-Foothills, and for that I
congratulate him. However, that in and of itself does not create the
authority to completely abandon a very clear change in direction
that had been committed to Albertans by this PC government.

In the last election Albertans voted for a platform that focused
on increased funding for education, increased access to
postsecondary education, a commitment to eliminating child
poverty, and improved access to public health care through 140
family care clinics. Frankly, Mr. Speaker, what they voted for was
a government that promised to invest in public services, to build
schools, and not to be the things that they scared Albertans with
about the Wildrose Party. But thus far it’s clear that this Premier is
pursuing a direction that is an absolute repudiation of the vision
put forward by his own party in the last election. In fact, it appears
to me so far that he’s kind of trying to be the Wildrose — you
know, more power to him — but that’s not what they ran on.

3:00

Nonetheless, Mr. Speaker, this was and is the Premier’s first
throne speech, and one might have expected the Premier to have
put forward a more clear and innovative vision. What we got
instead was legalese with a less than compelling dose of
bureaucratese sprinkled with lots of verbiage that clearly lacked
definitions and timelines and a plan. There was no vision. There
was no true plan to implement the promises that the PCs have put

forward in the past. Rather, we’ve been given an agenda that, in
my mind, is mostly about trying to undo the many, many, many
mistakes that this government made over the course of the last two
and a half years.

Really, in my view, Alberta is not actually looking for new
management; | think that Alberta is looking for new leadership,
completely new leadership. New leadership would answer the
questions that I heard repeatedly throughout my leadership
campaign this summer. We travelled the province from Fort
McMurray to Red Deer to southern Alberta to the Peace Country
and everywhere in between. Albertans told me that they’re
frustrated with being told by their government to expect less.
Albertans are hard working and optimistic. They understand that
they live in a province that has been blessed with natural resource
wealth and a beautiful natural environment, but they don’t
understand why their government can’t convert that to a stable,
equitable, successful way of life for all citizens. They don’t under-
stand why more and more of them have less, why they struggle so
much to pay their bills, why this province is falling behind in our
health care, our education, and our care for vulnerable Albertans.

Albertans are young, Mr. Speaker, they’re diverse, and they
have incredible hope and potential. But by failing to deliver
affordable and accessible postsecondary education, by letting the
size of our kids’ classrooms balloon, by allowing too many kids to
go to school hungry, by standing by and watching as they commute
for far too long to and from their schools, by underfunding schools
to the point where school fees start to look like school tuition, this
government is letting Albertans down. In the last election they
promised a 2 per cent increase every year for education as a bare
minimum, which would have gone a long way to solving some of
the problems I’ve just outlined. However, they didn’t come
through with that. Albertans just don’t understand why we would
not want to invest more in our schools to improve the educational
opportunities for young Albertans.

The other thing that’s going on, of course, is that Alberta
families are concerned about what happens as they age. Their
parents are aging, and they’re also planning for their own
retirement, and they’re also worried about their future and their
ability to secure affordable long-term care for themselves and their
loved ones. Now, in the last election the PCs promised 5,000 more
spaces in continuing care. We don’t argue with the need for more
spaces for seniors; we do think that they should be publicly
funded, publicly delivered. They should be affordable. But we
also believe that continuing care is not the right answer, that, in
fact, we need to be talking about long-term care or nursing care or
nursing homes because long-term care is the difference between
being asked to pay for health care out of your pocket, as you
would with continuing care, versus enjoying the benefits of our
much-treasured system of medicare.

Not too long ago, Mr. Speaker, I spoke with a paramedic who
told me about attending a resident in a continuing care facility. He
assured the staffperson that there was no immediate need to take
the patient to the ER but said that every few hours the patient’s
vitals should be monitored. He was shocked to be told about how
that would require roughly $40 per assessment of the monitoring.
That’s the difference between long-term care and continuing care,
my friends, and as more and more Albertans learn about that
difference, they become increasingly suspicious of a government
that intentionally maintains a strategy of misleading Albertans
about what their plan is for seniors care going forward. But now
not only is this government failing to deliver on public long-term
care; they’re only delivering on half of the spaces that they
promised in the last election.
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The long-term care that we do have is also in crisis, and the
government is failing to fund that properly. A couple of months
ago [ met with constituents who were worried about the care that
her mother and his wife received. They described being called to a
publicly administered long-term care facility repeatedly in the
middle of the night because there weren’t enough staff there to
keep their mother safe. They talked about the staff telling them
how there’s a tremendous increase in the number of fall injuries in
long-term care after a certain time of day because the number of
staff on shift goes down.

They said that the only way they could be sure that their mother
or their wife would be safe would be if they hired somebody
themselves to come in and watch over them during the night. A
very helpful caregiver pointed them to several other families and
said: “See that person there? That person isn’t paid by us; that
person is paid by the family. See that person over there? That
person is not paid by us; they’re paid by the family.” They’re paid
privately to come into publicly run long-term care because we no
longer fund that to provide the service that is necessary to keep
aging Albertans safe and secure and healthy in the way we all
expect. This is what our Conservative government is doing to our
health care system.

While Alberta’s economy has continued to thrive, Albertans
themselves are falling behind. There is a rapidly growing level of
inequality in our province. We’ve heard just recently about a
troubling increase in the number of Alberta families who are
relying on food banks, and indeed the rate of food bank usage is
growing faster in Alberta than in any other part of the country. On
top of that, we hear about a shortage of affordable housing, and
we hear about how in homeless shelters in Calgary almost half the
people are actually working full time but can’t find a place to live.
Then again, we also know statistically that almost half a million
Albertans are paid a wage that prevents them from earning a living
wage as defined by people who look at the bare minimum that
people require to put a roof over their heads, to raise their kids,
and to feed them healthy food.

This is what’s happening in our province, and this is not a
vision that Albertans are telling me that they understand given the
prosperity that we have in this province. Rather, this is a picture of
a government that is failing, failing in a repeated number of areas.

We have a government, of course, that got elected by talking
about a plan to eliminate child poverty in five years. Yesterday the
Premier kind of acknowledged that his throne speech failed to deal
with that issue at all and said: well, we’re talking about indigenous
Albertans, so we’re kind of dealing with poverty. Well, that’s kind
of true, but it’s really not. The fact of the matter is that a
comprehensive antipoverty program, one on which this govern-
ment engaged many Albertans across the province over the last
two or three years, has many elements to it, many components,
and none of those components will be addressed through the
paltry reference to the issue that was included in the throne speech
by our new Premier. So what it says to me is that they have
abandoned that fundamental and very symbolic promise and
commitment that they made to Albertans and their families in the
last election.

These broken promises on health care and on education and on
equality are not the kind of future and don’t provide for the kind
of opportunity that Albertans anticipate and expect in a province
as wealthy as ours. Instead, what we saw in the throne speech was
warnings about how what we needed to do was to be ready to
sacrifice some more and to compromise some more and to pull
back our expectations some more because, heaven forbid, you
know, we’re not actually a province that has the greatest
nonrenewable resource wealth of pretty much any jurisdiction in

the world. We’re not, apparently. Instead, we are a province that
needs to tamp down our expectations and ensure that we don’t
have any great hopes for the ability of our kids or our kids’ kids to
enjoy true equality of opportunity in the future.

And why is that? Why is it that we have a new Premier who is
quietly warning us that we should temper our expectations and
that we shouldn’t expect all Albertans to take part in our
prosperity? Well, the reason for that is that we are sacrificing
these ideas of ensuring that everybody shares in our prosperity.
We are sacrificing these things for the value of pursuing low taxes
for the very wealthy and for multinational oil companies in our
province. That’s what it comes down to. It is a choice. Every day
this government makes a choice. Do they ask Albertans to pay
their fair share based on the level of wealth they enjoy, or do we
cut back on education, cut back on health care, reduce people’s
expectations so that we can be sure that the very, very wealthy pay
the lowest, lowest taxes? That’s a choice, and this government is
clearly making the latter choice. But I would argue that most
Albertans don’t agree with that choice anymore. They have a
much more innovative, hopeful view of the way our province can
go forward.

3:10

What do Albertans want, and what should we be seeing? Well,
Albertans deserve better than more broken promises because, at
the end of the day, it’s not just about the, quote, unquote, province
doing well. It’s about kids, about seniors, about families, and
about communities, about them doing well. Albertans believe in
opportunity, innovation, diversity, and optimism, and that’s what
they want their government to focus on, too. They want their
children to grow up in a province where they’re given a chance to
attend university or pursue a trade regardless of who their parents
are and how much they earn. Albertans want opportunities for
good, permanent, well-paid jobs, and they know that the
government has a role to play in both of those objectives.

An NDP government would pursue a value-added strategy to
ensure that our resources are upgraded more here in the province
because we know that that’s how you build long-term, sustainable
employment opportunities for Albertans going forward. We want
to work towards increasing the amount of upgrading that happens
in this province because we know that that would go a long way to
ensuring the future prosperity of this province.

Albertans are also innovative and hard-working people, and
they believe in tackling challenges head-on with new strategies
and new ways of thinking. We’re forward looking. We’re hopeful
about the future. That’s who we are, and that’s why an NDP
government in Alberta would embrace innovative technologies
and new ways of doing things, because we know that there is a
huge untapped potential for clean jobs and renewable energy in
this province. But we know that we also need a government that
prioritizes it.

We’re not that far, Mr. Speaker, from being able to move away
from the dirty, outdated fuels of the past, and we know that we
need to do it. An Alberta NDP government would stop lagging
behind the rest of the country, and instead we would genuinely
lead the country in those kinds of strategies by taking real action
as opposed to simply putting out press releases with descriptions
of vague action or, in more cases than not, inaction.

The other thing we know, Mr. Speaker, about our province is
that the values of many Albertans are moving well beyond the
values that are held and reflected in this House by many of the
conservative members of this Assembly. In particular, Albertans
support diversity and inclusion, and Albertans are frustrated and
losing patience with a government and an Official Opposition
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which appear unwilling to take the steps that are necessary to truly
embrace people from all communities and all minority groups,
including and especially Albertans who are members of sexual
minority groups. It is time for us to move into, dare I say it, the
21st century. Well, let’s try the 20th because, really, many of us
were there in the 20th.

But even if we go with the 21st, it’s time for the rest of the folks
here to join us and to take real action to ensure that we genuinely
protect the rights of these Albertans in every public institution that
we can, which includes every school in the province which
receives public dollars from this Assembly. No school should be
allowed to prevent those initiatives.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.

Under 29(2)(a)? There have been no take-ups.

We’ll go to Calgary-Buffalo next and then to Medicine Hat.
Carry on, please, Calgary-Buffalo.

Mr. Hehr: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour to respond
to the throne speech, and I’d like to start by congratulating the hon.
Premier and the new members — the Minister of Health, the
Minister of Education, and the Member for Calgary-West — on
their by-election victories. I will note that I was particularly
moved by the Member for Calgary-West’s maiden speech, shall
we say, which noted public service and commitment to a sense of
community and a sense of building Alberta. It was an excellent
job and one that I was very moved by.

But if we look at the throne speech, there’s no doubt that we
are, | guess, being told that we are under new management, yet the
same problems exist here in Alberta for this government and,
actually, for a population that existed under the old management.
These problems have not magically gone away or disappeared or
been made less important than they were under the leadership of
our former Premier and the like.

If we look at the throne speech, it seems to concentrate on five
different areas: focused commitment to sound, conservative fiscal
principles; ending entitlements and restoring public trust;
maximizing the value of our natural resources; respecting property
rights; establishing our province as an environmental leader; and
increasing Albertans’ quality of life by being a leader in the areas
of health, education, seniors’ care, and skills training.

That and, T guess, $1.86 gets you a cup of coffee at Tim
Hortons, because throne speeches, although nice and long on
rhetoric, don’t appear to be offering many solutions, and I can’t
seem to find any contained in this document or any solutions that
have been presented on the Order Paper to date that actually
address the fundamental concerns that face everyday Albertans,
from children going to our school system and young adults going
to postsecondary to seniors needing long-term care in this
province. None of these things have been addressed in any real,
substantial manner that we will make people’s lives better today
or into the future.

But let’s just talk about this, a focused commitment to sound,
conservative fiscal principles. To be honest, from this side of the
House, I am befuddled by what this actually means. At one time in
my life in this Legislature it was that the party across the aisle
believed that we will never go in debt again. In fact, I believe they
passed a law on this, and that was supposed to be sound
conservative principles. Now we get to a place in 2012 where
sound conservative principles are taking on a large amount of debt
to build Alberta going forward and dividing things out in that way.

To be honest with you, I guess “fiscally responsible” should be
the word that we actually go forward with. In my view, being

fiscally responsible is paying for what you use in taxes. I think
that is a generally accepted definition by political parties and
economists as a reasonable way to go forward. Now, we use debt
instruments from time to time to build things that matter to
Albertans and to other people, but that doesn’t get away from the
basic principle of fiscal responsibility, paying for what you use in
taxes.

We in Alberta here have taken the easy way out. We don’t tax
anybody, and we spend all the oil wealth in one generation, which
I think — so would anyone if they spend two minutes thinking
about that as a public policy position to base this province on — is
simply lunacy. I’ll repeat that. The principles that we’re currently
governing under on our fiscal management are lunacy. Not taxing
anyone and spending all of the oil wealth in one generation is not
a plan for success. We can see that. A reasonable position would
be whether you want small government or large government, to
have your citizens pay for what you use in taxes, and save the oil
wealth for future generations.

Well, that principle has not been followed through on. In fact, if
we haven’t learned that by now, that what we have done here in
this province is simply silly, I do not know when we will learn
that lesson. No one sitting in this Legislature can look at what has
transpired over the last 25 years and say that this has been a
reasonable, prudent fiscal plan going forward.

I’ll remind everyone where we are and what this society needs,
and I think it was laid out very well in the Progressive Conservative
election platform, one that I was, frankly, quite hopeful about, one
that I hope your government would be still trying to fulfill, which
doesn’t seem to be the case, looking at this throne speech. The
needs addressed in that platform were the needs that needed
covering. You know, we can go forward and look at it.

3:20

We needed 50 new schools. In fact, we probably needed 87 just
to keep up with population growth. Where are we on that
promise? Well, not very far, Mr. Speaker. From what I’ve seen
here since we’ve been back in the Legislature under new
management, it is no further along. We will not see these schools
until long after 2016. By the way, people are still moving to this
province in droves, and the problem doesn’t get better. It only
exacerbates. The longer we wait, the longer kids are going to have
to be jammed into classrooms that are full, bused for hours across
the way, and the like. We’re not moving forward on this; we’re
treading water.

I know this government sees a magical payday happening in
2018, when oil sands projects reach payout and the like, but
remember what you’ve done here since *08. You have essentially
sacrificed the opportunity of little kids to get the education they
need going forward, in light of some magical payday that may be
coming in 2018, because that’s the only way your numbers work
and that you can build anything. I think we all know that. The
fiscal structure is broken. Simply put, you haven’t addressed that,
and maybe we haven’t addressed it for a long time in this
province. But those problems are still there that were outlined in
the platform in 2012.

Look, there were some other good things in that platform, and
the hon. leader of the New Democrats brought them up.
Eliminating child poverty in five years: well, that was a pretty
good start. Right now in this province we have over 90,000
children who are living in poverty. We have not made one iota of
progress on that file since it was promised in the last election, and
we heard very little of what we’re going to do for those families in
this throne speech.
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You know, to exacerbate where our fiscal structure has gotten
us, we look at how to support families that are truly in need. We
have the lowest welfare payments in Canada, okay? How is it that
a single mom with two kids can make a go of it when we have the
lowest rates in Canada? Is this fair to those children? Is it fair to
providing them some opportunity for success in the future? I don’t
know. It doesn’t seem like a good way to go. For me, it’s actually
empowering people to try to succeed, allowing their kids some
decency and some semblance of being able to go forward. It
doesn’t appear that that is a way forward, to me.

If we look to further issues that are going on in this province,
not only in education but in postsecondary, we have the lowest
university participation rate in the nation. That, to me, does not
seem like a good long-term trend to be going on. In fact, only 17
per cent of Alberta’s youth go to our postsecondary system right
now, compared to Ontario, that has roughly 25 per cent of their
population engaged in some sort of postsecondary education. Is
that a good long-term trend, Mr. Speaker? I don’t think so.

The clearest path to economic success for individuals and
students and, in fact, for our society is a knowledge-based economy.
For those students who get postsecondary degrees, the statistics
bear out that they receive higher incomes, contribute more to the
public good, and lead more successful lives. Why do we have the
lowest university participation rate in the nation? It’s because we
don’t have the university spaces for them to go to. It is the direct
responsibility of this government for not fixing a fiscal structure
that has long been broken. These are the facts.

If we look further down where we are going and we look at our
long-term care spaces, there is a tremendous need, and it has been
built up over the course of some time now. We have not invested
in public spaces for people to go to get the care they need. Instead,
we have gone down the path of a complicated system of four
different levels of privatized care, that either you can afford or you
can’t afford, which simply goes against the principle that we have
followed in this country since 1967, that health care would be
made available to you on a timely basis based on your need, not
on the amount of money you have in your bank account.

We have many seniors now who have reached that age that
simply can’t afford $1,800 a month at a continuing care space or
something to that effect. We need to go back and revisit whether
this policy we have followed truly enables Albertans to age in a
reasonable, legitimate fashion and what actually makes sense for
our society going forward. In fact, if you look at other provinces
that have not gone down the path of Alberta, their outcomes on
seniors’ care are less costly and actually enable seniors to, I guess,
age in a more reasonable fashion. We have to look at these
systems we’ve put in in Alberta and assess whether we’re truly
doing what’s in our best interests for the long run.

Hey, you guys might have the politics right, you know. You
guys may have the politics right with being the lowest taxed
jurisdiction by a country mile and not building schools, not
building long-term care spaces, not moving on things like full-day
kindergarten, which are necessary in this province, not moving on
to an early childhood care system that actually embraces and frees
up families to do what they need to do to succeed, and the like. I
think we need some of that thinking here in Alberta as to what can
actually move more people to the middle-class lifestyle.

We also look at what’s happening out there in Alberta. I think
we’ve reached a crisis point with where we are in our affordable
housing situation. Yes, we did institute a 10-year plan to end
homelessness, but it’s simply not moving the ball forward as much
as we can. | think it’s time for us to revisit what many MLAs in
this Legislature did in 2006 and 2007, when they came up with a
good framework of 72 recommendations, that went to the then

Premier, on how to really have an affordable housing strategy. |
would encourage people to look into that. It was a whole
comprehensive list of various things that would have actually
moved the meter and alleviated many of the problems we have
now.

Instead, we chose the low-hanging fruit from that list of 72 and
instituted things that I think supported the existing framework of
the building community and served their needs but didn’t address
the fundamental root causes of where we need to go on an
affordable housing strategy. If we would have done the politically
difficult thing at that time and instituted those 72 things, my
goodness, we would not be where we are now.

Oftentimes the solutions are not necessarily innovative; you just
have to look at what actually works. Sometimes bringing in revenue
to pay for the services that Albertans use, need, and, in fact, want
would be a reasonable place to succeed. Right now if we can’t
figure out that our fiscal structure is broken when we can’t build
schools, when we can’t get long-term care spaces, if we spend all
the oil wealth in one generation, my goodness, when are we going
to act? When are we going to put this province’s future first
instead of our political bacon?

The Speaker: Thank you.

Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available. I see no one wishing to
take it up.

Let’s move on to Cypress-Medicine Hat, followed by Edmonton-
Calder, followed by Calgary-McCall, followed by Medicine Hat,
and there will be others after that.

3:30

Mr. Barnes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I, too, would like to add
my congratulations to the Premier and the Members for
Edmonton-Whitemud, Calgary-West, and Calgary-Elbow on their
recent by-election victories.

The Premier’s first throne speech is somewhere around the 44th
throne speech of this PC government. Who knows how many. I
guess [ just want to say that my overwhelming feeling is
disappointed, very, very disappointed that in a province of 4 million
hard-working people, in a province so rich in commodities, so rich
in natural beauty, with so many things going for it, on the edge of
being such a leader in Canada that our new Premier and our 44-
year government didn’t have a stronger vision, a stronger idea that
would encompass some new ideas, some individualism, some
chances to work together, some chances to grow together.

There were three things I did like about it, though. First of all,
somewhere on the last or the second-last page it mentioned a new
volunteerism strategy. My goodness, is this overdue. Alberta and
Cypress-Medicine Hat are absolutely full of capable, hard-working,
caring Albertans who do so much for their neighbours, for their
communities, their friends.

The Wildrose in the full campaign two and a half years ago had
an idea to increase the tax credit for volunteerism. Totally optional.
If somebody wanted to do it out of the goodness of their heart or if
somebody didn’t feel it was necessary, totally optional. But what a
great way to expand the opportunity for people who needed to do
more that needed a little bit of help. What a great opportunity to take
care of a family member or take care of a neighbour, to do some
work in the community, make our community stronger on a very
efficient, caring basis. I hope this government will actually do
something with that in the next year or so.

Hey, I found the words “no sales tax” in there. Very nice to see
that. Medicine Hat and Cypress-Medicine Hat, we’re very
conscious of the fact that we pay our share through royalties on
natural gas, Albertans having the highest average income tax, but
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we’re also very, very conscious of the fact that on Saturdays and
Sundays our mall parking lots, our downtown parking lots are full
of cars with green-and-white licence plates. It’s partly because of
the sales tax. Glad to see it in writing, but in two and a half years
I’ve seen the PC Party across the floor break several promises,
right back to two and a half years ago: campaigned on the left and
then, possibly because of good ideas of the Wildrose opposition,
decided to govern more on the right, breaking all their promises,
leading to six months off in here, anyway, as a new Premier was
selected. So I’m a little concerned about the no-sales-tax promise.

I’ve recently heard about the new Premier talking about looking
into a progressive tax. Again, we pay the highest average income
tax. Albertans already pay the most tax. And, of course, a month
or so ago the Associate Minister of Aboriginal Relations openly
mused about how members opposite were looking at all taxes.
Couple this with the broken promises I’ve seen, and we’ll see
where we go. I hope Albertans will hold you accountable for it.

The third part I liked, again a Wildrose idea, a Wildrose
platform, in education: a return to the education basics of literacy
and numeracy. We’ve seen this gallery full of people with the
same ideas. We’ve all had several phone calls, e-mails, and letters
from constituents, parents, grandparents, concerned Albertans
about what new education policies did to cause a decline in our
kids’ scores and ability. The saving grace was how good our
professionals were, how caring Albertans were to immediately
step in and make sure something was done.

Like the Member for Calgary-Buffalo, I too thought there were
five themes. The first two I clearly remember from two Premiers
ago, the throne speech a year ago: reducing interprovincial trade
barriers. I bet if we dug that one up, it might be on all 44 of them,
so it makes me wonder how seriously our government means this
or if it is just politics. As we’ve heard time and time again,
Alberta’s bureaucracy is onerous. It slows business down. It slows
the movement of money and the creation of wealth and the
creation of jobs. I was reminded on the weekend about a guy who
has a ranch in the Rocky Mountain House area who needed to get
hay into B.C., and the easiest way to do it was to take it down to
Montana and up around that way. I’'m thinking: “My goodness,
this is progress? This is how a country with this commodity base,
with its hard-working people base works?” I hope the government
really means that, and I hope they do something about it.

Number two, again in the throne speech two Premiers ago, a
year or so ago, access to markets for oil and gas. As a matter of
fact, I think this Premier said that 16 months from now we could
hold him accountable on access to markets for oil and gas because
of his past experience and past background. I hope he makes it. I
hope he makes it. It’s good for Alberta to get this access that we
need to have more markets for our valuable commodities, to have
more wealth and more markets for the hard work that Albertans
do. I hope this new hire that he was bragging about yesterday after
the vote didn’t work out can explain what happened, be held
accountable, do a better job in the future.

The Premier today mentioned that we had the balance right
between the environment’s rules and regulations and the
tremendous value of Alberta’s commodities while, once again, the
lack of progress on Keystone, the zero progress on Gateway. Line
9 and Energy East don’t seem to be moving too quickly either. I
would hope that real, legitimate work be done on this. Let’s
remind Canadians, let’s remind the world how important, how
valuable cheap energy for the whole world is and the tremendous
wealth and opportunities for all Albertans and all Canadians that
our commodities in this province can provide. Let’s all do what
we can to tell the world the great work that these companies do
and to increase the wealth opportunities.

The third theme I saw in the throne speech was schools: build
schools, build schools, build schools. A year and a half ago we
had 19 schools that were going to be built. It looked like Alberta
Infrastructure did nothing but plan 19 schools for a year. My
goodness, I don’t know what it would cost to have Alberta
Infrastructure just do that for a year. Even though the government
was told at the outset that it couldn’t happen, that the industry
didn’t have the capacity, that it wouldn’t happen, that all went
ahead, and not a single one of those schools was built. I think it
was the last two Premiers, certainly was the last two Infrastructure
ministers, as they flip-flopped and flip-flopped and everybody got
moved around, that stood up and said: “We’ll make it. We’ll make
it. We’ll have them done.” Well, that turned quick to none of them
done.

My understanding is that 50 schools are supposed to be due by
September 2016, which means that they have to be done by June
2016 for teachers and maintenance people and the final touches to
be put on through the summer of 2016. Guys, I’'m hearing loud
and clear from the industry: “You can’t make it. You can’t do the
design. You can’t build it. You won’t have the 50 schools.” I hope
you don’t stand up and insult Albertans’ intelligence in the next
year and a half telling us they’re going to be done when it’s clear
that the answer is there that they can’t be. Let’s build schools
when and where we need them, let’s build them in an efficient
manner, and let’s try to have the Alberta government return to be a
preferred client in the eyes of Alberta Infrastructure and construc-
tion companies so the taxpayer can get the most value, so the
taxpayer can get the most schools.

Sorry that I have to bring it up: $375 million on the federal
building. How much on the suite that was there, isn’t there, still is
there? It’s just furnished with office furniture instead of bedroom
furniture and household furniture. I’'m sorry I brought it up, but,
guys, that’s 20 schools.

3:40

Another thing in the throne speech that caught my eye that I liked:
the government is going to hold the rate of increase on spending for
government operations. It will be kept below population growth and
the rate of inflation. Marvellous. I hope you do it. It makes total
sense. And partly it makes total sense — I want to reference an
excellent report that Mark Milke from the Fraser Institute put out
called Alberta’s $22-billion Lost Opportunity.

I’ll just quickly give you a summary. Since 2005-2006 the PC
Alberta government has spent 54 per cent more — 54 per cent more
— on operating and programs than inflation and population growth
warranted or would have suggested or whatever the right word is.
So from 2005-2006 that’s $22 billion that has been spent on
operating and programs from the baseline in 05, adding inflation
and adding population growth, $22 billion dollars that could have
gone to infrastructure, could have gone to the heritage trust fund,
could have prevented the $10 billion in debt that your government
has added to our next generation’s tax problem, or could have
gone to reduce our current tax, a $22 billion lost opportunity. Even
though the new Premier in this government’s sentence seems to
refer only to government operations and not program spending, it
is very, very much a step in the right direction.

The fourth theme I want to talk about is property rights. The
new Premier said: it is so important that it’ll be the first bill; I
understand the importance of property rights; I understand that the
earlier PC government crossed the line and things have to be
changed. There are 28 words in the throne speech that talk about
what your government is going to do for property rights. Bill 1,
the one we were all waiting for since the PC leadership, is seven
words.
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Repealing Bill 19, which was never proclaimed and leaves a
big, big rural base — and I think maybe someday the urban base
will understand how infringement on property rights will affect
them, whether it’s the right to work, the right to earn, intellectual
property rights, all of these things that are so comprised in the
individuality that I cherish and that many people in Cypress-
Medicine Hat cherish in life. It wasn’t touched at all. It’s going to
a committee, I think, even though it’s been four or five years in
the making.

Statutory consents that make up the value of property, statutory
consents that include water licences, feedlot operations, the right
to grazing leases, can still be removed by cabinet, can still be
removed without access to courts, can still be removed without
fair, timely compensation. Incredible. I recall from some of the
meetings before the last election that no other western democracy
anywhere has this.

If our new Premier, our new reset on the government’s first
look at changing property rights, is eliminating a bill that was
never proclaimed and two Premiers ago had some significant
changes done to it — guys, I think you’re going to have to keep
going. You’re going to have to keep going to win back the hearts
and the votes of rural voters, never mind the regulatory takings
that I want to talk about next.

I want to take a second to talk about Cypress-Medicine Hat. I
am so fortunate to represent Cypress-Medicine Hat.

The Speaker: Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available. Let’s go to
Chestermere-Rocky View.

Mr. McAllister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m so curious as to
why this member is so proud to represent Cypress-Medicine Hat.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cypress-Medicine Hat.

Mr. Barnes: Thank you very much. People are wonderful; quality
of life is great. The scenery is beautiful: the Cypress Hills, the
wide-open spaces, ranches that are a township or bigger. The
great, great stewardship that these ranchers and landowners have.
They don’t overgraze. Environmentally they take care of things
for the next generation. I think that this Assembly needs to know,
though, that our city is not growing. Our economy is not good.
Unfortunately, our community foundation just put out a vital
statistics report that showed we have the highest percentage of
minimum wage and people working beneath the poverty line in all
of Alberta.

We love our individualism. We love our economy; at times we
rode very high. But I just want to remind everybody about two
things that this government has done that have drastically hurt us.
The 2008 royalty review drove countless service companies out of
our area, drove countless jobs out of our area. Yeah, then the price
of natural gas corrected, and maybe it wasn’t totally the PC
government’s fault, but it certainly was a factor. Be careful what
you do with rules and regulations.

Speaking of that, the federal government through the Species at
Risk Act slapped a sage grouse protection order on the area in
February. The federal government right now is doing a review of
the horned lizard in the same area. The sage grouse protection
order could have totally been prevented if the government of
Alberta would have put in a provincial protection order. Ten out
of 11 states that have the sage grouse have done this because they
know it’s better to protect the sage grouse, they know it’s better to
protect ranching, and they know it’s better to protect the economy.
We could have done the same and still can. Please work on it for
us.

I was also surprised how little the throne speech talked about
health care. My goodness, no specific promises, just that additional
work is under way to address patient access, waiting times, the need
to speed up, stuff we’ve heard for years and years; $19 billion, 44
per cent of our budget, and hardly mentioned. As a matter of fact,
in my constituency office the two calls I get the most are from
people who have gone to Kalispell or Great Falls and paid
$23,000 to $29,000 for a knee or a hip because they got tired of
waiting three years in Alberta for a similar procedure. It doesn’t
seem right. We are a lot richer jurisdiction, lots of room for
improvement.

A Medicine Hat emergency doctor, a very strong advocate for
public health, Dr. Paul Parks, has talked time and time again that
this government had dropped the ball on long-term beds, how each
long-term bed saves $1,000 to $1,200 instead of having them in
acute-care beds. It seems like such a no-brainer to build the proper
number of long-term beds and save that $1,000 to $1,200 per
patient per day in an acute bed and free up those beds for those
that really need them.

The last thing I’d say is democratic accountability. If you really
want to walk the walk or talk the talk, whatever the saying is,
make the election laws that we just saw — make it so that during a
by-election, like in Saskatchewan and Manitoba, you can’t make
spending promises. One of your ministers has now started off on
the wrong foot. He has started off where people are concerned
about things that were number seven on their priority list being
done and done first. Four million Albertans deserve better.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Standing Order 29(2)(a) is still available.
Seeing no one to take that up, let’s move on to Edmonton-
Calder, followed by Calgary-McCall.

3:50

Mr. Eggen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise with some
interest to speak on the throne speech that we had here on
Monday. Certainly, it’s a great opportunity for Albertans to begin
to re-engage in the political process. We haven’t been using this
Chamber for many months, so I think Albertans are very anxious
to see action on so many different issues that concern them and
concern their families.

[The Deputy Speaker in the chair]

I would like to just offer my congratulations, before I begin my
reply to the throne speech, to the four by-election winners.
Certainly, it is a difficult thing to win any seat. Just a friendly
reminder that it is a provisional issue when we do by-elections.
Certainly, we as Alberta New Democrats engaged and found a lot
of very interesting things to learn as well, particularly in
Edmonton-Whitemud. We only had four weeks to organize and to
come through, and we managed to increase our results by 13
percentage points, so we like to think that maybe we didn’t lose
the seat, really, but just ran out of time. Certainly, we’d look
forward to doing that again soon. Dr. Turner was a very, very
good candidate, and I think he engaged the political process very,
very well.

As I said before, the Speech from the Throne was being awaited
with bated breath by so many thousands of Albertans who were
looking for direction on urgent issues that concern them and their
families. While I certainly found some reason to be optimistic or
to look for some points of interest in the speech, I really look at it
more from the things that are absent in the throne speech rather
than what is being said.
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Certainly, we know from going through many elections and
through polling and from what Albertans tell us anecdotally time
and time again that they’re most concerned about their economic
well-being, their capacity to look after themselves and their
families, the security that comes with being able to look after their
families. They’re concerned about the things that we own
together, those things that are entrusted to us here in the
Legislature to ensure that there’s a public health system there
when we need it for ourselves and our families and that that is a
publicly delivered health system that is available to us. We look to
education to ensure that everyone has an equal opportunity to get
the very best education for themselves and for their children, both
from K to 12 and through postsecondary. Finally, we look to build
the infrastructure that’s necessary to meet the needs of a very
quickly growing economy and a very quickly growing population
as well.

When I was listening to the throne speech here on Monday, I
think a key sentence really jumped out at me, and that is that the
government makes a commitment to keep government
expenditures below the rate of population and below the rate of
inflation. I realize that we have some philosophical differences
about this, but certainly we cannot deny the fact that this
commitment to keeping spending below the growth of population
and the economy essentially means cuts to essential government
services. You simply cannot pay for the needs of more than 4
million people — their public health concerns, their education
concerns, and their infrastructure concerns — if you are in fact
cutting or not meeting the needs of population growth.

Mr. Speaker, that’s the reason, really, that this Legislature and
this level of government exists in the first place. It’s to look after
those essential public needs and interests. If we choose to cut
those, then, in fact, not only are we just not meeting those
responsibilities, but we’re not looking at reality squarely in the
face. The fact is that the population is growing. We have more
Alberta citizens, and the economy is still growing, too.

With that in mind, certainly I’ve seen not just a number of
throne speeches in my tenure here in the Legislature but a number
of budgets that come from this sort of attitude. While people say,
“Oh, well, it’ll be perhaps a flat budget,” if you don’t meet the
needs of the growth of the economy and the population, then it
effectively becomes a cut.

I find it interesting as well that built into this throne speech
there seems to be some latent anxiety or a sort of paranoia, I think,
that comes with this government. I know that they like to have this
shingle, under new management, somehow tentatively nailed
somewhere on the new government, but it seems as though they
are still looking over their shoulder with this throne speech more
than looking forward. I must say that this throne speech and the
legislative agenda that I see before us, Mr. Speaker, could very
easily have been brought forward by the Official Opposition, the
Wildrose. I think that they would have buttressed, perhaps, Bill 1
in terms of property rights. They might have done some few minor
adjustments, but really this throne speech and this legislative
agenda before us is fully interchangeable, in my mind, to what we
might have seen from the Official Opposition Wildrose if they’d
had an opportunity to present both a throne speech and a budget.

You know, I don’t see that as new management, really. I see
that as politics and watching over one’s shoulder with the idea that
they can hear footsteps coming to get them. When you do choose
to make a new direction, Mr. Speaker, I would think that you
would go more to a wider vision of governance that looks to
expand and strengthen public health care, looks to expand and
strengthen our postsecondary education, and so forth. Rather, I see
quite the opposite, and ultimately I feel disappointed and a little

bit hurt as well, I must say. You know, when people make
promises, you know that it’s probably not true, but you get all sort
of teased by the possibility, and then, sure enough, inevitability —
right, Member for Calgary-Mountain View? — we do in fact
ultimately get disappointed.

Now, I mean, I realize that a throne speech is sort of setting
broader strokes, but then we can only judge a government by its
actions. What I’m looking at through the legislative agenda, which
is the action that we would actually see on specific issues: again,
very large gaps that make me really wonder exactly where we’re
going with the future of this province. I’'m concerned about the
inherent cuts that that might imply.

The absence in the throne speech and the legislative agenda of
real, meaningful commitment to strengthening health care I think
is one of the biggest concerns that I have. Certainly, in my own
constituency of Edmonton-Calder I've been receiving a lot of
specific information about individuals that are having a hard time
accessing compassionate care. I’ve had several complaints from
my constituents in Edmonton-Calder about not getting the
adequate support, looking for compassionate care for family
members — this is palliative care, where people are gravely ill —
and not getting the care that they need. People want to stay in their
homes, but they need another level of support in order to do so.
On a number of occasions I see that compassionate palliative care
simply fails people at the very most crucial, vulnerable moments
of their lives, really.

Another issue which is very interesting is that people, again in
my constituency, are always concerned about security and the
capacity for police to provide that security. I know that’s a direct
municipal responsibility, but we see these things filter down very
easily. I think that the current Minister of Health knows this very
well. The municipal level of government has its hands tied to meet
some of these needs because the provincial government collects so
much more revenue and has so much more indirect influence on
how things such as crime and policing can be actually delivered in
this province.

I find it very interesting on a very, very local level that we used
to have a community neighbourhood empowerment team that had
very specific interrelationships with community-based police
officers, yet the municipality has cut this program. The
municipality tells me, my councilors tell me that that’s because of
inadequate provincial funding globally for large municipalities.
Each thing has a cause and effect, Mr. Speaker. Certainly, my own
constituency and I think that many urban constituencies around
the province are feeling less secure because of the lack of
adequate provincial funding that goes to things such as community
police officers and, like I said, such innovative programs as the
community neighbourhood empowerment team that we had but
don’t have anymore in Edmonton-Calder.

4:00

Another issue that is very close, I think, to many people’s hearts
around the province is just the high cost of monthly expenses here
in the province of Alberta, that our rents, mortgage rates are
inordinately high for regular working people to afford. They’re
paying much more of their monthly income for accommodation.
Again, an absence in the throne speech and in substantive
legislation to what might protect individuals from inordinate rental
increases and so forth I think is a very obvious gap in this throne
speech and in this legislative session as well.

Another issue that really, I think, is coming home to hit very
hard in these winter months is the cost of utilities. Again, my
constituency office in Edmonton-Calder has many, many, many
anecdotal complaints about the high cost of utilities and the lack
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of regulation and transparency around the billing of those utilities,
too. We know that we can, in fact, in this legislative body enact
regulation and laws that could make, at the very least, utility bills
more transparent so that people can see where their money is
going and how much they’re spending per month.

Also, I would venture to say, Mr. Speaker, we have a responsi-
bility in this Legislature to look for ways to make essential home
heating and electricity bills more affordable for Albertans on a
month-to-month basis. Certainly, by deregulating the electricity
market, we’ve blown open and exposed individuals to inordinately
high monthly power costs. So, too, I would say that we should
consider the converse, which is to bring those prices back to
something that people can more afford. If you don’t even have
your electricity on, people still have a substantial bill from line
charges and other sorts of miscellaneous things that are neither
clear nor fair, I would suggest, as monthly expenses put onto each
family that requires electricity. And everybody does. It’s not as
though we have a choice to heat our homes or to have some power
in our homes.

Education. Again, this is a very interesting issue for K to 12
infrastructure. My constituency, Edmonton-Calder, is like a cross-
section of the history of the city of Edmonton. We have
neighbourhoods close to the airport and so forth that are a hundred
years old, and we are moving outwards to the very edge of the
ring road, the Henday, where literally the houses are just being
built today. All through that cross-section of concentric circles of
the building of the city of Edmonton you see schools either not
being utilized properly or utilized in the widest way possible or
the absence of schools entirely as you move out towards the ring
road to the Henday. Again, I reflect my constituents’ frustration in
not seeing the schools that should’ve been built and could’ve been
built and will be built in a reasonable time for new neighbour-
hoods and the creative utilization of established schools as we
move closer to the centre of the city.

You know, talk is cheap, right? We see this throne speech
talking vaguely about schools, this government making, I think,
unrealistic promises around schools. Let’s not just build it into the
vagaries of politics and the price of a barrel of oil; let’s have a long-
term, sustained plan to ensure that public schools are built where we
need them, when we need them, on a timely basis, not just over the
next couple of years but over the coming decades as well.

Again, Mr. Speaker, just in summary, then, I choose to define
an individual and a government by their actions, and I certainly
see vague intentions in this throne speech.

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.

Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available.

Seeing none, I’ll recognize the next speaker. The hon. Member
for Calgary-McCall.

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As with any Speech from the
Throne it is indeed an honour and privilege to speak on behalf of
my constituents of Calgary-McCall. Let me begin first by
thanking all of my constituents in Calgary-McCall, who have
continued to place their trust, confidence, and respect in me as
their MLA. As their voice in this Assembly I am forever proud to
represent them each and every day.

Alberta truly is a wonderful place to live, work, and raise a
family, Mr. Speaker. I love to tell about when I came to Calgary in
1970. I was waiting at the bus stop — I’ve told this story before —
and an older gentleman approached me and said, “Where are you
from?” I said, “I’'m from India.” And he said, “Are you a student?” |
said, “No, I’'m not a student.” He said, “Are you a doctor?” I said,
“No, I’'m not a doctor.” He said, “Are you a teacher?” I said: “No,

I’'m not a teacher. I just got here.” And he said: “Welcome to
Canada, God’s country. Welcome to Alberta, the land of milk and
honey.” The gentleman was indeed correct. At the time I didn’t
know what he meant, but as time went along, I realized what he
meant.

However, Mr. Speaker, having listened to the Speech from the
Throne, I couldn’t help but ask myself the question: how have
things changed? I represent a fast-growing, dynamic, multicultural,
and multilingual riding. My staff works tirelessly for my
constituents, always delivering the best services and helping when
required. But it is getting tougher. There are so many new
Canadians, new Albertans, and most certainly new Calgarians. We
need more from this government.

Mr. Speaker, I have had countless visitors to my office
experiencing challenges with AINP, or the Alberta immigrant
nominee program. This program is vital to our future. We are a
country of immigrants. Canada was built by immigrants seeking
the best and the brightest the world has to offer, yet we can’t even
help those who want to stay here legally and willingly. Thousands
of temporary foreign workers have lost their chance to stay here
permanently. Thousands. I can tell you how badly change is
needed both in government policy and in programs such as AINP.
Where was this mentioned in the Speech from the Throne? I didn’t
see it anywhere.

Our economy, Mr. Speaker, is only as strong as our workforce
is. This, I feel, drastically needs improvement. Another big issue
is temporary foreign workers. Lots of those temporary foreign
workers’ work visas are expiring, and employers cannot renew
their work visas because they cannot get the LMOs. Lots of small
businesses in Calgary have approached my office: “How are we
going to survive? How are we going to grow? How are we going
to run our businesses if these temporary foreign workers go back
to their respective countries?”

Whether it is those applying under the AINP program or
students trying hard to make ends meet, especially while dealing
with ridiculous postsecondary tuition rates and graduating with
enormous amounts of debt, Mr. Speaker, how are we helping our
postsecondary education and those students who are graduating?
We need a government that will work for all Albertans, not just
the rich, the elite, or a favoured few. We need to support our
students, not raise tuition, invest in postsecondary education, and
give our next generation all the tools, skills, and resources to
literally kick butt in life and in our economy. These young men
and women are our future. Why not invest in them now, not
tomorrow but today?

Mr. Speaker, I know the Speech from the Throne also mentioned
infrastructure. For our growing province I cannot agree more. In
Calgary-McCall I was the only MLA to fight for the airport tunnel.
No other hon. member fought for this vital piece of infrastructure.
With a newly expanded airport and a booming economy, businesses,
visitors, and residents need the infrastructure to get the job done.
The benefits of the airport tunnel are already being realized, which
leads me to another point. The vast majority of Albertans live in
urban areas. Whether they live in Calgary or Edmonton or in a
suburban community nearby, they need the ability to get to and
from work, school, and family activities. Albertans demand and, I
would argue, deserve high-quality, modern infrastructure. Whether
we are the province that invests in urban transit, ring roads, or one
day even high-speed rail, we need the infrastructure in place to set
up for the needs of the future. But this is not occurring.

4:10

Take, for example, the fast-growing community of Cochrane. The
province and by extension this government has been promising
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residents and businesses alike for over 16 years that important
improvements to highway 22X and highway 1A are needed, but all
that residents and businesses have heard about is delay after delay.
The fastest growing communities such as Airdrie, Cochrane,
Chestermere — you name it — SkyView, Redstone in Calgary need
investments by this government in critical infrastructure, not
Building Alberta signs, Mr. Speaker.

Actions speak louder than words, but in the end, for a govern-
ment that claims to be under new management, we see the same
members, the same party in power. All we see is a new Premier.
As history will show us, keeping the PC brand alive is, first and
foremost, their top priority.

Mr. Speaker, democracy is fragile. Every day as elected members
of this Assembly we are here to represent our constituents and lead
our great province of Alberta, but most importantly, we need
leadership, new ideas, new direction. Sadly, despite having a new
Premier and some new ministers changing portfolios, I remain
unconvinced. Unconvinced.

Alberta is an amazing province, but we need a government that
demonstrates leadership and starts treating all Albertans equally.
We can’t have second-class citizens. We need to invest today in
education, social services, key infrastructure, health care, transpor-
tation needs. Mr. Speaker, programs facing massive backlogs such
as AINP need proper funding and staffing. Communities like
Cochrane desperately need highway improvements. Most
importantly, we need a government that respects taxpayers and
hard-working Albertans.

With the price of oil in decline, what is this government’s plan
to table a balanced budget? We heard before that the operational
budget will be balanced, and I don’t think that is a balanced
budget. A balanced budget is money coming in, money going out,
and if you have anything left over, that’s surplus. If you’re in
deficit, that’s a deficit. That is the budget. It is not a balanced
budget if you have an operational budget imbalance. Then the
other budget is not balanced.

The Premier, Mr. Speaker, has already ruled out a sales tax, but
he has remained quiet on other means of taxation. Will this
government hike user fees? Will it return to the pre-Klein days of
progressive income tax? That remains to be seen. Most impor-
tantly, will this government be open, transparent, and honest with
their citizens? Albertans are a tough lot. We work hard, play hard,
and enjoy giving back to our community, but we need a govern-
ment that is focused on diversifying our economy and saving for
our future.

You can forgive me, Mr. Speaker, for raising doubts about the
plan moving forward from this government. Although the PCs
have elected a new leader and the constituents of Calgary-
Foothills voted for the hon. member, have things really changed?
It remains to be seen.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I wish to leave but one final thought for
our new Premier and his recycled government. The city of Calgary
is growing by over 40,000 residents a year. Our municipal
government needs support and assistance from this government,
but they can’t do it alone. They need stable, predictable funding
from the province. Our next generation is counting on the actions
of this government. Do not let them down. Together let us show
all Albertans that great things are possible, but we need real,
committed, accountable leadership to accomplish all of this.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my constituents of Calgary-McCall
and to all my colleagues in this Assembly, thank you very much. I
remain steadfast in my love for, admiration of, and dedication to this
wonderful province. Together I still believe we can accomplish
many great things.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.

Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available.

Seeing none, I’ll recognize the next speaker. The hon. Member
for Medicine Hat.

Mr. Pedersen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate this opportu-
nity to respond to the Speech from the Throne. First, though, I’d
like to welcome the four new members, the Premier and the other
three members that are new to the Legislature. Welcome, and
good luck with your new duties.

Typically the government uses a throne speech as a reset or as a
tool to set a new direction or course and to announce new ideas,
new plans, and new programs that are going to help move Alberta
forward. I feel I’'m pretty similar to most Albertans. I was never
involved in politics before the last election, and I never want to be
a career politician. We are a proud and hopeful society, hard
working and caring, always looking for the best in ourselves, our
friends, and our neighbours. We want our government to do the
same.

Instead, we see an old and tired PC government that never
ceases to amaze me with how much verbiage can be used, how
many pages of paper can be consumed, and how much opportunity
can be wasted all in the effort of saying nothing at all. No
substance. No vision. No specific plans or ideas. It’s just more of
the same from this old and tired PC government.

This 43-year-old government likes to say that the province is
under new management. Well, everyone, meet the new boss. He’s
just like the old boss. I guess we can add “new management” to
the other PC phrases made infamous through their unending use.
New management can be placed on the shelf right beside such
beauties as the bitumen bubble and the gold standard. Don’t forget
the sky palace either. Saying “new management” over and over
won’t make it true, but actions can be the gauge of whether this
reincarnation of the PC government can achieve their very
important stated goals.

Mr. McAllister: I like the “bitumen bubble.”

Mr. Pedersen: Yeah. It’s pretty good.

While there are promises to follow a number of similar Wildrose
policies like fiscal responsibility, ending entitlements, maximizing
value of natural resources while strengthening environmental
protections, protecting property rights, and addressing problems in
health care, education, seniors’ care, and skills and training, there
are still no clear plans. If the new management wants some help
with how to implement these Wildrose ideas, just let us know. We
won’t even ask for a bonus or a private plane. We’ll do it for free.

What is obvious when one reads this throne speech is the
incredible amount of backtracking the new Premier has done on
previous PC policy and actions that were taken and supported
wholeheartedly by almost every current PC MLA. It’s the same
crew with the same old ideas. How uncomfortable it must be to be
sitting in the Legislature at this moment.

During the by-elections promises were made to all Albertans for
what could easily be viewed as buying votes. Even our new
Education minister used his appointed, unelected position to
reward his own constituents with modulars for a school in the
riding that he was running in. To be fair, these modulars were a
need in Calgary-Elbow, but they were only seventh on the list for
all of Calgary.

For a new Premier touting a new government under new
management, with an emphasis on accountability and trans-
parency, this is a huge fail for him personally as well as his now-
elected Education minister. The trust has already been broken,
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even before either sat a single day in the Legislature, trust that the
Premier vowed the PC party was determined to earn back.

With actions like this early in the new management mandate,
why should any other promise mentioned in the throne speech be
taken seriously? The job of the government has now been made
harder with Albertans’ trust broken. Take the statement around
operational budget spending being held below the rate of
population growth and inflation. This will be the classic robbing
of Peter to pay Paul, except Peter is almost broke. This expense
and probable debt will be downloaded into the infrastructure
portion of the budget, and the current savings plans will again be
drained to cover this spending.

4:20

These debts will be borne and carried by generations to come,
and since the need for infrastructure will not end, this government
policy of borrowing has no plan of ending, leaving Albertans
facing an increasing debt load. This debt, growing on a daily
basis, will take away increasing amounts of operational spending
just in order to service the debt, operational money that could fund
programs across the spectrum from health to culture, funding that
will never meet the growing needs of Albertans but will instead be
allocated for projects already built. Better yet, maybe we could
stop spending so much money and pay off the debt.

We in the Wildrose are always challenged on what we wouldn’t
build if we were in government, but with skyrocketing debt and so
many promises we really have to wonder: what is it that the PCs
are not going to build? Are they not going to pay off debt, are they
not going to balance the budget, are they not going to build every
school they’re promising, or are they going to take the easy way
out and raise taxes?

Property rights are raised. Bill 1 addresses the PC version of
correction of bad legislation but does not go far enough to correct
past indiscretions to those affected. Wildrose Motion 501 takes the
appropriate steps to entrench property rights for the benefit of all
owners in Alberta. [ know the Premier says that he’s committed to
protecting property rights, and if that’s the case, then I do look
forward to him voting in favour of the motion brought forward by
my colleague from Lacombe-Ponoka.

I appreciate the identification that there are educational
challenges in K to 12, which do roll over into postsecondary, and I
do look forward to working with the new Innovation and
Advanced Education minister in bringing forward positive
changes for students, whether young or older adults; parents;
educators; institutions; and Alberta taxpayers.

The environment is of utmost importance to all Albertans, and it
ties directly not only to their quality of life but to those across
Canada and around the world. Our environment is theirs and theirs
is ours in a global economy, and we need to be the best stewards
possible. I hope Alberta gets there sooner rather than later. We
have brought forward concrete ideas to protect the environment,
and I hope this government follows suit.

Identifying First Nations, the Métis, and Inuit is another great
step forward, but this can’t be another olive branch held out
without a true desire to right past wrongs, to be left unaddressed
for the next Premier and cabinet to deal with. It’s not enough for
the Premier to just mention them in a speech, and it’s not enough
for him to meet with them and then fly back home. The Premier
needs to fix the issues that are facing our First Nations
communities, and he needs to work with our Métis neighbours and
friends as equal partners.

There are still many issues from the floods of 2013. The way
the DRP and LandLink were allowed to function through this as
well as the 2010 floods was and is an embarrassment to this

government, and everything should be done to resolve all open
files and appeals for the individuals affected. This is still an issue
in Medicine Hat, and I know it’s an issue elsewhere.

There are concerns around the Premier’s announcement of flood
mitigation projects that have not been soundly studied and
evaluated for efficiency, environmentalism, and financially, and
these types of decisions almost never work out the way they were
intended. I do hope that the Premier and his government review
this decision so that a full assessment is done before moving
forward without guidance, direction, or sound advice.

I do take great pride as a member of Her Majesty’s Loyal
Opposition as it is and has been our job to hold the government to
account. If what we have contributed to the process of opposing,
exposing, and proposing has been in any way an improvement to
the way Alberta is governed, then we have all done our jobs as
elected officials in being accountable to the people who have sent
us here.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.

Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available.

Seeing none, I’ll recognize the next speaker. The hon. Member
for Calgary-Mountain View.

Dr. Swann: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s a
pleasure to rise and speak to the throne speech of 2014. My
congratulations also to the new members of the Legislature and
the new Premier.

You’ll have to forgive me that after four Premiers in 10 years
and eight throne speeches I’'m left a little jaded hearing much the
same messages rewarmed for this particular event — good ideas,
high-sounding principles, and statements of intent — while I’ve
seen in the last 10 years in the Legislature a government that plays
catch-up and crisis management in one of the most challenging
times of our history, with the recognition that we are a boom-bust
economy.

And we still don’t seem to have learned the lessons of what a
boom-bust economy must do to plan better and provide for stable,
dependable funding so that we’re not hiring nurses one year and
firing them the next, hiring teachers one year and firing them the
next, establishing new programs for monitoring the oil sands one
year and disbanding them the next, and, most recently, this climate
change strategy of setting up a new program to support
municipalities in their climate change attempts when we just
disbanded Climate Change Central last year, a sterling organ-
ization that was doing good work both for communities and
municipalities, also for individuals, to help them to reduce their
carbon impacts. I look forward to the time when this government
will stop creating change for change’s sake and honour some of
the commitments to the long-term well-being of the province.

[The Speaker in the chair]

It was a typical throne speech, I guess I would say, and nothing
could be said about the good sentiments that were expressed. It
would have been a little more believable if it was truly a new
government, but in truth it is the same old government that
happens to have a new Premier and a few new cabinet ministers
and that new backbench individual all elected in the by-elections.
But we spell by-elections “buy-elections.” These elections in some
ways were bought, as has been talked about repeatedly in this
House, by announcements that were timed and, clearly, in a very
cynical way meant to influence voters and that succeeded as they
often do in our society.
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This, of course, is contrary to other provinces’ election rulings
where there is a law, in fact, that there can be no new spending
announcements. There can be no budgetary announcements during
a writ period. Unfortunately, this is another deficit in our
democracy where you can announce all you want in a writ period
because we have no law to limit that. That along with very high
donations from corporations and unions enables a very wealthy
governing party to sustain its very strong campaign spending.
Unfortunately, we see the result of that with a 43-year-old
government that has been in power, with lots of resources to deal
with, as a result of this continuing cycle of advantage and monies,
giving us the best democracy money can buy, Mr. Speaker.

The vast majority of the government caucus are people elected
under the previous Premier, and they made many of the mistakes
and scandals that we continue to deal with and will continue over
this next year to address. I would have hoped not so much for a
government under new management as for new leadership, real
leadership, leadership that reflects on doing the right things as
opposed to management, which is focused on doing things right.
Leadership has to deal with doing both, doing the right things and
doing them in the most cost-effective and efficient way.

People in my constituency of Calgary-Mountain View, includ-
ing those from the corporate boardrooms of Calgary, have raised a
number of issues calling for a larger vision for Alberta, a more
diverse economy, and a stronger commitment to renewables, to
alternate energy and clean technology, to energy conservation, to
policies that incent both retrofits in our commercial and residential
buildings but also encourage the development of entreprenecurial
investments in renewable energy that in many other countries are
actually returning on the investment and providing profits to the
producers of renewable energy.

We continue to see a government that’s struggling with a
revenue stream that is inadequate to the demands of our current
population. The level of commitment to improving the care of
especially our most vulnerable people in this province is lacking.

Alberta could bring in $10 billion more in revenue a year and
still be the lowest taxing province in the country. It could provide
for those independent and strong monitoring systems that the
world is watching for in our environment. It could provide for our
disabled populations, that are still getting marginal care at best,
our seniors who are struggling with inadequate care both in terms
of quality and affordability. It could help with hungry kids going
to school. It could help with many of the demands that, obviously,
a four-million-population province is going to need with the kind
of growth that we’ve had over the past decade.

4:30

The fear of taxes, the fear of the Wildrose continue to stymie
this government and hold it in a decade-old stalemate, trying to
say: we can do more with less. Well, we’ve done a lot more with
too little, and many people are suffering in this province as a
result: single parents; some of our most vulnerable kids, who need
learning and behavioural and emotional help; or mental health
challenges that we hear about frequently not only from the health
professions but from the criminal justice system.

Some of us spent the morning hearing from some in the safe
and caring schools, that they’re dealing with a tremendous number
of young people who are feeling discriminated against, bullied,
and needing help with some of their emotional and social needs.
All of these could be prevented with early intervention, appro-
priate professional supports, family supports, actually getting at
root causes of social and poverty issues. It’s ironic that this
government continues to talk about its social policy framework
but has failed to deliver even a definition of poverty that we can

actually work with and then hold ourselves accountable for
making progress on.

There’s a lot to be expected from this government, especially a
government that calls itself under new management. Well, new
isn’t good enough, and change for change’s sake isn’t good
enough. Where is the vision? Where is the real commitment to the
long-term public interest as opposed to short-term crisis manage-
ment, and where is the funding to provide for the kind of province
we deserve and that we want for our children?

In that respect it’s still not clear how much commitment this
government does have to future generations when we are going to
be passing on not only financial debt in terms of very high tuitions
and financial debt in relation to the many infrastructure projects
that are needed, but we are also talking about significant
environmental debt with a potential for stranded assets and a
failure or inability of some companies to clean up their particular
developments, especially the tailings ponds, should they go under
financially.

We have not taken in nearly the protective bond that’s needed to
ensure that we can reclaim and restore much of the northern
community to any kind of viable state, and it’s unconscionable
that we should be leaving that to future generations instead of
requiring of industry a substantial amount that would guarantee
that we can clean up, not at the public expense but at the corporate
expense, the impacts that they’ve had up there.

Alberta Liberals believe in both a strong economy and a strong
society, with an environment that supports both. The government
once again pitches the economy as the trade-off with the
environment instead of seeing strong standards and enforcement
as the cost of doing business, essential to our responsibility for
habitat and species protection as well as honouring our future
generations. That’s not to mention our international reputation,
which is now impacting our ability to sell our product interna-
tionally. How is that leadership? How is that showing Albertans
that we care about the long-term well-being of this province?

Our rich agricultural heritage continues to be threatened as well
by the failure of this government to enact a land-use framework,
conserve rich farmland, including the chernozem soil that
surrounds Edmonton and continues to be gobbled up through
industrial and residential activity. Clear-cut forestry continues to
threaten our eastern slopes notwithstanding Peter Lougheed’s
commitment to an eastern slopes policy that would ensure that our
watersheds and our headwaters get the best of protection, because
the true lifeblood of this province surely is our water. We’re not
protecting those eastern slopes, whether it be from industrial
development or deforesting, and this is only going to add risk in
terms of future flooding.

We need that kind of leadership that speaks not to short-term
economic gains from such things as oil and gas development and
clear-cut forestry on our eastern slopes but to the longer term well-
being of our watershed and our sustainable surface water. How
can we continue in good conscience to allow companies to inject
our fresh water deep underground, never to come again, especially
in southeastern Alberta, where we have no new water to provide
licences for? We have maxed out our demands on our surface
water in southeastern Alberta, including Calgary, yet we allow oil
companies to use surface water and inject it out of the reach of our
hydrological cycle. This is not leadership.

My constituents want to hear more from this government on a
stronger commitment to the 3,400 homeless people in the city and
the 35,000 individuals, including First Nations and seniors, who
are at risk of losing their homes, that they’re living in, or are
unable to sustain the current levels of monthly rent fees, creating
tremendous insecurity and stress that end up either on the streets
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or in the health care system or in the criminal justice system.
Again, it doesn’t speak of a government that sees the future and
invests in early intervention, prevention, supports for people that
actually would allow them to reach their potential and contribute
back to society as they wish to do.

Child poverty was not even an afterthought in this throne
speech. Again, many of us are looking to this government for
more than words but actions with hungry kids — affordable child
care, full-day kindergarten — as being a tremendous investment in
our people, in the long-term well-being of not only them as
citizens but in their ability to enhance the community and
contribute back in the future with good jobs and their own tax
commitment.

Seniors’ care continues to be mediocre due to the lack of real
standards, the real commitment to monitoring those standards, and
the lack of any kind of enforcement of standards in our seniors’
care.

I was very pleased to hear the Premier commit to a stronger
agenda for First Nations. I thought that was one of the most
unique and important commitments this government has made. I
look forward to seeing what’s going to happen in our education
system with respect to the curriculum on some of the First Nations
experience with residential schools and the profound need in this
province for honoring and reconciling with our First Nations
people on the basis of knowledge, not just on the basis of rhetoric
or sympathy, and providing the kind of resources that are going to
be needed to help many of our First Nations people make the shift
out of their inadequate housing and living standards and
educational processes to those that will really work for them and
allow them to succeed and be active and proud contributors to our
culture and to their own, in some cases, on reserve.

When you drill down to some of the details within the throne
speech, there are some warning flags. The speech indicates that
spending “will be kept below the rate of population growth and
inflation.” This clearly can be code for two things. One is cutting
government services, and the other is that we will continue the
kinds of emergency funding and crisis management that will not
serve the long-term interests of Albertans. There is also a mention
of low taxes and no sales tax, which again reminds me that this
government has not made a commitment to stable, dependable
funding.

The Speaker: I hesitate to interrupt, but the time has run by.
Now we have to go to 29(2)(a). Is there anyone who wishes to
take advantage of 29(2)(a)?

Mr. Eggen: Certainly, [’ve always admired and am interested in
listening to the Member for Calgary-Mountain View carry on with
his analysis.

4:40

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the member.

There is, again, a commitment to low taxes and no sales tax,
which again raises questions about whether we’re going to be
cutting services or continuing crisis management in this province
and limping along with half measures for seniors, those in
poverty, the disabled, and some of our First Nations priorities,
which again I applaud but need to see some ability to address.
Without new funding, without new staffing, without a new circle
of commitment including First Nations, I don’t see the deliver-
ables. I think we need to hold ourselves accountable for those
kinds of commitments made in the glory of a throne speech but, as
I’ve said over the last 10 years, few of them delivered.

Another important statement, that Alberta will be an environ-
mental leader, again begs the question: how? With no new

funding, with a very weak environment department that is
responding to complaints, and without the real commitment to
independent monitoring, it’s very difficult to imagine that our
environmental monitoring and our environmental reputation are
not only going to serve us and our children with a better
environmental condition in the future but that our international
markets will respect and really enthusiastically embrace our
products. We need to do better. And that, Mr. Speaker, is what I
think Albertans call leadership, not management. Again, manage-
ment is doing things right. Leadership is doing the right things
right.

There is a vague mention in the speech about a new tailings
management framework, that was talked about two years ago, new
commitments made on how we’re going to manage our tailings
and what was going to be the consequence if companies did not
manage their tailings ponds in a more progressive way. No clear
accountability there.

Many interesting and important statements, vague commitments
with no details and no timelines, and that is part of the problem
that we as legislators have. If we fail to put in definitions,
timelines, deliverables, we cannot be held accountable. I would
like to encourage the government to actually put themselves out
and ensure that both in the social and environmental and even the
economic fields we set some timelines, some accountabilities, some
deliverables and hold ourselves accountable if you want to build
credibility and rebuild any sense of confidence in our democratic
process, which I would argue is at an all-time low in Alberta.

The kind of turnout at the by-elections and the measures of
engagement in our culture suggest that people are pretty cynical
about the democratic process. I would argue that there are many
things this government could do to help restore some confidence,
some trust, and some legitimacy to our democratic process,
including, for example, a review of the kind of first past the post
voting system. I would challenge the government to think about
what we used to have in Alberta, which was a proportional
representation voting system, which was removed back in the late
’50s and would encourage many people to realize the true impact
of their vote by seeing proportions of voters resulting in
proportions of legislators. At the current time it’s one more thing
that discourages people from participating either in the voting
process or in the political and party system specifically.

We’ll have to wait and see how much of this throne speech is a
mirage and how much of it is actually going to be delivered upon.
We must try to keep cynicism at bay. We must at the same time be
skeptical of everything this government continues to say that
they’re committed to, and we must try to hold ourselves in a
respectful dialogue around what needs to be done in this very
critical time of our history to provide the kind of leadership,
foresight, planning, and investments for the long-term well-being
of Alberta.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you. Five seconds remain should anyone
wish to take them. No?

Let’s move on, then. We’re going to Lacombe-Ponoka next,
please.

Mr. Fox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure to rise and share
my thoughts on the recent Speech from the Throne delivered by
His Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor. His Honour
is truly a figure all Albertans are proud of. I certainly share in the
sentiment.

Firstly, I’d like to thank the citizens of Lacombe-Ponoka for the
honour and privilege of continuing to represent them in this
Assembly. I will now give my response to the throne speech.
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Albertans wanted the government to make a strong stance on
addressing property rights here in Alberta, but sadly Bill 1 missed
the point. I have heard from Albertans that the legislation should
have been committed to addressing the issues in the Alberta Land
Stewardship Act and other controversial pieces of legislation that
impact their property rights, but it doesn’t. Albertans have asked
the government to show their commitment to recognizing and
protecting property rights in Alberta, and this can be done.

It can be done through Motion 501. Albertans don’t want the
half measures of Bill 1, but I’ve heard loud and clear that what
Albertans do want is to support the entrenchment of property
rights in the federal Constitution and Charter. Motion 501 will do
more for property rights protection in Alberta than any other
amendment or bill. That is because it will entrench landowner
rights, Albertans’ rights, in Canada’s highest law, the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, and will help this government fulfill the
promise that it made to property owners in the throne speech.

Unlike Bill 1, Albertans know that Motion 501, if passed, would
constitute Alberta’s request that the Constitution be amended so
that Albertans would have their property rights protected against
any actions and laws passed by any future Alberta governments.
The result of this motion would see property rights in Alberta
enshrined in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the Canadian
Constitution. Consequently, this government would no longer
have to bring forward legislation piece by piece to try and amend
the mistakes that have been made in the past. As I said before,
Albertans want to help this government. They want to help, and I
want to help you keep this commitment that you made to
Albertans on property rights in your throne speech.

Albertans know that strengthened property rights are a realistic
possibility here in the province. Section 43 of the Constitution will
allow this to happen. If this motion, Motion 501, goes forward and
a similar motion in Ottawa passes in both the Alberta Legislature
and the Houses of Parliament, we will have entrenched property
rights here in the province of Alberta.

Some people might try to convince you that the section 43
formula only works for language; however, this is not the case.
For example, in 1993 there was a constitutional amendment to
allow a bridge to replace a ferry system in Prince Edward Island.
In 2011 section 43 was used to modify the formula for
apportioning seats in the House of Commons, apportioning the
seats of the representatives who represent all Canadians. This is a
powerful portion of our Constitution. It allows each province to
put forward what they need for their province.

In one swift move if Motion 501 is adopted, we can have
property rights in the province of Alberta. In one swift move we
can tailor the legislative framework that has for a number of years
now heavily impinged on landowner rights in Alberta. I urge you
all to vote in favour of Motion 501 and see enshrined the
protection of property rights for all Albertans. That’s a legacy that
we can all share in this Legislature. I want to share that with you;
Albertans want to share that with you.

As the MLA for Lacombe-Ponoka I’m most excited to hold this
government’s feet to the fire on behalf of all Albertans and make
sure that this government will keep their promise of building
schools for Albertans. On September 23, 2014, I issued a press
release on the problem of classrooms that were bursting at the
secams in central Alberta. In 2012 the government promised a
badly needed K to 6 school in Blackfalds, but at the time of the
press release there still wasn’t a shovel in the ground, and today
there still isn’t a shovel in the ground. During the by-election
campaign many new schools were promised, one of these in my
riding. I thank the government for doing this. Thank you. Thank
you for recognizing that Blackfalds needs schools.

This province is in desperate need of new schools, not just in
Lacombe-Ponoka but throughout the province. I thank the
government for saying that these schools will be built; however,
saying is not doing. Albertans need to see a real plan that shows
just how the government plans to achieve this. I’d like to say that I
will put my hand up and say to the government that I am going to
work with you on behalf of Lacombe-Ponoka and all Albertans to
achieve this. I will do this in my role in the opposition to make
sure that that critical infrastructure is built. There’s no room for
political maneuvering in the building-of-schools business.
Students need these, Albertans need these, teachers need these.
Canada needs this. It’s not just the province of Alberta. We are the
economic engine of Canada. Canada needs us to build our schools.

4:50

For two and a half years all Albertans have been waiting to see
shovels in the ground on these new schools, and so far the only
shovels in the ground that we’ve seen are the sod turnings. This
isn’t acceptable. We need to get to work on these schools. What is
most important is the future generation of leaders and outstanding
citizens that Alberta schools produce. The youth of today are those
who will lead tomorrow. Albertans demand that the government
make sure that we have these schools to educate, train, nurture,
and equip our children with the skills to prepare them for the life
ahead, and it begins with building schools.

Wildrose and I stand alongside Albertans on this mission to get
construction happening. We have to speed up the tendering and
design phases. You may have read about this in my colleague
Drew Barnes’ infrastructure policy paper that was published last
week, titled On Time and On Budget: Addressing Alberta’s
Infrastructure Needs. Because at this moment only one — one — out
of 50 schools that have been promised under this government by
the previous Premier has begun its construction phase, that’s a
hard number to swallow: two and a half years, one school.

We have ideas given to us by Albertans, and we over here are
willing to share our ideas with you. We will lend these to the
government to make sure these schools are built as soon as
possible. You know, it really is encouraging to watch our entire
policy document be adopted by the government on the other side
of the aisle. It means that the people on this side of the Legislature
have been doing their jobs. They’ve been doing the work that
Albertans have requested of them. I can stand here, and I can
smile and say thank you to all of my colleagues and to all of you
for adopting what Albertans have asked you for.

Lacombe-Ponoka is facing rapid growth challenges. The
services that will provide the community with the necessities of
water and waste management must be met with appropriate
funding. You heard me ask this question earlier. The town of
Blackfalds and the city of Lacombe are feeling this, and it is
crucial — it is crucial — that the government fulfill its promise that
it made to these communities. The north leg project of the central
Alberta regional waste-water commission is crucial to seeing the
needs met in these very rapidly growing communities. Albertans
need the Water for Life project to be more responsive to the needs
of extremely fast-growing communities here in the province of
Alberta, and nowhere is that identified more than in the town of
Blackfalds and the city of Lacombe.

Albertans want to see a government that is concerned about
these issues not just within the riding of Lacombe-Ponoka but in
all areas of this province. Albertans are relying on this government
to include them in their big picture, in your big picture, the one
that was put out in the throne speech and not to get lost in politics,
in this government’s policy.
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Albertans hope this government is fully committed to ending
waste and to prioritizing projects that affect all Albertans. I've
spoken of two of these in my comments so far, the north waste-
water leg for Lacombe and Blackfalds and the schools. I realize
that it’s not just my constituency that faces these challenges, but
we need to make sure that the government is working on behalf of
all Albertans and that those needs are being addressed.

This government has promised to build what the people need
and to start planning for the long term, in fact, 25 years out.
Albertans hope to see this government stick to the promises that
they have made in this most recent throne speech because it is
clearly spelled out that there is a lot of work to be done.
Unfortunately, all of that infrastructure work over the last two and
a half years that should have been done on schools — well, that
time has been wasted.

Now, I really hope — I really hope — that we start to see shovels
in the ground. It’s unfortunate that we’ve missed another building
season because I can tell you that it does add costs. It adds costs
when we start trying to put shovels in the ground in January. The
ground is frozen. You know, you’ve got to clear away the snow.
It’s hard to put utilities in at that point in time. So it pushes these
back even further. We need these projects. Albertans need these
projects today, not tomorrow but today. It’s unfortunate that we’ve
waited two and a half years for these schools to even begin
construction.

The bright side is that we’ve got time ahead yet. If we start
today and we work together today and you take the ideas that
Albertans are giving to you through us, though the Official
Opposition, we will start to move forward on some of these issues.
I see the promises in your throne speech. I love that you’ve taken
them from our policy documents. I just hope that you implement
them in the way that we would have implemented them, and if you
don’t, I will be here along with my colleagues to make sure that
those promises are implemented in the way that Albertans
conveyed them to us.

Thank you very much for this time. Thank you again to the
constituents in Lacombe-Ponoka for my ability to represent them
and present this speech to you in this hallowed Chamber.

The Speaker: Hon. members, section 29(2)(a) is available at this
time.

If not — I see no one wanting to take it up — let’s move on to the
next speaker. Are there any other speakers? The hon. House leader
for the opposition.

Mr. Anderson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to stand and say
a few words about the Speech from the Throne. I thought it was a
very interesting document. I think there were a lot of good things
in there, a lot of good words, good ideas. There were some things
that I thought were a little bit vague, but hopefully we can put
some meat on the bones a little bit as we go forward.

With regard to fiscal management I was happy to see that a
large portion of the throne speech dealt with fiscal management
and clearly was written in a way that used a lot of the language
that the Wildrose over here has been using for a very long time
with regard to budgets, with regard to debt, with regard to
controlling our spending. I’'m very optimistic about that. I think
that that’s good to see.

I think that we need to do more in this House to work together,
especially right now, Mr. Speaker, because we do have a situation
where, quite frankly, we do have a bit of a fiscal crisis developing.
If oil bumps up tomorrow to $100 or $95, we can avoid it. But the
fact of the matter is that if oil remains at $70 to $75, in that range,
below or slightly above, we have a real problem on our hands.

We’re going to have to learn to work together to do what’s right
for this province because there’s too much at stake. It’s one thing
to carry, you know, $10 billion, $15 billion, or $20 billion in debt,
which is probably what we’ll be taking on by 2016, but it’s quite
another if those numbers start popping up into the $30 billion, $40
billion, or $50 billion range. If we do not get our fiscal house in
order, that is what we will be looking at in the long term should oil
prices remain where they are or near where they are right now.

So this is a very serious situation, and we need to treat it
seriously and, hopefully, use this as a time to recalibrate the way
we deal with finances in this province so that in future years when
oil falls to these levels, we aren’t left scrambling. That is, I think,
a key development in our province’s future. We need to make sure
that we get this right and that we don’t fall into this trap again of
overspending so much that we put ourselves and our kids in this
kind of predicament. Hopefully, we can work together in that
regard.

I think that as the throne speech stated, keeping spending in line
with inflation plus population growth is a good first step. It’s very
important not just operationally to do that but also with regard to
capital. You’ve got to remember that capital is not just a one-time
expense in most cases. Schools, roads, infrastructure, health
facilities: they all have to be staffed. That’s operational. They all
have to be maintained. That’s operational. These are real costs, so
it’s not just a one-off.

5:00

We have to make sure that as we move forward and we build,
when we build infrastructure projects, we keep an eye out for what
that’s going to cost operationally going forward so that we can
maintain spending increases to inflation plus population growth. I
was very happy to see that in there, and I hope that we can work
together to make that happen.

With regard to debt, you know, I didn’t see enough in there. I
would have liked to see more specifics with regard to controlling
our debt. We are going to be in the $20 billion range by the end of
the 2016 budget cycle according to the government’s documents,
$21 billion, actually. We need to rein that in. We need to at least
have a repayment plan, a specific plan that’s going to put a
specific timeline in place that will show a way forward to repaying
this debt and getting to the point where we don’t have to take out
more debt for capital. Is this going to happen overnight? No, not at
$75 oil. It’s not. But we need to start thinking a little bit more long
term and think about: what is the end goal here? What is the plan
going to be to stop going into debt, as a first step, and then, after
that, to get out of debt in a way that, of course, makes sense.
Obviously, we don’t want to be paying penalty charges and things
like that. To put a plan in place to stop the debt and then
eventually pay it off I think is very important. I didn’t see too
much in there about that, and I would like to see more going
forward on that.

With regard to savings, again, I have been happy with some of
the developments recently with regard to that. It seems like we’re
refocusing the purpose of our heritage trust fund more into
savings. Now, of course, we don’t have much money to save right
now because of our predicament with the price of oil as well as
our spending issues, but that is something I am happy to see.
There is at least an indication that we’re going to get back to the
original purpose of the heritage fund, which was that we would
put enough away in these times of plenty so that eventually, down
the road, when oil and gas revenues decline, we would be in a
situation where we could use interest from the heritage fund to
replace those revenues and replace our reliance on oil and natural
gas so that we didn’t have to grossly increase taxes and make
ourselves uncompetitive, which, of course, would lead to fewer
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jobs, to people leaving the province, to becoming a have-not
province. We want to avoid that, obviously, in the future.

Economic diversification is a part of that, but we have to realize
that economic diversification completely away from oil and gas is
not a realistic goal in the short term or even the medium term. We
can work towards it, we can try to diversify as much as possible —
that’s important — but to say that we’re going to completely
replace the oil and gas economy and the revenues stemming
therefrom with new industries, and so forth, that are completely
unrelated to oil and gas: again, a great goal, a great initiative. Let’s
push that way, but it’s not going to be possible in the short or
medium term to do that. We need to therefore prepare to replace
those revenues from oil and natural gas, and the best way to do
that is through the heritage fund and through a very careful and
consistent savings program. I’m happy to see that that is still a
goal. It’s obviously going to be slowed down somewhat because
of our financial situation at this time, but long term I am very
excited to see that.

I’m very curious to see Bill 2. Obviously, there are some things
in Bill 2, the Alberta Accountability Act, that sound promising.
I’'m prepared to look at these bills — the same with Bill 1 — as first
steps. I mean, I’m going to support Bill 1. I’m probably going to
support Bill 2. I haven’t seen it yet, obviously. But there will be
proposals and amendments made to both of those bills,
particularly Bill 2, regarding ways that we can cut down on the
size of government, frankly, and that culture of entitlement. I’'m
not convinced that it’s been taken care of in the last month. I think
that there’s still work to do there.

One of those things that I really would like to see in Bill 2 or an
amendment to Bill 2 would be a cap on severance and bonuses for
all government employees. I put forward a bill last session that
would cap severance at $100,000 for under five years of service
and $200,000 for over five years of service. I think that’s
reasonable. I still think that’s very generous, actually. We have to
put that in place so that on a go-forward these ridiculous severance
allowances that have happened in the past — yes, it has been in the
past. We’ve got to make sure that we don’t repeat the mistakes of
the past and the issues we’ve had with million dollar severances,
massive payouts, and people collecting severance and then
moving into another department, leaving and collecting another
severance, as we saw in the case of Mrs. Weatherill. These things
are just complete wastes of money, so we need to put this policy
in place, and it needs to expand to the entire government, not just
political staffers. I hope that we can do that.

With AHS, in particular, the Health minister I think is going to
find that there’s a lot of stuff to clean up over there, and I wish
him well in doing that. There is a culture that’s permeated over
there for far too long, and I sure hope that the Health minister will
work towards cleaning that up. He has a fresh slate, a blank slate,
so I’m going to support him in his efforts to do that.

With regard to other things that we can do to get our budget and
spending under control without affecting front-line services, I do
think we need to look at — I understand from the throne speech
there’s a review being undertaken of our agencies, and so forth. I
think that’s a great idea. I hope it’s a review with teeth and that
we’re not afraid to combine, amalgamate, and even in some cases
get rid of certain boards and agencies in our province that, frankly,
we could either do without or certainly where we could have one
board have responsibility for more than what they’re doing now.
These costs add up, and our government has just simply gotten too
fat and bloated. We need to shrink the size of the administration to
one that at least is somewhat resembling the rest of Canada on the
average instead of by far, as it is today, being the largest

bureaucracy in the entire country, including the federal government,
on a per capita basis. I hope that that review will go well.

The results-based budgeting process: I have not seen results
from that process yet that have led to any kind of real, substantial
savings. I’'m hopeful that it will at some point do that, but I’m still
waiting, and hopefully we’ll see that soon.

Those were the things I wanted to talk about, mostly, with
regard to the throne speech. Basically, those are mostly fiscal
issues given that that’s my critic portfolio, but, you know, there
are other issues, obviously. I look forward to seeing more
decentralization of health care. That means a ton to me as the
representative from Airdrie, but I truly feel that our local people,
our local health professionals and locally elected leaders, are the
ones that should be making the most decisions with regard to
patient care and the allocation of our health dollars. You know, I
think it’s a great deal for AHS and the Health minister as well. It’s
less to do if they decentralize. It’s fewer decisions that they have
to make about situations that they probably have no idea about or
very little idea about because they’re not on the ground. It’s not
their fault; it’s just a matter of location. Decentralizing that
decision-making to the local level I think is absolutely critical, and
again I like the language around that.

Obviously, I would like to see more meat on the bones here, but
it’s a good start. We’ve heard a lot of good words before in this
Assembly. You know, jeepers, I’ve only been here six years, and
this is the fourth Premier we’ve had. I believe this is the seventh
Finance minister I’ve had as Finance critic.

An Hon. Member: Really?

Mr. Anderson: Yeah. I don’t know if that’s a compliment or a
real indictment. Regardless, it is what it is.

5:10
An Hon. Member: You’re bad luck.

Mr. Anderson: I must be bad luck. That’s right.

I hope that we’re moving forward with this Premier, and I hope
we’re moving forward with this Health minister and Finance
minister and Education minister, and so forth. We need to put our
thinking caps on, reach out across the aisle, and work together
because we are in a situation that is quite critical. We have too
many people depending on us to do the right thing and get our
house in order.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Standing Order 29(2)(a) is available.

If not, I’d be pleased to recognize any other speakers or perhaps
a motion to adjourn debate at this time.

Mr. Oberle: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I’m pleased to rise and move that
we adjourn consideration of the motion before the House at this
time.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]
The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Mr. Oberle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In consideration of progress
that we’ve made today and in consideration of the opposition’s
wishes to participate in debate, I move that we now call it 6 o’clock
and adjourn till 1:30 tomorrow.

[Motion carried; the Assembly adjourned at 5:12 p.m. to Thursday
at 1:30 p.m.]
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[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Heavenly Father and Great Creator, as we conclude
our work for this week in this Assembly, guide us that we may all
return safely to our constituencies, where we will continue our
work for the Albertans whom we serve. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: Let us begin with some school groups, starting with
Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville.

Ms Fenske: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As a former teacher there’s
always a class that holds a very special place in your heart. Today
I’d like to introduce to you a class from Mundare school, who will
soon be moving into their new school. These students were part of
the School at the Legislature. They are accompanied here today by
their teacher, Mrs. Adrienne Mills, and two parent volunteers,
Mrs. Joanne McNiven and Mrs. Arlette Budinski. They are seated
in the members’ gallery and the public gallery as well. We are
looking forward to having the Premier come out and visit when
we cut the ribbon on that new school soon. Please stand.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Strathcona-Sherwood Park.

Mr. Quest: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to rise
today to introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly three classes of students from the Wye school in my
constituency of Strathcona-Sherwood Park. They are accompanied
by teachers Amy Israelson, Tanya Jorden, Danielle Kent, and
Miss Powley and a very lengthy list of parent helpers. There’s a
lot of parent help at the Wye school: Debbie Buxton, Leigh-Ann
Ball, Karen Jones, Jackie Mill, Kirsty Woodman, Joan Kaminskas,
Norm Cameron, Erin Stephen, Cathy Jones, Christine Martens,
Greg Abercrombie, Marlene Crippin, and Amy Butterfield. They are
seated, understandably, in both galleries, and I’d ask them all to rise
and receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Sherwood-Park.

Ms Olesen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 'm so pleased today to
introduce to you and through you to all members of this Assembly
26 bright and enthusiastic grade 9 students from Archbishop
Jordan Catholic high school from my constituency of Sherwood
Park. They are accompanied today by their teacher Mr. Tim
Murawsky. I’d ask that the group from Archbishop Jordan high
please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of this
Assembly.

The Speaker: Are there other school groups here yet?
Let us continue then. Edmonton-Riverview, followed by the
Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Mr. Young: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is indeed my pleasure to
rise today and introduce to you and through you to all members of

the Assembly three notable guests from the Edmonton Chamber of
Commerce, which I’ll be doing a member’s statement on later
today. Firstly, James Cumming, the president and CEO of the
chamber, is a long-time Edmontonian and businessman as well as
the federal Conservative candidate for Edmonton-Centre. Max
Frank is the vice-president, member experience, at the Edmonton
chamber and a lifelong Edmontonian and entrepreneur. Bobbi
Menard is the manager of communications for the Edmonton
Chamber of Commerce. She moved to Alberta two years ago, like
so many others in search of the Alberta opportunity. All three of
these individuals with the Chamber of Commerce have had an
integral part in stewarding the continued growth of Edmonton into
the amazing city we have today. They are seated in the public
gallery, and I’d ask that they rise now and receive the traditional
warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The Minister of Municipal Affairs, followed by
Calgary-Buffalo.

Mrs. McQueen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two intro-
ductions; if I can, I’ll do them both together. Today it’s an honour
for me to rise in the House to introduce to you and through you to
all members of the Assembly one of my four children. Melissa
McQueen is joining me here today. She’s taking her bachelor of
arts in Red Deer. She wants to be a high school social teacher.
She’s very interested in politics and has been involved in all of my
campaigns when I was mayor and when I was running here
provincially. It’s a real honour to ask Melissa to please rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

Also, joining Melissa today is my outstanding staff from my
office, Mr. Speaker. I have six people joining us here today, and
I’d ask them to rise as they’re being introduced. With us today are
Laura Lupul; Duncan Webster; Matthew Grant; my press
secretary, Brittney Timperley; my chief of staff, Amy Prins; and
my outstanding scheduler, Kim Kennard, without whom I could
not manage my job. Please rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

Mr. Hehr: Mr. Speaker, it’s my pleasure to introduce to you and
through you to all members of this Assembly Stacey Buga, Sarah
Hall, and Leah Elzinga, seated in the public gallery. Sarah Hall is
the chair of the Morinville Public School Council. Stacey and
Leah are members of the Morinville school parent delegation.
They’re here today because there is currently no public junior or
senior high school in the town of Morinville, and these ambitious
ladies are fighting to have one there.

My second introduction. It’s a great pleasure to have Mr. Doug
Dickson right up here from the constituency of Calgary-Buffalo.
Doug is often in the constituency at the local coffee shops, at both
grocery stores, and all over the place, and he’s quick to point out
the errors of my ways as he is a long-time Conservative in this
province. Nevertheless, we do have a great time discussing things,
and we get in our shots both ways. It’s a great honour to have him
here.

Would they all please rise so we can give them a warm welcome
from everyone in this Assembly.

Mrs. Sarich: Mr. Speaker, it’s an honour and a privilege for me to
rise today to introduce to you and through you to all members of
the Assembly three very proud guests here in recognition of the
40th anniversary of Dickinsfield Amity House, a not-for-profit
organization located in the wonderful community neighbourhood
of Evansdale, which is in the constituency of Edmonton-Decore.
My guests are seated in the members’ gallery, and I would ask
them to please rise and remain standing as I mention their names.
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Mrs. Carrie Thuesen, chairman of the board, Dickinsfield Amity
House; Ms Tracy Patience, executive director, Dickinsfield Amity
House; Mr. Ian St. Dennis, avid volunteer who assists with low-
income tax filings at Dickinsfield Amity House. I would now ask
the Assembly to provide the traditional warm welcome to my
guests this afternoon. Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort McMurray-Wood
Buffalo.

Mr. Allen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, it’s a pleasure today to
rise and introduce to you and through you to all members of this
Assembly a long-time friend and a constituent from Fort
McMurray-Wood Buffalo, Mr. Sheldon Murphy. Mr. Murphy is
the president of the Fort McMurray Fish and Game Association
and a hard-working Albertan who makes his living as a heavy-
equipment technician with Syncrude. I understand from Mr.
Murphy’s own words that it’s always been a strong dream to visit
what he considers the most prestigious building in Alberta. This
week, while in the capital city with his daughter to go to the
Motley Criie concert, he has a chance to make that true. Mr.
Murphy is seated in the members’ gallery, and I’d ask that he rise
to receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark,
leader of the Liberal opposition.

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to introduce
to you and through you to all members of this Assembly a young
man by the name of Andrew Tidswell. Andrew is a recent
graduate from Dalhousie University, majoring in political science.
Born and raised in Calgary, a good Alberta boy, Andrew is really
interested in politics and is happy to be present today. Perhaps one
day Andrew will be an MLA in the Legislature right here. I’d ask
Andrew to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly.

The Speaker: Thank you.

1:40 Members’ Statements

Dickinsfield Amity House 40th Anniversary

Mrs. Sarich: Mr. Speaker, it’s my honour and privilege to rise
today to help commemorate the 40th anniversary of Dickinsfield
Amity House. The Edmonton-Decore constituency is truly blessed
to have in the heart of the Evansdale community Dickinsfield
Amity House.

In 1972 Dickinsfield was a new subdivision in Edmonton, and
to improve the quality of life of the residents in the area, a number
of professionals established the Professionals for Progress group.
In 1973 this ambitious group successfully garnered support from
the Edmonton Housing Authority to open the We Care Centre,
which provided co-op babysitting and after school programming.
In 1974 We Care registered as a society, received funding from
the city of Edmonton preventive social services, now known as
Family and Community Support Services Association of Alberta,
and in 1977 changed its name to Dickinsfield Amity House. The
moniker “Amity,” a Cree word for friendship, especially between
nations, exemplifies the esprit de corps of this not-for-profit
organization. Dickinsfield Amity House is a welcoming, strong,
and vibrant family and community resource centre where allied
professionals and volunteers build relationships and provide a
wide range of support services and programs in direct response to
community needs.

Mr. Speaker, special thanks to the enormous leadership of this
fine organization. Also, my heartfelt gratitude to the many
volunteers whose relentless commitment, dedication, energy, and
efforts have transformed so many lives at Dickinsfield Amity
House. Together their steadfast effort and support ensure that
generations of children, youth, families, and people in the
community are offered vital programs and services for all age
groups. This is a living example of the Alberta spirit. Thank you
for adding immeasurably to our great city and province.

Once again, congratulations and best wishes to Dickinsfield
Amity House as you celebrate your 40th anniversary.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, followed by Edmonton-
McClung.

LGBTQ Student Supports

Ms Blakeman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today I will move first
reading of Bill 202, the Safe and Inclusive Schools Statutes
Amendment Act 2014. I came into politics to change the world,
and I have in some big ways. Today I'm trying to change it in
small ways, but it will be a big deal to those who will now be
included. I have been really struck by how, as we move forward as
a province and as a nation, we open up institutions, we include.
But the new Education Act didn’t include sexual minority gay and
lesbian students in section 33(2), the safe and caring policy to
reduce bullying.

As we well know, bullying can have terrible effects, and the
group with the highest suicide rate is sexual minority youth. So I
go looking and find that gay-straight peer support groups have
been proven to reduce suicide in our gay youth. Well, hot damn, I
can support those students by adding to the Education Act policy
to allow gay-straight alliances without taking away from anyone
else. And no euphemisms; if students want to call them gay-
straight alliances, they can.

And while I’m at it, we can include references to the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms and the Alberta Human Rights Act in the
Education Act — perfect —including our commitment to rights and
freedoms and responsibilities and obligations. And, hey, I’'m on a
roll. Section 11.1 of the Human Rights Act should be gone. Done.
In section 58 of the Education Act the parental opt-out clause can
be expanded beyond religious and patriotic instruction to have
sexual health education added in. So parents can in advance opt
their kids out of instruction on religion, patriotic duty, and sexual
health education.

It sounds like big changes, but really it’s just opening up to
include some kids that weren’t included before. Not so hard. I
hope you can support Bill 202.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-McClung, followed
by Edmonton-Riverview.

Edmonton-McClung Constituency Priorities

Mr. Xiao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government is under
new management, and with a new management comes updated
priorities. The five priorities laid out in the throne speech are
exactly what this province needs. I would like to take this
opportunity to talk about the two priorities that relate most to what
I have heard from my constituents in Edmonton-McClung.

Mr. Speaker, having a focused commitment to sound conser-
vative fiscal principles is the vital priority to ensuring that Alberta
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remains the economic leader of this country. Albertans elected
their government to use taxpayer dollars sensibly and efficiently. I
would like to thank my colleagues for their teamwork and
dedication to this commitment. Together we are making these
promises realities, and we are on our way to a better Alberta.
Alberta is growing at a very fast pace, and we need to be prepared,
and preparation is exactly what this new government offers.

The other issue I care deeply about, Mr. Speaker, which was
addressed in the government’s priorities, is seniors’ care. This
government worked very quickly to manage the needs of seniors.
It gives me great pleasure to recognize the seniors in my community
of Edmonton-McClung, who remind us of the important contrib-
utions that Alberta’s seniors continue to make to our society and our
families. About 8 per cent of my constituency of Edmonton-
McClung is compromised of seniors, and they have made their
priorities clear. I would like to assure my constituents and all
citizens of Alberta that our government will work diligently on your
behalf to preserve the priorities we were elected to uphold.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview,
followed by Livingstone-Macleod.

Edmonton Long-term Development

Mr. Young: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Since its inception in 1889
this organization that I rise to speak about today has consistently
presented a long-term visionary strategy to create important
commercially sustainable opportunities in the capital region,
including my own constituency of Edmonton-Riverview. Today,
over 125 years later, the Chamber of Commerce boasts nearly
3,000 corporate business members.

Within Edmonton and the capital region there is an excitement,
a buzz, if you will, which is being spearheaded by a number of
commercial leaders in our city, both new and long-standing
members of the chamber. Our city’s plan to vitalize Edmonton’s
downtown core has been received with optimism and enthusiasm.
These are now characterized by activities of community, com-
merce, sport, and entertainment. Mr. Speaker, one would be hard-
pressed to find a spot on the calendar without a festival or major
event in this city.

This isn’t just growth; it is quality of life in a dynamic city. This
will without doubt create greater opportunities for business
development and community development. The two initiatives
that have helped propel this success are the CRL and the
municipal sustainability initiative as well as partnerships in all
levels of government.

I would also like to highlight the tremendous impact our
postsecondary institutions have had in helping our city’s cosmo-
politan vision for the future through leading-edge, world-class
research and the cornerstone of the knowledge-based economy.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, the feeling of excitement currently being felt
in Edmonton and the capital region is one that is bursting with
anticipation, and it is only the beginning. I commend the
Edmonton Chamber of Commerce for being able to set a clear
path for our city’s long-term development. Without their forward-
thinking priorities our city would definitely be at a loss and not
what it is today.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Livingstone-Macleod,
followed by Calgary-East.

Rural Health Services

Mr. Stier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Every member of this House
wants to see our health care system fixed. This desire crosses
party lines and brings co-operation where it’s not often seen. Our
broken health care system affects each and every one of us, our
friends, and our families. Under our former Health minister’s
watch the issues in rural ambulance dispatch have gone from bad
to worse to a full-on crisis, with emergency wait times edging as
high as an hour in some parts of the province. For our friends and
families in rural and remote communities this can mean the
difference between life and death.

EMS personnel, health care experts, and the opposition sounded
the alarm over scarce emergency resources being flexed on
nonemergency interfacility transfers on numerous occasions.
Finally, last year, after immense pressure, the minister finally
admitted there was a problem and launched a review, but according
to southern Alberta EMS responders absolutely nothing has
changed. As it stands, ambulances still flex from region to region on
nonemergency calls, leaving entire corridors of the province dark.

The former minister and his associate had all year to fix this, but
instead they spent time campaigning this summer with the
Premier. It’s time to turn the page. Today we have a different
Health minister, a self-described expert. The minister said that he
wants to focus on this issue, and that’s great. The people he needs
to talk to aren’t hard to find. Some of them are sitting in this room.
We in the opposition have been ready, willing, and able to work
on this file for over a year. Now the question is: is the minister
ready to work, too?

1:50 Oral Question Period

The Speaker: Hon. members, you’re reminded that you have a
35-second limit to ask your question and a 35-second limit to
answer it.

Let us begin with the first main set of questions. The Leader of
Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition.

Provincial Fiscal Policies

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, yesterday I asked the Premier if he
believed his government has a spending problem that requires
more discipline or a revenue problem that requires more taxes. He
avoided the question. I gave him an opportunity to commit to
keeping the 10 per cent single rate of tax, that Albertans are so
proud of. He didn’t. Afterwards he admitted to the media that tax
increases are on his agenda. Can the Premier explain to Albertans,
who already pay the most per capita income tax in the entire
country, why he wants to raise their taxes?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, I don’t agree with the premise
of the question or some of the statistics that were cited. My
responsibility as Premier of this province is to operate the
government of Alberta and its public finances in a manner which
is prudent, which is cautious, which is balanced, and, specifically,
to balance the budget in this fiscal year, which we are currently in,
the 2014-2015 budget. We are into the second half of the year,
dealing with circumstances beyond anyone’s control relative to
low energy prices. We are very focused on balancing the budget
and stand by that commitment to Albertans.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, our low tax rates and our simple tax
structure are Alberta’s single greatest competitive edge. It has led
to a strong economy and plentiful, well-paying jobs. It’s resulted
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in Albertans paying the most income taxes on a per capita basis. |
can provide the reports on Monday, when we table it. Our
government doesn’t work. It couldn’t balance the budget at $100
oil. We have a real spending problem there. Why is the Premier
telling Albertans that the answer for his government’s spending
problem is to increase taxes on everyone?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear. Albertans are
already the lowest taxed people in Canada by a very, very wide
margin. I look forward to the statistics that the hon. member puts
forward. We have the lowest effective personal income tax rates in
the country. We have the highest personal exemptions. We have
the lowest combined federal-provincial income tax in the country.
We have no sales tax. We have the lowest gasoline tax. This
government is committed to ensuring that we maintain that
competitive advantage, and I will look forward to the hon.
member opposite supporting us.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, we pay the lowest rates, and that’s why it
generates the most tax revenue.

I can see that the absence of clarity is quickly becoming this
Premier’s hallmark. The Premier needs to come clean with
Albertans. All week I've been asking him if higher debt and
higher taxes are in the future for Albertans. In this place he avoids
answering. But now we know, just as the Member for Edmonton-
Gold Bar blurted out this fall, that every kind of tax increase is on
the table. Why won’t this Premier simply tell Albertans the truth,
that he plans to raise their taxes?

Mr. Prentice: Well, Mr. Speaker, as I said, the responsibility that
I have as Premier is to ensure that this province is operated in the
black ink, in a fiscally responsible way. We are in the second half
of the current year, dealing with $75 oil prices. We’ll continue to
manage our way through that. The Minister of Finance and I and
our entire government are very focused on spending: on
containing spending, on prudence, on discipline, on managing our
way through these circumstances. That is what Albertans expect
of us, and I certainly hope that the Leader of the Opposition and
her party will be supportive of that fiscal responsibility.

The Speaker: Second main set of questions. The Leader of the
Official Opposition.

Ms Smith: Well, Mr. Speaker, I can say it very clearly: Wildrose
does not support new taxes.

Ethics and Privacy Issues

Ms Smith: Yesterday [ asked the Premier about integrity,
specifically the lack of integrity of the Education minister’s
decision to queue-jump a request for modulars for a school in the
riding he was running in. The Premier and the minister say that
they were just listening to parents when they approved modulars
for William Reid ahead of six other schools with higher needs.
“Just listening to parents,” they said. Why did the government
ignore the pleas of the parents from Cranston, Evergreen, Louis
Riel, Coventry Hills, Radisson Park, and MidSun schools, which
were ranked higher on the priority list?

The Speaker: Hon. member, 1 just need to remind you of
something. I’ve been advised that a matter like this, I believe, may
have been referred to the Ethics Commissioner by yourself. 1
wonder if you could please just confirm whether or not that is the
case, because if it is the case, then, of course, subject to the
Conflicts of Interest Act, section 24(6), we’re on dangerously thin

ground. So, Opposition Leader, may I ask you to please comment
on whether or not that is the case.

Ms Smith: It is the case.

The Speaker: That is the case. If you could just, going forward . . .

Please have a seat, Airdrie.

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, if, going forward, you could just
recraft your question to be a matter of policy or a matter of service
or a matter of government program, then the question would be in
order.

I’ll ask the hon. Education minister if he wishes to make a
comment. If not, we’ll move to the first sup, recrafted.

The hon. Opposition House Leader.

Ms Smith: Well, Mr. Speaker, I will switch gears, then, and ask
another question.

Sticking with the topic of integrity, this summer Albertans
witnessed the spectacle of ministerial expense documents being
leaked by someone in this government. The media was sent the
cellphone bills of cabinet ministers. In the process an innocent
person’s identity was stolen, and the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act was broken. A police investigation began.
Premier Hancock also ordered an internal investigation. Can the
Premier update us on the status of either of those investigations?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice.

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. To the best of my
knowledge, that matter is under investigation by law enforcement,
and I would decline to comment further.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, we’ve been told that the new Premier
cancelled the internal investigation. We also understand that the
Calgary police have ended their investigation before even
interviewing the Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs, whose
information was illegally leaked. They also didn’t interview any
of the civil servants who were supposed to protect this
information. It seems to me that the Premier might have an
integrity problem in his government. Will the Premier call in the
Privacy Commissioner to independently investigate this serious
matter?

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, I’'m going to ask the Minister of Justice to
clarify whether this matter is under investigation by a source other
than the Ethics Commissioner, is it sub judice, or neither of the
two?

Mr. Denis: My understanding, Mr. Speaker, is that the Calgary
Police Service have an active investigation in this matter. | have
not checked in the last couple of weeks, but that remains my
understanding.

The Speaker: So the question stands, and the clarification has
been accepted.

Do you wish to comment further on the question?

If not, let us move on to the hon. Leader of the Official Opposi-
tion for your third and final main set of questions.

Misericordia Community Hospital

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For the third time in just over
a year the Misericordia hospital in Edmonton is flooded. This time
it’s really bad. The emergency room is closed, and patients are
being turned away. This government has known for some time
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that the Mis is in bad shape and needs immediate action, but the
government’s refusal to act has once again caused patients to
suffer. To the Minister of Health: how can he explain his govern-
ment’s failure to ensure that patients at the Misericordia are safe?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, the government of the province of
Alberta has invested $25 million in trying to ensure that the
Misericordia hospital continues to deliver the services to the
citizens of the west end of the city of Edmonton. This particular
issue was very concerning to all of us. They’re working very
diligently right now to ensure that all patients are kept safe.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The government has well
over half a billion dollars in deferred maintenance in health care
facilities. Today is a sobering reminder of what that means for
patients. The Misericordia hospital is literally falling apart. It has
flooded now three times over the last year. To the Minister of
Health. He has two choices: fix the hospital or build a new one.
What’s it going to be?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, we’ve taken a direction to invest $25
million over a period of time to try to ensure that this hospital
continues to operate in an effective way. We’re also looking at:
how do we build new acute-care facilities across the province?
We’re doing that throughout the province now, with new facilities
in Grande Prairie and other places. We’ll continue to do that.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Minister, the roof may literally
cave in at this hospital.

Now, I’ll cut the minister a little bit of slack because he’s pretty
new on this job, but I won’t be forgiving of all of those who are
sitting around him. This is on them. They’ve ignored these issues
for too long. To the Premier. This has been a priority for Alberta
Health Services for years. We cannot wait for more delays or
more reviews. What is he going to do about it right now?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, the government of Alberta is doing all
we can at this point in time by ensuring that the current situation is
taken care of. The people at the location are ensuring that all steps
are being taken to make sure that patients are taken care of and
that the conditions will be reinstated as soon as possible.

2:00 Education Rights in Morinville

Mr. Hehr: The Premier pontificated that the Alberta constitution
may somehow tie his hands when it comes to allowing Alberta
kids to establish gay-straight alliances. Now, he may be playing
fast and loose with that interpretation, but one thing that is clear is
that under the Alberta Act of 1905 all communities are entitled to
a public school. Morinville, a community of 10,000 people, a vast
majority of whom are non-Catholic, has no access to a public
option past grade 7. Why isn’t the Premier fulfilling this govern-
ment’s obligation to provide a public school for these parents and
kids?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member opposite for the
question. It’s a very important one. The local MLAs in that area,
working with our government, of course, recognize the growing
enrolment pressures that we have on some of our schools. Recently
government organized a value scoping exercise along with officials
from the Sturgeon school division, the parents, and community
members to explore public school options for Morinville. We’re

working closely with the community to determine the best approach
to providing public education in Morinville. We look forward to a
proposal coming forward to us.

Mr. Hehr: Well, I’d ask the Minister of Education this. It is a
constitutional obligation of your government to provide public
schools for children in the Morinville community. Why is it not
following through on these constitutional obligations mandated by
the foundation of this province?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, we take very seriously our responsibility
to provide quality education for all students in our province. The
value scoping exercise I mentioned has provided an opportunity to
ensure the community has the information and transparency
needed to come forward with an informed decision on the best
approach. Community members participated in preparing options.
Those will go to the school board, and the board will then submit
its proposal to the government. We look forward to receiving that
proposal.

Mr. Hehr: Well, I’d ask the minister how any of that answer
provides any restitution for the people in Morinville on having
their constitutional mandate fulfilled of having a public school
option for their children in that community.

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, as a province we’ve embarked on the
most expansive school infrastructure project in Canadian history
to address school shortages. We’re going to continue to invest in
schools right across the province. Sturgeon school division’s
requirements, once they’re confirmed by the board, will be
considered seriously as we move forward investing in school
infrastructure for the future.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, leader
of the ND opposition.

Misericordia Community Hospital
(continued)

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The NDP has been demand-
ing action to repair and replace the Misericordia hospital for
several years now. The government has dismissed our concerns
along with the concerns of front-line health care providers,
patients, and their families. Well, today we understand that the
cafeteria roof in the Misericordia, which has been leaking for
years, has collapsed. To the Premier: why has his government,
through their incompetence and their grossly negligent behaviour,
been allowed to put the health and safety of Albertans at risk?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, we have tried to make sure that the
Misericordia hospital is operating as well as possible by supplying
$25 million to it to ensure that it will continue to operate in an
effective way.

Ms Notley: I am quite concerned by the failure of either the
Premier or the Health minister to take this issue seriously.
Twenty-five million dollars is not relevant. What’s relevant is that
a roof collapsed, west Edmonton has no ER, and there are no
diagnostic services right now. Meanwhile we have a minister who
thinks this issue requires more study. To the Premier: do you really
think your minister’s judgment that this requires still more study
really warrants the faith and trust of Albertans for him in his role?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, we take very seriously the issues at
Misericordia hospital as well as any hospital throughout the
province of Alberta. We will make sure we do all things to ensure
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these hospitals are managed properly and they’re taken care of

properly.
Thank you.

Ms Notley: Wow. Well, Mr. Speaker, years of Tory neglect both
here in the House and generally in doing their job have come
home to roost. West Edmonton has no emergency room, no
diagnostics, and a collapsed roof in its cafeteria. To the Premier:
what are you going to do to ensure that members of your govern-
ment are held accountable for this profoundly irresponsible level
of neglect?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, as I’ve already said, we’re doing all
we can at this time. We also know there’s a need for acute-care
improvements across the province of Alberta. We continue to look
at that, and we’ll continue to do that.

Landowner Property Rights Legislation

Mr. Barnes: Yesterday, the environment minister said that
property rights are, and I quote, well protected under current
legislation, suggesting he doesn’t understand either property rights
or his government’s legislation. For instance, Bill 36, the Alberta
Land Stewardship Act, prevents any person with a cause of
action from bringing an application before the court, when
access to the judicial system is a basic hallmark of western
democracy. To the Premier: your promised first bill was to re-
establish property rights for Albertans, not kick the can down the
road. Does your government really believe landowners shouldn’t
have an opportunity. . .

The Speaker: Hon. member, I’'m sorry. The 35 seconds has
expired.
Let’s go to the minister of environment.

Mr. Fawcett: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. This govern-
ment introduced a few years ago the Alberta Land Stewardship
Act to bring sense and planning to a very rapidly growing
province. Subsequent to that, there were a number of amendments
made based on consultation with landowners that dealt with some
issues within that original legislation to improve the rights of
landowners in respect to that legislation.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Mr. Barnes: No compensation, no court.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the sweeping draconian
nature of Bill 36 suppresses a landowner’s right to fair compen-
sation and access to the courts and states that the act will prevail in
all matters of dispute over the landowners you’re pretending to
protect, does your government have plans to do the right thing by
all Albertans, stop this charade, and repeal Bill 36?

Mr. Fawcett: Mr. Speaker, no, we will not repeal Bill 36. This is
a piece of legislation that is very, very important to our integrated
resource management system, that will allow us to develop our
resources and our economy in a very responsible manner. What
the Premier has introduced is a bill that addresses some of the
concerns of landowners, Bill 1, as well as to ask the all-party
committee to look at the recommendations brought forward by the
Property Rights Advocate, and we will undertake that work.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.

Mr. Barnes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. While the government’s
decision to repeal Bill 19 is welcome, it’s a moot point because it

doesn’t change the fact that it was never enacted. And Bill 36,
which is significantly more unfair in matters of compensation and
appeal, trumps it anyway. Given this, do you stand by your
comments that Bill 36 sufficiently protects the rights of land-
owners to access the courts and compensation when this bill can
be used as a big stick in negotiations and binds landowners to this
government’s incompetency, or would you like to take this
opportunity to clarify?

Mr. Fawcett: Mr. Speaker, any time under Bill 36 and any time
with respect to any legislation in this province that landowners are
asked to give up their property rights for the overall good of the
province and the public, they will have access to appropriate
mechanisms such as access to compensation and access to the
courts. It’s something that this government takes very seriously.
We will stand behind that, and we will let the all-party committee
do its work and see what we come up with.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Grande Prairie-Smoky,
followed by Strathmore-Brooks.

Rural Issues

Mr. McDonald: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today at the
AAMD and C fall conference we heard loud and clear from our
rural counterparts on the need and the growth that we’re having in
rural Alberta. The question that I have here today is for the
Minister of Municipal Affairs. Given that we’ve heard so loud and
clear from our rural libraries, what is the minister going to be
doing to help fund the growth that we’re seeing in rural Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Mrs. McQueen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I thank the
hon. member for his question. First, I’d like to say that I’ve had a
great three days at AAMD and C. I want to thank Bob Barss, our
president of AAMD and C, for his work and congratulate the
incoming president, Al, as well.

Mr. Speaker, I spent a number of years on the board of the
Yellowhead regional library. I’'m a very strong supporter, as is our
government, with regard to our libraries. We currently are
providing $26 million this year and an additional $4 million to
support IT in advancement. We are proud of the over 300 libraries
we have in our province, and this government will continue to
support them.

2:10

The Speaker: Thank you.
First supplemental.

Mr. McDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The second item that
we heard loud and clear today was on high-speed Internet. High-
speed Internet is very prevalent in the major urban areas, but rural
Alberta still suffers on high-speed Internet, especially in our
business communities that are out working in the oil fields. To the
same minister: could you give us some clarification on when
you’re going to invest in rural Alberta?

Mr. Khan: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to thank the hon. Member for
Grande Prairie-Smoky for this important question. As he identifies,
not only is high-speed Internet a crucial business tool for rural
development; high-speed Internet has become a crucial component
just for quality of life for all Albertans, including those in rural
Alberta. That’s why the Premier has made access to and
expanding of high-speed Internet the number one issue on my
mandate letter. That’s why I’ve been busy working with the
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Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, and I continue to
work with our stakeholders in the corporate and municipal sectors
to deliver high-speed Internet to Alberta.

The Speaker: The final supplemental.

Mr. McDonald: Yeah. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This one is for
my colleague the Transportation minister. It’s something that I
think he heard quite clearly today, but Id just like to reaffirm his
commitment to the roads and bridges files in rural Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Transportation.

Mr. Drysdale: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, we did hear very
loud and clear this morning from our AAMD and C partners. You
know, I met with several of them over the last couple of days and
had the same message that roads and bridges are one of their top
priorities. I agree a hundred per cent with that. This year we’ve
invested more than $735 million in road rehabilitation for our
existing infrastructure. Much of this is going to rural Alberta.
We’ll continue to work with our municipalities as well as industry
to find innovative partnerships that will bridge that funding gap.

The Speaker: Strathmore-Brooks, followed by Lesser Slave Lake.

Wheatland County Roads

Mr. Hale: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Transportation
minister is going to hear it again. Residents in the Wheatland and
Newell counties are driving on highways with growing potholes
and shrinking embankments. It’s dangerous and is sparking
outrage. I know the Transportation minister recently met with
these folks, but without a clear priority list for maintenance
projects or a firm commitment from the government we have no
timeline when these highways will get fixed. With the safety of
Albertans at risk can the minister give commuters a firm timeline
when these troubling highways will be fixed?

Mr. Drysdale: Well, Mr. Speaker, you know, as I said, I met with
lots of municipalities, and every member in this House in their
constituencies have road priorities. Every Albertan probably has
road priorities. Safety is number one. When we look at all the
priorities from across the province, we evaluate them, and safety
is number one. We have a good technical evaluation process that
measures the roughness and the condition of the road. Also,
budget has a lot to do with which roads get built and the priority.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Mr. Hale: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that it took over
two years for the government to fix highway 841 after half the
highway slid down the bank and given that highway 569 has still
not received any care, will the minister meet the requests of
Wheatland county and devolve the responsibilities to the local
experts so Albertans can use these highways safely?

Mr. Drysdale: Well, Mr. Speaker, as I said, I met specifically
with Wheatland county, and I know their concerns. But every
municipality has concerns with roads, and we have a
responsibility to balance the budget of this province with the
priorities. I’d like to rebuild every road in the province of Alberta,
but we know that isn’t possible given the fiscal situation. I can’t
understand the members across. One minute they’re saying that
we should cut spending; the next minute they’re wanting us to
spend more.

Mr. Hale: Mr. Speaker, we’re worried about saving the lives of
our constituents that are going to fall off these beaten-up roads.

Given that highway 876 serves as a crucial access point from
highway 1 to one of Alberta’s most popular provincial parks,
Dinosaur provincial park, and given the mix of industrial trucks
and family vehicles travelling on highway 876, which is danger-
ous and barely passable after a rain, when will the minister ensure
that this highway is fixed or cost share the project with a very
willing county of Newell?

Mr. Drysdale: Well, Mr. Speaker, it’s the same question. We
work with all of them. There are priorities. I am working with the
county there, and we’re working in partnerships, but like I said,
we’ve got to stack all the priorities of everybody in the province
up. We do the most we can with the money we’re given. Be
assured that I take safety very seriously. Safety is number one, and
we look after that.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lesser Slave Lake, followed
by Calgary-Mountain View.

Northland School Division

Ms Calahasen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. An inquiry was
conducted at Northland school division, and an engagement
committee report was completed in January 2011. Included in the
report were five priority recommendations to improve education
for over 2,700 students. To the Minister of Education: given that it
is now 2014 and my peeps are getting more and more restless,
when can they expect a detailed position and response from the
minister on the recommendations?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for the question. All
students in Alberta deserve a quality education, and certainly
those in Northland school division are no exception. We’re
working with the school division and with local communities on
improving student learning, ensuring effective governance of
schools in the region. A number of the recommendations in the
Northland inquiry team report, which I’ve had the opportunity to
read through, have been implemented. We’re starting to see some
great successes; for example, we’ve taken steps to address teacher
and principal recruitment and retention, and we’re now seeing
some improvements in those areas.

Ms Calahasen: Mr. Speaker, I'm so pleased to see that at least
this minister is reading the report. The people have been waiting,
waiting, waiting. It’s a waiting game. To the same minister. My
constituents have been waiting for so long. When can we see
action, direction, and implementation of all the recommendations?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, a number of the recommendations, I
believe 12 of them, have been implemented already, and the
others are under consideration. We have started seeing some good
successes. Another example over the last few years: the number of
students dropping out of high school has decreased. The number
of students completing their high school program, transitioning to
postsecondary, and writing provincial diploma exams has also
increased. A good-news story.

Ms Calahasen: To the same minister: will there finally be an
executive school board put back in place so that the people with
Northland school division can also exercise the same democratic
right that all other school jurisdictions in Alberta enjoy and be
able to determine their own educational future?
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Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, a very important issue raised by the
member. We’re going to continue listening to the local community
and work in partnership to ensure that we get the changes that
need to be put in place right. In order to address some of the issues
around governance, we need to amend the Northland School
Division Act, and we’ll be engaging in community conversations
to develop principles, visions, and values for an amended piece of
legislation.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View, followed by
Edmonton-Calder.

Child Care Supports

Dr. Swann: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Today is
Universal Children’s Day, and in light of no action on child
poverty by this government and in light of the Health minister’s
recent decision in favour of big tobacco, it’s fitting that we
question the PC government’s commitment to putting children
first. The Public Interest Alberta report released today shows more
families struggling to find and pay for daycare, with the cost per
child at $900 per month, full-day kindergarten cheaper, at $750
per month. To the Minister of Human Services: when will this
government keep its promise for full-day kindergarten . . .

The Speaker: Hon. member, sorry to interrupt, but 35 seconds
has gone by.
Let’s go to the hon. Minister of Human Services.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is indeed
international day of the child. We know in Human Services that
children are our focus. We also know that with the supports we
provide, where they’re for child care, parents do have the choice.
We know that there are 2,300 licensed child daycare programs
here in Alberta. In 2013 families received the full subsidy of $268
per month.

Dr. Swann: Mr. Speaker, given the scarcity of safe and affordable
child care in Alberta the Liberals have also been calling on the
government to ensure that more of these child spaces are available
and affordable, subsidized. Will the minister please help release
the burden on high-cost child care by supporting the Alberta call
for the creation of a universal low-cost child care program in
Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last year we
increased the spaces by about 4,700 child care spaces, for a total
of over 100,000 spaces across Alberta. We know that many people
are coming to Alberta, but we also know that we need to give
parents a choice as to where they put their children, whether it’s in
a day home or a daycare. At the end of the day, for me, it’s
something that I’'m looking at very carefully. Again, top of mind.
Children always will come first.

2:20

Dr. Swann: Mr. Speaker, my final question is to the Education
minister. Given that in the past five years the renowned early
childhood mapping project has assisted government and commu-
nities in addressing thousands of children with developmental
delays, learning problems, behaviour disorders, and mental health
issues, why is the minister cutting this important work?

Mr. Dirks: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member opposite for the
question. I’'m new in the role, of course, so I’'m still getting up to
speed on all of the issues. My colleague might be able to respond
to this issue better than I might, but I will certainly take the
member’s question under advisement.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for
Chestermere-Rocky View.

Edmonton-Calder, followed by

Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government was
elected by promising to eliminate child poverty and to bring more
low-income Albertans into the workforce. Those in the know
understand that comprehensive, affordable, high-quality child care
is fundamental to meeting those goals. Unfortunately, a new report
proves that this government is failing Alberta families on child
care. To the Premier: is your government going to be remaining
lost in this Leave It to Beaver understanding of modern families,
or will you finally commit to a meaningful child care plan that our
province needs?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Human Services.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m happy to
address this question again. I think it’s important to note that of
over 80,000 children that are enrolled in child care programs,
25,000 children receive a full or partial care subsidy, and that’s
very important to this ministry. Again, helping low-income
families with some of the issues that they have, whether it’s
through the parent link centres or providing supports like that
through Human Services, is what we will be doing.

Mr. Eggen: Given that on Tuesday the Ontario Legislature
endorsed a federal NDP plan for a $15 per day child care plan and
given that in this province we invest less than all but one other
province, Mr. Speaker, to the Premier. We have a child care crisis
here in the province of Alberta, but the issue does not even
warrant a mention in your throne speech. Why?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Human Services.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s really important
that we focus on helping low-income families find quality child
care. That’s the focus we’re going to take, and that’s what I’ll be
working on, especially when we look at the early years strategy
and look at the issues of child poverty as well.

Mr. Eggen: Well, given that there is a crisis-level shortage of
child care spaces, especially for infants and special-needs kids, not
just low income, Mr. Speaker, and that when you do find a space,
the average cost is about a thousand dollars per month per child
and that even the safety is not guaranteed for all people, not just
low income, to the Premier again. You need to take action on this
issue. When will you do so, sir?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again, it’s about
parents having the choice where they need to put their children.
We know that it’s very important to support the families on lower
incomes, but again, it’s having families access some of the other
supports that we provide through Human Services, some of the
many supports through parent link centres, and some of the other
aspects that we do to support families.

The Speaker: Thank you.
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Calgary Area Flood Mitigation

Mr. McAllister: Mr. Speaker, a short time ago the government
made an announcement on flood mitigation, and it probably
wasn’t coincidental that that came on the eve of a by-election. Of
three potential projects they propose a giant dry reservoir in
Springbank. Many of us, even the mayor of Calgary, sounded the
alarm, saying that we have yet to see any proposals or engineering
projects. Now, surely the government wouldn’t proceed with a
project of this magnitude without those, so I ask the environment
minister today: have you completed these, and will you make
them public?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Environment and Sustainable
Resource Development.

Mr. Fawcett: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. There has been
substantial work looking at a number of options when it comes to
flood mitigation along the Elbow River, and what we’ve done is
that we’re taking a look at what the environmental impacts of all
of them are, what the impacts to landowners are, what the
financial impacts of these projects are. At this point in time, with
all of the information that we’ve been able to gather, we’ve
decided that the best one to move forward on right now is the
room for the river concept in Springbank.

Mr. McAllister: If you’re keeping track in your programs, the
answer is: no, we have not.

Mr. Speaker, upstream of Springbank is the community of
Bragg Creek. It suffered tremendous damage. They’re still
rebuilding from the last flood. The community of Redwood
Meadows, through God’s grace and a Herculean effort, survived.
The McLean Creek project is upstream of these communities. It
would make sense to build this project. Given that it is on Crown
land, residents and community leaders want to know: why are you
steamrolling over the rights of landowners in Springbank when
this option exists and it hasn’t been explored?

Mr. Fawcett: Mr. Speaker, there’s so much wrong with the
preamble in that question. What we are doing is working with
Rocky View county there to develop a number of flood protection
options that they can implement. We provided them with a grant
to do the engineering on that. That community will be protected,
and we’re committed to that.

Mr. McAllister: The only thing wrong is that you shot before
aiming.

Given that landowners understandably don’t have a lot of trust
in this government when it comes to property rights, understand-
ing that community leaders and residents feel that you have
completely left them out of the process, Minister, will you table
the engineering reports and studies showing why you chose this
project, along with the financial estimates, including the estimated
cost of land acquisition, or are you clearly telling Albertans that
you have not done due diligence?

Mr. Fawcett: Mr. Speaker, it’s been about 17, 18 months since
the floods of 2013. Our government committed shortly after that
to make sure that we improve and implement a number of flood
mitigation projects, and we’ve done substantial work on that. You
know, we would be more than happy to sit down with the member
and show him all of the work that we’ve done. We have gotten to
a point where we’ve been able to move forward with the project,
that is going to provide significant protection to the big commu-

nities of Calgary from a flood of this nature again in the future,
and we must do that right now. We don’t have the time to wait
like the hon. member suggests.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-South, followed by
Medicine Hat.

Seniors’ Housing in Red Deer

Mr. Dallas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The government of Alberta
owns two surplus long-term care sites in Red Deer that are now no
longer suitable to be used for long-term care due to their age and
condition. As I understand it, these buildings are due to be
demolished. My first question is to the Minister of Infrastructure.
What is the timeline to have these sites cleared for use by other
government departments?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Infrastructure.

Mr. Bhullar: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. At present
we’re looking at other potential uses for these sites, and I believe
we’ll be able to move forward in a very swift manner.

Mr. Dallas: Mr. Speaker, my supplemental questions are to the
Minister of Seniors. Once these sites are cleared, is the minister
planning to utilize these sites to provide much-needed affordable
housing, lodges, or assisted living for Red Deer residents and
seniors?

The Speaker: The Seniors minister.

Mr. J. Johnson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That’s a good question
from the hon. member. I can tell you that one of my very first
meetings when I became Seniors minister was set up by him, with
the mayor of the city of Red Deer and the Member for Red Deer-
South, to look at their housing situation. We’re working with the
Minister of Infrastructure. I can tell you that my staff will be on-
site next week or by the end of the month, having to look at the
appropriateness of these sites. These are taxpayer assets. If there is
any way that we can put them to work in future plans to help
seniors, we have a great appetite to do that.

Mr. Dallas: Well, that’s good news, Mr. Speaker, but in the
meantime — and it takes some time to develop these — what other
options has the minister got for seniors in Red Deer in terms of
housing options?

Mr. J. Johnson: Mr. Speaker, the government is committed to
providing safe, affordable, quality housing that meets the diverse
needs of all our seniors, and in Red Deer there are various options.
We know that there are challenges because of tighter supplies, but
one of the great mandates we have from the Premier is to develop
a provincial housing strategy and look at all of our assets. We also
had the recent announcements, which you know about. But most
seniors in that community and others should work with their
regional housing management bodies, that are supported by this
province to do affordable housing. I can also give you the good
news that there are about 120 supportive living projects, or units,
in Red Deer under construction right now or with the sod ready to
be turned.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Medicine Hat, followed by Calgary-West.
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Medical Laboratory Services in Medicine Hat

Mr. Pedersen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. AHS has announced
their plans to close a Medicine Hat diagnostics lab and centralize
all of the testing at the Medicine Hat regional hospital. Not only is
this bad news for patients, but it means layoffs for hard-working
front-line staff. Even worse, this was done without compassion.
The staff had to find out through the media. Now, I know that the
minister is new on the job, but he is responsible for AHS, so can
he explain this new strategy of announcing dangerous central-
ization plans, layoffs, and closures through the media?

2:30
The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Mr. Mandel: Yes, Mr. Speaker. This was a step taken in order to
reduce the costs of lab work in Medicine Hat and was done to be
more fiscally prudent.

Mr. Pedersen: Mr. Speaker, given that the minister said that
moving testing from the diagnostic lab to the regional hospital was
planned all along, he’s either not telling the truth, or he’s
completely misinformed. It’s never been in the plans. How does
he intend to ensure that these services are still accessible, there are
no lapses in testing, and the patients of Medicine Hat don’t have to
see their health put at risk?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, there’s no intent to put anybody at
risk. The procedures will continue. Tests will be taken and given
at a better facility.

Mr. Pedersen: Mr. Speaker, given that AHS has done a cost
analysis and stated that there will be $5 million saved over five
years, can the minister please explain how many job losses and
reduced services there will be to create these cost savings?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, I’ve been informed that there will be
no job losses and that there will be substantial savings. Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-West, followed by
Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills.

Calgary Ring Road Completion

Mr. Ellis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Last fall this
government signed a historic land transfer agreement with the
Tsuu T’ina First Nation that will see 421 hectares of land
transferred to the government for the completion of the Stoney
Trail ring road in Calgary. This agreement has now been in place
for over a year. Can the Minister of Transportation please give this
House an update on the construction schedule for this project?

Mr. Drysdale: Thank you to the hon. member for the question. I
know he’ll do a great job to advocate for the people of Calgary-
West. Mr. Speaker, construction can’t begin on the final leg of the
Calgary ring road until the land transfer agreement with the Tsuu
T’ina First Nation is complete. My department continues to work
with our partners in the federal government and the Tsuu T’ina
nation to complete the agreement. We expect the agreement to be
completed by 2015, and in the meantime we continue to move
forward with detailed engineering design and an environmental
impact assessment.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Mr. Ellis: Thank you, Minister, and thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Given that Calgarians are also concerned about the overall cost of

these final two sections of the ring road and that reports indicate
costs in the neighbourhood of $5 billion, can the minister please
explain this unusually high price tag and detail any measures his
department is taking to ensure Albertans receive the best value for
their tax dollars?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Drysdale: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To be frank, it’s much
too early to begin serious talk about cost estimates. The ballpark
estimate that’s been circulating is just that, a ballpark. We have
yet to determine if the project will be delivered using a P3 model
or through a more traditional tendering model. This will affect the
overall cost. We will make this decision based on which delivery
method will provide the best overall value for Albertans. I'm
confident that we can get good value for our money, and I’'m
committed to delivering this project in a financially responsible
manner.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.

Mr. Ellis: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, Minister. My
final question is to the same minister. Given that my constituents
in Calgary-West have expressed concerns that noise from the road
will negatively impact their quality of life, are there contingencies
in place to ensure that all the communities bordering the ring road
will not be affected by traffic noise?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Drysdale: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My department has strict
noise guidelines that state that we must consider sound barriers for
noise levels that exceed 65 decibels on average over a 24-hour
period. If once construction is complete and the road is open to
traffic the noise levels exceed this threshold at any location along
the route, we’ll take steps to address the issue.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills,
followed by Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

Rural Physician Recruitment

Mr. Rowe: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Canadian Screen Award
winning film called The Grand Seduction described the very real
problem of rural Canadian communities like mine which struggle
to recruit doctors. Many towns are forced to offer massive
incentives and beg on our hands and knees not only to recruit
doctors but to have them stay. No matter what part of the province
you live in, you should never have to drive hours to receive a
checkup or treatment. It’s clear that the Alberta rural physician
action plan isn’t working in my riding and many others. What is
the Health minister going to do to fix it?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Mr. Mandel: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We’re very concerned
about rural Alberta, ensuring that they do have adequate support
from their physician community. This is a challenge, and we have
developed a rural action plan. That is helping. Also, we’ve
invested a tremendous amount more money in other programs and
will continue to support rural Alberta.

The Speaker: First supplemental.

Mr. Rowe: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that it is very difficult
for rural Alberta to compete with larger communities in attracting
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doctors to their communities and given that rural residents who
are trained in Alberta are more likely to return to rural Alberta to
practise medicine, what is this Health minister going to do to
ensure that we are training more doctors in our own backyards?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, there are programs out of the
University of Calgary medical school that are looking to imple-
ment places within rural Alberta to train physicians, and we’re
encouraging that. We think that the more that can be trained in
rural Alberta, the more will stay in rural Alberta, and we think
that’s a very positive step.

Mr. Rowe: Given the fact that we cannot train enough doctors
locally quick enough to meet the needs of today and the limited
success of the rural Alberta physician action plan, what will this
Health minister do to encourage the college of physicians to
reduce barriers for internationally trained doctors to come to rural
Alberta?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, we hope that through a process of
encouraging doctors to come to the province of Alberta from
around the world and making sure that that process allows them to
move through the system quickly, they will choose rural Alberta
but choose in the way of choice rather than of obligation.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne,
followed by Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills.

Forestry Industry

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The forest industry is
firing on all cylinders, whether it’s in Alberta or many juris-
dictions across North America. I’'m proud to come from a forest
community, you know. The single biggest threat to our healthy
forests is the pine beetle. To the Minister of ESRD: are you
confirmed and committed to the pine beetle strategy in this
province?

Mr. Fawcett: Mr. Speaker, obviously, having a healthy forest is a
very important aspect of a healthy forestry industry and in making
sure that it’s economically viable. This government has committed
about $40 million this year to continue our fight against the
mountain pine beetle. We have done a very good job of holding it
off and making sure that it doesn’t spread. We will continue to be
committed to that as the forestry sector is very, very important to
many of the communities in our province, as the member said.

Mr. VanderBurg: To the Treasurer. Lumber prices today are
exceeding $375 U.S. per thousand, predicted to be over $500 per
thousand. Is this going to help your shortfall in the budget?

The Speaker: The hon. President of Treasury Board.

Mr. Campbell: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. We’re always
happy to see the forestry industry do well although with oil at $75
a barrel it won’t help us considerably. More importantly, the
forestry industry pays some of the highest wages anywhere in the
province, and more than 50 communities in rural Alberta depend
on forestry to be sustainable. So good forest prices and the fact
that we’re selling lumber across North America and the rest of the
world is good for Alberta.

Mr. VanderBurg: The next question is to the Minister of
Municipal Affairs. Building codes prevent the use of more Alberta
wood products in our structures, especially those greater than
three storeys. This is an opportunity for Alberta. Would you

support the changes in regulations to use more wood products in
structures greater than three storeys?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Mrs. McQueen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. That member has
had three excellent questions. Like this hon. member, I am an
MLA with forestry in my constituency as well. I have had the
opportunity, like this member, to go to other provinces that have
built wood structures higher than three storeys. Absolutely, if a
piece of legislation came through, we would support this. It’s
outstanding for the forest industry. Great question.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two
Hills.

Mr. Saskiw: I’m not sure I can follow that, Mr. Speaker.

Regional Dialysis Service

Mr. Saskiw: Lac La Biche was promised a dialysis bus; then it
was delayed. We finally got a dialysis bus, but there was no staff
to run it. Then the bus broke down. It might actually be funny if it
wasn’t a matter of life and death. Now with winter coming, the
bus just sits in front of the hospital. This leaves me wondering:
why aren’t the dialysis units being permanently moved from the
bus into the hospital?

Mr. Mandel: That’s a very good question, Mr. Speaker. I’ve had
an opportunity to meet with the community of Lac La Biche, and
we’re looking into that as we speak right now.

2:40

Mr. Saskiw: Given that there are other communities such as
Athabasca that could use a dialysis bus, why doesn’t the
government simply move the dialysis units from the bus into the
Lac La Biche hospital to free up the bus so that it could be used
elsewhere, in places like Athabasca?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, there are well over 2,000 people in the
province of Alberta that have to go through dialysis. We need to
find ways in which as many people as possible can have access to
dialysis, and the hon. member has given a good suggestion. We’ll
see what happens.

The Speaker: Final supplemental.

Mr. Saskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that northern
Albertans who require dialysis must travel up to four hours each
way to receive treatment, doesn’t the minister care that many
people are being forced to move away from their homes,
communities, and their loved ones?

Mr. Mandel: Mr. Speaker, we have added dialysis machines to
Westlock, Fort McMurray, and other areas around the province.
We’re very concerned about people and making sure they get
dialysis as close as they can to their particular communities.

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. members.

The bell has rung, so that means that question period time has
expired. However, you should know that as a result of fairly short
answers, mostly, and some short questions we had 102 questions
and answers offered today. One hundred and two. We haven’t
reached that mark in a long time. Those of you who were co-
operating, with decorum and good order, I thank very much
because it allowed a few more questions to get up today.
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Statement by the Speaker

Oral Question Period Rules

The Speaker: Secondly, on the issue of preambles I did note
yesterday and today that a lot of people went beyond the rule, so
to speak, that preambles should not accompany or be in front of
the supplementals. However, I always use the words “should not”
in conjunction with some temperance, and if the preambles were
of a high level, then I tended to let them go because “should not”
has a lot of wiggle room, as you know. So if you’re in agreement
with that, I’ll try to do the same thing come next week.

The big winner today was a whole week with no points of order.
Let us hope that continues.

My final point is to mention that I just do my best to enforce the
rules; I don’t set them. So to those of you who sent me notes about
the Conflicts of Interest Act, it’s section 24(6), and it reads as
follows: “Where a matter has been referred to the Ethics Commis-
sioner under subsection (1), (3) or (4), neither the Legislative
Assembly nor a committee of the Assembly shall inquire into the
matter.” So I hope that suffices for those of you who wrote to me
on that issue.

Members’ Statements
(continued)

The Speaker: Let us continue with Calgary-East.

Bullying Awareness and Prevention

Mr. Amery: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to
acknowledge an important awareness campaign currently going
on. November 16 to 22 marks National Bullying Awareness
Week, now in its 12th year. Its goal is to increase our awareness
and understanding of the horrific impacts of bullying and promote
prevention of bullying behaviour.

Each year the government of Alberta is proud to take part in
National Bullying Awareness Week. This week, Mr. Speaker,
serves as a great opportunity to address this issue with local
communities. A recent Ipsos-Reid study in 2014 revealed that 1 in
3 Albertans believe bullying is a normal part of growing up. That
belief is most prevalent among 16- to 34-year-old males. Provid-
ing more cause for concern is that the number continues to rise,
increasing 6 per cent since 2012. Initiatives such as National
Bullying Awareness Week are important because they work to
counteract upward trends like this.

Bullying is in no way, Mr. Speaker, a normal part of growing
up. It takes a tremendous toll on individuals’ confidence and self-
esteem, affects their school or workplace performance, and under-
mines the strength of our communities. We must continue to
change the perception that bullying is an acceptable behaviour.
One way we can change that is by participating and leading events
as part of National Bullying Awareness Week.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to encourage
my colleagues to take part in one of the many bullying prevention
events happening this week. A list of events around the province
of Alberta can be found at humanservices.alberta.ca/bullying.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Notices of Motions
The Speaker: The Minister of Justice and Solicitor General.

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I rise pursuant to
Standing Order 34(3) to advise the House that on Monday,

November 24, 2014, written questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 14, 23, and
30 will be dealt with.

Also on Monday, November 24, 2014, motions for returns 1, 2,
4,5,9,10, 11, 13, and 14 will be dealt with, sir.

Introduction of Bills

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain
House-Sundre.

Bill 201
Electric Utilities (Transparency in Billing)
Amendment Act, 2014

Mr. Anglin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Hopefully, there won’t be a
point of order on this one.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to request leave to introduce Bill 201,
the Electric Utilities (Transparency in Billing) Amendment Act,
2014.

The purpose of the bill is to increase transparency in billing, but
more importantly, it proposes to standardize consumer utility bills
so that retail consumers can be better informed about market
options. Hopefully, the new standardized variable market rate on
this utility bill should help expand competition as consumers
become better informed and better equipped to compare prices and
market options.

[Motion carried; Bill 201 read a first time]

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Bill 202
Safe and Inclusive Schools Statutes
Amendment Act, 2014

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’'m very
pleased to introduce Bill 202, Safe and Inclusive Schools Statutes
Amendment Act, 2014.

This bill proposes three small additions to the Education Act
and one deletion from the Human Rights Act. It deletes section
11.1 from the Human Rights Act but strengthens and widens
section 58 of the Education Act, which is the existing parental opt-
out section for religion and patriotic exercise, by adding in sexual
health. Parents can still opt their kids out if they don’t want their
kids in sex ed.

In the Education Act’s section 33(2) on welcoming, caring, and
safe environments to reduce bullying, it adds in that the policy
must accommodate students who want to lead organizations that
are gay-straight alliances, and they may call them by that name.

Finally, like two previous versions of the Education Act, there
will be a clause that references the Charter and the Alberta Human
Rights Act as reflective of our values.

So, a parental opt-out on sexual health, accommodation of
GSAs, referencing the Charter and human rights, and deleting
section 11.1.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

[Motion carried; Bill 202 read a first time]

The Speaker: Just before we go on, could we have unanimous
consent to briefly revert to introductions? Does anyone object? If
you do, please say so now.

[Unanimous consent granted]
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Introduction of Guests
(continued)

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development.

Mr. Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I thank colleagues for
their indulgence. I’m pleased to make an introduction on behalf of
the Member for Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock and introduce to
you and through you to all members of the Assembly a group of
grade 10 high school students from R.F. Staples secondary school
in Westlock. Now, unfortunately, they’ve come and gone. They’re
otherwise busy in a neighbouring building right now, but I did
want to get their presence on the record. They are accompanied by
their teacher, Ms Kelly Lehman, and a parent adviser, Colleen
Chapotelle. This group of students, I understand, brought treats. |
haven’t seen them, but I expect that they may be somewhere
around, so colleagues can keep an eye open in case anything
shows up in any of our respective rooms. | thank them for their
presence and wish them luck and thank colleagues for their
indulgence.

The Speaker: Thank you.

2:50 Tabling Returns and Reports

The Speaker: Let us continue. The hon. Associate Minister of
Aboriginal Relations.

Mr. Dorward: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of Aboriginal
Relations I'm pleased to rise today and table the requisite number
of copies of the Northern Alberta Development Council 2013-
2014 annual report and note that that’s led by the MLA for Lesser
Slave Lake and thank her for her service on that committee.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker

The Speaker: Thank you.

Tablings to the Clerk

The Clerk: I wish to advise the House that the following docu-
ments were deposited with the office of the Clerk. On behalf of
the hon. Mr. Fawcett, Minister of Environment and Sustainable
Resource Development, a response to Written Question 23, asked
for by Ms Blakeman on April 14, 2014: “In relation to the June
2013 flood, how many hours’ notice did the Ministry of
Environment and Sustainable Resource Development give to each
of the affected municipalities that flooding was either possible or
imminent?”

On behalf of the hon. Mr. Dirks, Minister of Education,
pursuant to the Legislative Assembly Act and the Fiscal Manage-
ment Act the Education annual report update 2013-14.

On behalf of the hon. Mrs. Klimchuk, Minister of Human
Services, responses to written questions 4, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, and
28, all asked for by Dr. Swann on April 14, 2014. Written
Question 4: “As of January 1, 2014, how many licensed child care
program spaces and approved family day home spaces are there in
each of Edmonton, Calgary, and the rest of Alberta?” Written
Question 19: “What criteria does the Government use to classify
children as living in poverty?” Written Question 20: “What is the
Government’s estimate of how many Alberta children are living in
poverty as of January 1, 2014?” Written Question 21: “What
criteria does the Government use to determine whether a child has
escaped poverty?” Written Question 22: “What is the Government’s
projection of how much money it will need to invest to eliminate

child poverty in five years, in connection with Together We Raise
Tomorrow, Alberta’s Poverty Reduction Strategy, announced in
June 2013, and to which programs, services, and community
resources will this funding be allocated?” Written Question 27:
“What is the projected net financial result of dissolving the Child
and Family Services Authorities and Persons with Developmental
Disabilities Community Boards, establishing family and commu-
nity engagement councils, and transferring responsibility for
service delivery to the Ministry of Human Services?” Written
Question 28: “How much have caseloads for Alberta Works
decreased or increased from April 1, 2008, to April 1,2013?”

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, as I’ve already said, we made history today.
Never in my time has an entire week of business of the Assembly
occurred with not one single point of order in question period, and
I just want to thank and congratulate members on both sides of the
House for elevating the level of decorum. I did let you burn off a
little bit of steam there in the last set of questions because I could
sense that things were pent up inside you for the whole week, but
it didn’t result in a point of order, and for that we’re all grateful.
There are no other points of order, so we will move on with the
question of privilege.

Privilege
Obstructing a Member in Performance of Duty

The Speaker: Hon. members, I’m prepared to make this ruling on
the purported question of privilege that was raised by the Member
for Edmonton-Centre on Tuesday, November 18, 2014. The
debate on this matter can be found at pages 23 to 28 of Alberta
Hansard for that day.

With respect to the formalities my office received notice from
the Member for Edmonton-Centre on November 12, 2014, at 2:53
p-m. regarding her intention to raise a question of privilege under
Standing Order 15 when the House reconvened this session. The
member has satisfied the requirement in Standing Order 15(2) for
notice to be given to the Speaker at least two hours before the
opening of the sitting. The notice to the Speaker also indicated
that those persons whose conduct might be called into question
would be copied on the notice as is also required, if practicable,
under Standing Order 15(2).

As indicated, the Member for Edmonton-Centre raised her
purported question of privilege on Tuesday, November 18, in the
Assembly, which was the first day of ordinary business for this
session. The member indicated that her purported question of
privilege is based on matters contained in the Auditor General’s
report dated August 2014 and titled Special Duty Report on the
Expenses of the Office of Premier Redford and Alberta’s Air
Transportation Services Program. This report was released on
August 7, 2014, and was filed at that time as an intersessional
deposit, known as Sessional Paper 309/2014, while the Assembly
was adjourned. The Assembly did not sit from the time that the
report was released until the commencement of the Third Session
of the Legislature on Monday, November 17, 2014. Accordingly, I
find that the application under Standing Order 15 was raised at the
earliest opportunity.

I’1l have more to say about a previous purported question on the
same subject, decided back in March of this year, in a moment.
That was during the Second Session of the Legislature.

Now, before continuing with the substance of my ruling, I
would like to draw members’ attention to the notice provided by
the Member for Edmonton-Centre during Notices of Motions in
Tuesday’s daily Routine. The notice referenced four members of
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this Assembly: the members for Calgary-Acadia, Grande Prairie-
Wapiti, Edmonton-Rutherford, and Spruce Grove-St. Albert, but
Calgary-Acadia was struck out. I have confirmed with the
Member for Edmonton-Centre that she has raised this question of
privilege with respect to only three of those four members and that
the striking out of Calgary-Acadia in her written notice was
intentional and that she herself had stricken it out.

The purported question of privilege before us today resurrected
the question of privilege raised by the Member for Calgary-Shaw
last session. Members can certainly read his arguments in the
March 12, 2014, Alberta Hansard at pages 212 and 213. His
purported question of privilege was similar to the one raised by
the Member for Edmonton-Centre on Tuesday this week; namely,
that there were statements made in this Assembly that allegedly
interfered with the ability of members to perform their duties.
Another way of articulating this point is to suggest that a member
made a statement in this Assembly that was deliberately mislead-
ing and accordingly constituted a contempt of this Assembly.

For the benefit of the new members in particular but also for
those who may not recall the proceedings on this point last March,
Erskine May’s Treatise on The Law, Privileges, Proceedings and
Usage of Parliament, 24th edition, at page 254 states with respect
to the United Kingdom: “The Commons may treat the making of a
deliberately misleading statement as a contempt.” As well, and as
I pointed out in my rulings on November 29 and December 3,
2012, at pages 1190 and 1206 of Alberta Hansard respectively, it
is understood that a form of contempt that is treated as a question
of privilege is just that, as enunciated earlier.

The Member for Edmonton-Centre is raising essentially the
same purported question of privilege but distinguishes her
argument on the basis of the information contained in the
aforementioned Auditor General’s special duty report of August
2014. As everyone knows, that report dealt solely with the expenses
incurred by the Premier’s office. Let me be clear. We’re talking
about the former Premier.

To clarify the scope of the report, it states at page 2: “This was
an audit of the expenses of Premier Redford and her office. It
would be wrong for anyone to extrapolate our findings and
conclusions to the public service of Alberta as a whole.”

The Auditor General states at page 27 of the report:

We found that, on October 25, 2012, Premier Redford flew on a
government aircraft to Grande Prairie to attend the Northern
Alberta Leader’s Dinner. We reviewed Premier Redford’s
schedule for that day and did not identify any government
business scheduled in Grande Prairie.
Clearly, the Auditor General’s reference states that there was
nothing in Premier Redford’s schedule to suggest that she had any
government business printed in the schedule he reviewed.

The chair would also note that two days ago, on November 18,
2014, the Minister of Transportation tabled an August 13, 2014,
newspaper article from the Daily Herald-Tribune, known as
Sessional Paper 14/2014, wherein the editor of that newspaper
confirms that a funding announcement that was made about the
Grande Prairie regional hospital on October 25, 2012, was in fact
made at the TEC Centre in Grande Prairie. In other words, some
government business obviously did occur during this trip in
question.*

Now, it’s important to note that the test for deliberately

misleading the Assembly or the House is found in House of

Commons Procedure and Practice, 2nd edition, at page 86, where
the three-part test articulated by former Clerk of the New Zealand
House of Assembly David McGee in the 3rd edition of his book
Parliamentary Practice in New Zealand at pages 653 and 654 is

*See page 98, right column, paragraph 11

cited. As indicated several times in this Assembly, the three parts
of the test are:
One, it must be proven that the statement was misleading; two,
it must be established that the Member making the statement
knew at the time that the statement was incorrect; and three, that
in making the statement, the Member intended to mislead the
House.

3:00

The specifics of the flights and the activities of members of the
government caucus were extensively covered in March of this
year, both in question period and during discussion of the Member
for Calgary-Shaw’s purported question of privilege at that time.
Also at that time the members in question explained the
circumstances surrounding their travel on the day in question,
including how travel plans were affected by the tragic accident
that occurred in St. Paul.

The ruling that there was no prima facie question of privilege
can be found at page 215 of Alberta Hansard for March 12, 2014.
Additional information regarding the flights, of course, was
provided by the Member for Edmonton-Centre when yesterday
she tabled the passenger manifest for the flights to and from
Grande Prairie on October 25, 2012, as Sessional Paper 28/2014.

It is not in keeping with parliamentary tradition to raise a matter
that has already been decided. If this were a court, it is my
understanding that to raise the same issues that have already been
adjudicated would be an abuse of process or subject to the Latin
term res judicata, which means already subject to judicial deter-
mination; in other words, the matter has already been decided.

However, two days ago the Member for Edmonton-Centre
argued that the determinations in the Auditor General’s special
duty report offered some proof, some new information perhaps
that, in her opinion, deliberately misleading statements were made
by some members in this Assembly. The three members referred
to in the purported question of privilege all denied that they had
any intention to mislead the Assembly, and, as already mentioned,
the Minister of Transportation tabled a newspaper article
substantiating his argument that, in fact, a government announce-
ment was made in Grande Prairie during the time in question. The
report by the Auditor General clearly focused on the activities of
the former Premier, not on every member of the government.

With respect to the esteemed officer of the Legislature, there is
nothing in his report that directly contradicts the statements made
by the three members in the Assembly on Tuesday, November 18,
2014, at page 28 of Alberta Hansard. While the statements were
short, they did not move away from their earlier statements in the
Assembly which they made last March.

I indicated that I would look at other jurisdictions in
formulating this ruling. A 2002 ruling by former Ontario Speaker
Carr nicely summarized the issue surrounding allegations of
meeting the test of deliberately misleading the Assembly and also
the role of the Speaker in adjudicating such purported questions of
privilege.

On June 17, 2002, at page 996 of Ontario Hansard for that day
Speaker Carr said the following:

The threshold for finding a prima facie case of contempt against
a member of the Legislature on the basis of deliberately
misleading the House is therefore set quite high and is very
uncommon. It must involve a proved finding of an overt attempt
to intentionally mislead the Legislature. In the absence of an
admission from the member accused of the conduct, or of
tangible confirmation of the conduct independently proved, a
Speaker must assume that no honourable member would engage
in such behaviour or that, at most, inconsistent statements were
the result of inadvertence or honest mistake.
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In light of the comments made by the members, I would find
this to be more a case of disagreement among members over facts,
as stated in Beauchesne’s paragraph 494. Speaker Scheer of the
Canadian House of Commons had occasion to rule on an
allegation of deliberately misleading the House on April 30 of this
year, 2014. At page 4753 of Commons Debates for that day he
quoted former House of Commons Speaker Jerome, who said on
June 4, 1975, that “a dispute as to facts, a dispute as to opinions
and a dispute as to conclusions to be drawn from an allegation of
fact is a matter of debate and not a question of privilege.”

Accordingly, as was the case on March 12, 2014, I find that a
prima facie case of privilege has not been made out. Accordingly,
there will be no more proceedings on this matter because this
matter is now concluded.

With that, we will move on.

Orders of the Day

Government Bills and Orders
Second Reading

Bill 3
Personal Information Protection
Amendment Act, 2014

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Mr. Quadri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased to move
second reading of Bill 3, the Personal Information Protection
Amendment Act, 2014.

This bill will authorize a trade union to collect, use, and disclose
an individual’s personal information in a specific circumstance if
it’s related to a matter under a labour relations dispute. Under the
amendments the trade union can collect, use, and disclose personal
information without consent “for the purpose of informing or
persuading the public about a matter of significant public interest
or importance” relating to the dispute; if the collection, use, and
disclosure are reasonably necessary; or if it is reasonable to
collect, use, and disclose the information having regard to the
nature and sensitivity of the information in the circumstances.

PIPA is aimed to protect Albertans’ personal information with
respect to the collection, use, and disclosure by the trade union in
the following manner. The legislation clarifies authorized
circumstances where the collection, use, and disclosure of
information in connection with the labour relations dispute is
appropriate. The OIPC oversees how the personal information is
collected, used, and disclosed by the private-sector organizations
in the province. Additionally, the office investigates, resolves,
and, where necessary, orders the remedy for those Albertans
whose personal information has been compromised. If a person
commits an offence under PIPA, they are potentially subject to a
maximum fine of $10,000 in the case of an individual, a maximum
fine of $100,000 in the case of a person other than an individual
such as organizations, and to damages for loss or injury suffered
by individuals as a result of this breach.

In the event those amendments to PIPA are not passed, the
collection, use, and disclosure of personal information by private-
sector organizations will be governed by the Personal Information
Protection and Electronic Documents Act. Under the federal
legislation the following limitations exist. The federal legislation
does not include PIPA’s mandatory breach reporting provision for
affected individuals, thereby limiting current access and the
privacy protection for Albertans, the federal legislation does not
include the access to protection rights for the employees of
businesses that are offered under PIPA, and there will be no

provincial oversight to assess the privacy responsibility of the
private sector. The function will instead fall to the federal Privacy
Commissioner.

In summary, these amendments will ensure that trade unions
may collect, use, and disclose personal information of an
individual in a manner relating to a labour relations dispute
without compromising appropriate protection and oversight of the
personal information.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Now I move to adjourn debate on Bill 3.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]

Bill 4
Horse Racing Alberta Amendment Act, 2014

The Speaker: The hon. President of Treasury Board.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to rise
today to move second reading of Bill 4, the Horse Racing Alberta
Amendment Act, 2014.

Under the Horse Racing Alberta Act HRA has a mandate to
regulate, manage, and promote horse racing throughout Alberta,
and this will still be the case even with these proposed amend-
ments. Horse Racing Alberta currently has a 12-member board of
directors, consisting of one chair, eight industry-nominated
representatives, and three members of the public. All board
appointments are currently determined by a board vote.

Mr. Speaker, the proposed legislative amendments to the Horse
Racing Alberta Act will decrease the board members from 12
members to 11 and increase the number of public members to six,
up from the three it currently has. These changes will provide
more public representation on the board and will strengthen
HRA’s governance structure. The board will also have five
industry-nominated members: a thoroughbred representative, a
standardbred representative, one other breeds/quarter horse
representative, an A-level race track representative, and a B-level
race track representative. All public members would be selected
from an open competition and screened for their relevant
experience and expertise. The appointments will be made by order
in council.

Mr. Speaker, with these proposed changes, more than half of the
board would be public members appointed by the Lieutenant
Governor in Council, and one of those non-industry members
would be designated as chair of the board.

In summary, the proposed legislative changes are part of our
commitment to strong public agency board governance. I
encourage all members of the Assembly to support this bill.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I move to adjourn debate on Bill 4.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]

3:10 Bill 5
Securities Amendment Act, 2014

The Speaker: The hon. President of Treasury Board.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to rise
today to move second reading of Bill 5, the Securities Amendment
Act, 2014.

As I mentioned at first reading, the government is proposing
amendments to the Securities Act to further modernize, harmonize,
and streamline Alberta’s securities laws. The amendments before
you today support the ongoing reform of the Canadian securities
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regulatory system and assist Canada in meeting its international
commitments.

The amendments relate to a variety of topics, including continued
harmonization of general derivative provisions; incorporation of
representatives of registered brokers and advisers; enhanced
enforcement provisions; recognition and oversight of the Canadian
Public Accountability Board as an auditor oversight organization;
fee-setting provisions for the Alberta Securities Commission; and
other housekeeping amendments to the Securities Act, with
consequential amendments to related legislation.

I’d like to take a few minutes to walk you through the proposed
amendments. The Securities Act was last amended during the 2014
spring session, when over-the-counter derivative amendments were
enacted to help manage and mitigate risks and improve
transparency. As you may recall, this type of financial instrument
was cited as a contributing factor in the 2008 global financial crisis.
This harmonization initiative will take several years to complete,
and these amendments allow that work to continue.

Moving on to the next topic, incorporation of individual
representatives, industry groups have long wanted a level playing
field providing representatives of registered dealers and advisers
across Canada with the option of providing securities-related
services to their clients through a professional corporation. The
proposed amendments will establish a statutory framework
permitting representatives of registered dealers and advisers to
provide services to clients through a professional corporation. This
will be done under the supervision of the registered firm. The
proposed incorporation model is a voluntary/optional business
structure intended to provide individual representatives with
additional flexibility and choice of the most effective structure for
their business activities. In May 2012 Saskatchewan passed but
has not yet proclaimed similar amendments. Harmonized
provisions are expected to be passed across Canada shortly.

Bill 5 establishes a statutory regime to provide the Canadian
Public Accountability Board, or CPAB, with the powers and
protections necessary to fulfill its mandate to ensure the integrity
of financial reporting by public companies in Canada. CPAB was
created in 2003 to provide independent oversight of auditors of
public companies in Canada following the auditing scandals
involving Enron and WorldCom in the United States. The auditor
oversight function is essentially a regulatory function designed to
help ensure the quality and reliability of audited financial
statements. It involves the information in documents that a public
company has disclosed to its auditors, some of which may be
subject to solicitor-client privilege.

The Alberta CPAB amendments will follow the approach taken
in British Columbia, Saskatchewan, and New Brunswick of
providing CPAB with access to privileged information and audit
working papers only with the consent of the client. In a very
practical sense this is already happening as all Canadian audit
firms regardless of size now use a standard form of engagement
letter. This letter provides notice of the audit firm’s obligations to
provide CPAB with access to the audit working file and requires
the client’s consent.

Mr. Speaker, effective enforcement and compliance are
essential to advancing investor protection and fostering fair and
efficient capital markets. The enforcement-related amendments
contained in Bill 5 were designed to improve the Alberta
Securities Commission’s enforcement capacity as well as respond
to recent court and commission decisions and to the introduction
of the new Alberta Rules of Court in 2010. The commission is
proposing to update the list of entities they share information with
by adding trade repositories, clearing agencies, alternative trading
systems, and credit-rating agencies.

The amended act also permits the commission to issue auto-
matic reciprocal enforcement orders without the need to take any
additional steps. Currently a hearing must be held before a
reciprocal order based on enforcement proceedings or settlements
in other jurisdictions can be granted and requires evidence of
cross-border misconduct putting Alberta investors at risk.

Mr. Speaker, the Alberta Securities Commission and its
counterparts across Canada are upgrading their IT systems and
have replaced their systems operator. The new systems operator
has taken over the hosting, operation, and maintenance of the
three national filing systems. This requires the embedding of the
requirement to pay fees for the use of these filing systems in a
harmonized fee rule and has led to the need for the commission to
be able to set its own fees. The amendment would permit the
commission to set its own fees, including fees related to the
operation of these IT systems, just as both the British Columbia
and Ontario securities commissions have authority to do so.
However, ASC fee changes would require the prior approval of
the minister, and the commission would still have to publish fee
proposals for comment under the commission’s rule-making
requirements.

There are several other housekeeping amendments of a technical
or housekeeping nature. The intent of these amendments is to
improve or clarify existing provisions of the Securities Act: for
example, repealing a requirement to send a confirmation of trade
that has been moved into the regulations, therefore making the
Securities Act confirmation provision redundant; extending the
requirement to file a personal information form to apply to
promoters; and clarifying how to effect service of documents on
the commission.

In addition, there are also some consequential amendments to
other statutes, including the Cooperatives Act and the Business
Corporations Act. For example, the requirements of the executive
director of the commission to be notified of applications for
approvals of plans of arrangement under the Cooperatives Act and
the Business Corporations Act will be repealed. This is because
these plans of arrangement are already subject to court and
shareholder approval before they can proceed and the executive
director has not taken a position when provided with notice.

The ministries responsible for the administration of the above
statutes are in agreement with the proposed amendments.

To sum up, the proposed amendments will ensure that Alberta
honours its commitment under the 2004 memorandum of
understanding to ongoing reform. Further, these amendments
support international commitments made by Canada. The net
result is a better functioning regulatory system that provides
additional protection to investors while ensuring the efficient
operations of our capital markets.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I now move to adjourn debate on Bill 5.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]

Bill 6
Statutes Amendment Act, 2014 (No. 2)

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development.

Mr. Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to rise and
move second reading of the Statutes Amendment Act, 2014
(No.2), Bill 6.

This bill brings together a number of small amendments to a
number of acts under three different ministries. The amendments



November 20, 2014

Alberta Hansard 91

are intended to streamline and provide efficiency, clarity, and
consistency between acts for those affected by these acts. These
amendments have been brought as a single omnibus bill to deal
with a number of small items in an encompassing amendment act
for the effective use of time of members of the Assembly.

The first set of amendments are from the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs. They’re seeking amendments to the Safety Codes Act.
Mr. Speaker, these amendments will allow qualified safety
officers to approve pressure vessel designs, which will reduce
delays for applicants. As well, the amendments will remove a
phrase that could be seen to transfer the owners’ safety
responsibility to the administrator. These changes will help
streamline the process by reducing delays without relaxing
standards or safety. The pressure equipment industry will be most
impacted as they submit designs for review and registration in
order to operate and construct this equipment in their plants.

The first amendment will address a gap and allow for qualified
safety codes officers employed by the Alberta Boilers Safety
Association, also known as ABSA, to review and register the
pressure vessel designs. As it is currently worded, the legislation
reads that only the administrator can register pressure vessel
designs. ABSA employs safety codes officers who review the
pressure vessel designs and make recommendations to the
administrator before the administrator registers them. However,
this year ABSA will receive approximately 11,000 designs for
boilers, pressure vessels, fittings, pressure piping systems, thermal
liquid heating systems, welding procedures, complex repair
procedures, and alteration procedures.

Mr. Speaker, allowing safety codes officers to review and
register these designs will increase efficiency and reduce the
delays to owners for the registration of their pressure vessels with
ABSA. Once the amendments are made, the safety codes officers
who have the appropriate technical qualifications will be
designated with the authority to register designs. Currently, ABSA
employs approximately 90 safety codes officers, and out of those
there are 22 who have the technical qualifications to review and
approve designs. There are no risks associated with this proposed
change. Safety codes officers are able to effectively perform this
function.

3:20

Mr. Speaker, the second proposed amendment dealing with the
Safety Codes Act would delete specific wording from the act that
is considered confusing. The phrase may suggest a transfer of
owners’ obligation of responsibility for compliance to the
administrator, which is contrary to sections 5 and 6 of the act.
Therefore, under section 40(1) specific wording has been removed
which could place an unintended burden on the administrator to
take steps for the design’s safety beyond meeting requirements of
the act. This proposed legislative amendment would ensure that
owners’ responsibilities are clear and that there is no perceived
conflict with the responsibilities section of the act between the
administrator and the designer.

The third proposed change would delete the word “obsolete.”
The term “obsolete” is unnecessary. An obsolete design may mean
that it is outdated, but it could still be safe and meet the
requirements of the Safety Codes Act. If the administrator, in his
or her reasonable opinion, considers an obsolete design unsafe or
that it does not meet the requirements of the act, the administrator
has the full authority of the act to deregister the design. A design
that does not meet the requirements of the act is in breach of the
act. The design would be deregistered, and the owner would be
required to take the unsafe equipment out of service.

It is important to note that the proposed amendments will not
have any financial impact, and there is no additional training or
costs as these safety codes officers exist and already have the
necessary training.

Mr. Speaker, the second ministry requesting amendments is
Jobs, Skills, Training and Labour. They’re seeking amendments to
the Workers’” Compensation Act that will clarify the WCB’s
authority to disclose information to the Appeals Commission. The
proposed amendments are intended for clarification purposes and
to increase efficiency and effectiveness in the appeals process. In
several recent decisions adjudicators from the office of the
Information and Privacy Commissioner have interpreted the act
differently than the Workers” Compensation Board and the
Appeals Commissions, specifically regarding the authority of the
WCB to disclose information to the Appeals Commission.

Workers and employers involved in appeals will not see any
changes in the process. Staff from the WCB, the Appeals
Commission, and Jobs, Skills, Training and Labour met with staff
from the office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner to
discuss these proposed amendments, and no further concerns were
raised. Passing these amendments this fall will help ensure that the
WCB, the Appeals Commission, and the office of the Information
and Privacy Commissioner have a common interpretation of the
act. The Workers’ Compensation Board of directors, which
includes representatives of the interests of employers and workers,
is supportive of the proposed amendments to the WCB Act as they
stand.

Mr. Speaker, the third ministry seeking amendments is my
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. We’re proposing
amendments to combine the Farm Implement Act and the Farm
Implement Dealerships Act and repeal the Dairy Industry
Omnibus Act of 2002. The Farm Implement Act provides Alberta
farmers with warranty protection, legal guidelines on the length of
warranty, assurance that replacement parts will be available for at
least 10 years after they purchase a new implement, and minimum
stated requirements for sales contracts.

The Farm Implement Dealerships Act also provides protection
for consumers and dealers of farm implements. Certain require-
ments are placed upon distributors of farm implements such as
prohibiting distributors from terminating an agreement with a
dealership without cause, without an order of the court, or without
complying with the court order; permitting agreements between
distributors and dealers to be terminated by mutual agreement; and
preventing distributors from discriminating against dealers in
respect of contractual requirements or prices for farm implements
of similar grade or quality or for dealing in the products of
competitors.

Mr. Speaker, both acts are administered by the office of the
Farmers’ Advocate of Alberta. It’s proposed that these acts be
consolidated into a single farm implement and dealerships act to
streamline the legislation and provide greater ease of reference for
stakeholders to whom the acts apply.

The amendments will also align Alberta’s legislation with
similar legislation in Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Ontario;
clarify that all implements purchased at auction are strictly buyer
beware; enable the minister to publish information received
through notices of failure to perform in order to better protect
consumers; clarify roles and responsibilities during a repair or
repurchase of a farm implement that fails to perform satisfactorily;
expand buyback provisions to include required supplementary
materials such as signage and computer hardware and software;
repeal transitional provisions that are no longer required; and
increase the penalty for any person who contravenes the Farm
Implement Dealerships Act from a maximum of $50,000 to a
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maximum of $100,000. Certainly, when you consider that farm
implements can cost well over $500,000, the fines are needed to
reflect the fiscal implications of the items involved.

Mr. Speaker, we’re also proposing a repeal of the Dairy
Industry Omnibus Act, 2002. This act was proclaimed as part of
the transfer of governance responsibility for dairy production and
marketing from the provincial dairy board to Alberta Milk. Over
10 years have passed since the transition, and these provisions are
no longer required for Alberta Milk. In fact, Alberta Milk supports
the repeal of this act.

The amendments before you today are largely housekeeping in
nature, updating details to align with similar legislation and
current needs. As well, they will provide greater clarity and
efficiency in providing services to Albertans. I ask all members to
support this legislation.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I move to adjourn debate on Bill 6.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]

Consideration of His Honour
the Lieutenant Governor’s Speech

Ms Fenske moved, seconded by Mr. Ellis, that an humble address
be presented to His Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant
Governor as follows:

To His Honour the Honourable Colonel (Retired) Donald S.
Ethell, OC, OMM, AOE, MSC, CD, LLD, the Lieutenant Governor
of the Province of Alberta:

We, Her Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the
Legislative Assembly, now assembled, beg leave to thank Your
Honour for the gracious speech Your Honour has been pleased to
address to us at the opening of the present session.

[Adjourned debate November 19: Mr. Oberle]

The Speaker: Hon. members, I have the following list, subject to

any changes: the Minister of Education, followed by Edmonton-

Highlands-Norwood, followed by Innisfail-Sylvan Lake, followed

by Edmonton-Centre, Edmonton-Calder, and Calgary-Shaw.
Please proceed, Mr. Minister.

Mr. Dirks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a great honour for me to
rise today in this Assembly as the newly elected Member for
Calgary-Elbow and address members present in response to the
Speech from the Throne. I do want, first, to congratulate the new
members for Calgary-Foothills and Calgary-West and Edmonton-
Whitemud in their impressive by-election victories. To be chosen
by our constituents to represent and serve as their member in this
Legislative Assembly and to advocate for their interests is a
humbling privilege and a momentous responsibility.

Andrew Oliver, the 16th century public official, rightly said that
in many respects elected public service can be a hazardous
profession, but he went on to say that politics is still the noblest
career any man can choose. Few people will have the opportunity
to deliberate and serve the common good in this distinguished
Chamber, and I’'m deeply humbled by the honour bestowed upon
me to represent the great constituency of Calgary-Elbow.

Since 1905 some 58 individuals have represented this
geographic region, located in the heart of Calgary, and included in
this number are such notable individuals as Premiers Aberhart,
Manning, Lougheed, Klein, Redford, future Prime Minister R.B.
Bennett, Lieutenant Governor Grant MacEwan, Sheldon Chumir,
and Art Dixon, the longest-serving Speaker of this Assembly. To
follow in the footsteps of such distinguished legislators who have

represented Calgary-Elbow is, needless to say, both humbling and
daunting.

As I’'m sure all members here will attest to, success in public
life is rarely, if ever, a solo affair, so today with a deep sense of
gratitude I pay special tribute to my dear wife, Evangeline Joy.
Without her unwavering support and encouragement throughout
my years of public service and during the strenuous by-election, I
would not be standing here today. Political enterprise is, first and
foremost, about people, and the effectiveness of our democratic
system of governance is inextricably bound up with the lives and
contributions of thousands of volunteers at the local constituency
level across our great province. So today I want to recognize and
to express my deep gratitude to the over 300 dedicated volunteers
who linked arms with me in the recent Calgary-Elbow by-election
and who worked tirelessly in support of my election campaign.
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Calgary-Elbow is a vibrant and diverse constituency of over
44,000 residents, and as I talked with thousands of constituents
during the by-election, I was struck, Mr. Speaker, by two key
observations. First, I was deeply impressed by the decency and
civility of the good voters of Calgary-Elbow. Rarely was an
unkind or disrespectful word spoken to me at their doorsteps. In
contrast, many are the regions of the world where elections are
dangerous affairs and where the threat of intimidation, violence,
and persecution are endemic to public life. So to be able to
conduct our common political life with civil discourse on streets
that are safe underscores the robust health of Alberta’s democracy
and is a blessing to be richly treasured.

Then, whether I was speaking with single professionals or
younger parents with growing families or retired seniors, whether
my conversations were with educators, small-business people,
nurses, or oil patch executives, I was struck by the essential
commonality of interests and aspirations of Calgary-Elbow
residents when it comes to their government. Throughout the
recent by-elections Albertans made it very clear that they want
their elected officials to govern with a laser focus that is grounded
in their priorities, which respects their tax dollars. During this by-
election Albertans were explicit about what they expect from their
government, and [ share their sentiments.

In the constituency of Calgary-Elbow here’s what they said.
They said: protect our communities and our great city of Calgary
from future devastating floods. With one voice they said:
strengthen our core public services of health care and education
and provide our seniors with the long-term care facilities they
need in order to live with dignity in and near their communities.
They issued a loud call to government to manage the public purse
in a fiscally prudent way that balances the operating budget, that
invests in future infrastructure, that pays down debt and saves for
the future.

Albertans know that their future well-being is tied to our
collective ability to market Alberta’s energy, forestry, and
agriculture resources to the world, so they said: put market access
for Alberta’s resources at the top of your agenda, and don’t waver
in working co-operatively with British Columbia and with
Saskatchewan, our great neighbour provinces, and with the federal
government and with aboriginal communities to secure our future
economic well-being. But they also said: while you’re maximizing
the value of our resources, do so in a way that respects and
protects our fundamental Alberta values of environmental
conservation and the protection of property rights.

Finally, they said: we need you to help restore public trust and
end the days of entitlement.
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Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to say that from day one these five
priorities have been and will continue to be the essential hallmark
of this new government. Therefore, it’s no exaggeration to say that
Alberta has entered a new era, with a new government, under new
management, grounded in the people’s priorities. The steps our
Premier and our government have taken over the past 60 days and
the government’s visionary agenda set forth in the Speech from
the Throne have made it abundantly clear that a new day has
indeed dawned in Alberta. Guided by prudence, accountability,
trust, decency, and respect, our government has begun to deliver
on these five fundamental priorities of Albertans.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I want to focus on just two of these
priorities. It is difficult if not impossible to fully calibrate the
devastation which the people of Calgary-Elbow and other
residents of Calgary and High River and our aboriginal
communities suffered in the flood of 2013. As I stood at the front
doors and sat at the dining-room tables of many Calgary-Elbow
residents, I was deeply moved to hear the gut-wrenching stories of
how their lives and their families, their businesses, and their
communities were turned upside down by the devastating flood.

Mr. Speaker, the first task of government is to protect its
citizens. Never again should Calgarians and Albertans live in fear
because of our vulnerability to future devastating floods, and that
is why one of the first decisions of our Premier and our govern-
ment was to green-light flood mitigation projects to protect
Calgary and High River, two of the hardest hit regions in the
province. We also directed a tripling of staff in order to complete
disaster recovery program appeals as expeditiously as possible.

Mr. Speaker, as Minister of Education I also want to underscore
our government’s commitment to continue to secure the future
health of our public education system across Alberta. Our
province has an outstanding record of providing world-class
education for children, and this government has every intention of
continuing to make the provision of quality education for Alberta
students a marquee priority.

One of the ways we are doing that is by aggressively moving
forward, Mr. Speaker, with the largest capital investment in new
and renovated school facilities in the history of Alberta and indeed
of our country. Alberta is Canada’s fastest growing jurisdiction by
population, and we need to ensure that we are equipped to give
every Alberta student the very best education facilities possible.

Our three-phase program of building and securing Alberta’s
school infrastructure future now includes over 240 school projects
that have recently opened or are under construction or are in the
permitting or planning stages. Just this past week, along with my
colleague the Minister of Infrastructure, sod was turned on three
new school projects in Cochrane and Airdrie, and we look forward
to seeing the doors open for kids in these and many other schools
in the years to come. That’s what Albertans expect, and that’s
what good government does, Mr. Speaker.

Our government is also committed to ensuring that our K to 12
curriculum focuses on foundational skills of literacy and numeracy
while incorporating 21st century skills such as communication and
creativity and collaboration. We want to ensure that our grading and
reporting approaches across the province are coherent and easily
understood by parents.

As Minister of Education I’'m committed to ensuring that we
help our students become ethical citizens and engaged thinkers
with an entrepreneurial mindset. We need to strengthen our focus
on individualizing learning as well as placing a high priority on
second-language instruction to prepare our students for the new
social, cultural, and economic shifts under way in our province
and in our world.

To help our students become ethical citizens and engaged
thinkers with an entrepreneurial mindset, we need to ensure that
we are supporting and coaching teachers and doing all we can to
ensure stable, long-term, predictable funding for our school boards.
And we need to make sure that every student is taught and nurtured
in a safe, caring, and respectful environment because the human
dignity of our students and the well-being of our public education
system call for safety and security for each and every student.

Mr. Speaker, Albertans spoke decisively during the recent by-
elections. They want and Albertans deserve a government that
first listens and then acts decisively on the people’s priorities.
Alberta’s new government is doing just that. Each and every day
the people’s priorities are resonating with this government as we
move into a new era in the history of Alberta’s public life.

Mr. Speaker, I am sincerely humbled to serve the people of
Calgary-Elbow as their member in this Legislative Assembly.
With deep sincerity I pledge to work vigorously to represent the
interests of the residents of Calgary-Elbow in this Legislature and
to ensure that the people’s priorities as articulated in this Speech
from the Throne remain the enduring focus of my work as MLA
and as Minister of Education in the months and years to come.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

3:40

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.

Standing Order 29(2)(a) is now available. Does anyone wish to
rise under 29(2)(a)?

If not, let us move on to Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood. But
just before we do, I should let you know that there was some time
remaining at the top of this particular section for the hon. Deputy
Government House Leader to take up six more minutes of the
speaking time that he had or something along that line. Maybe he
had more time left. However, he waived that, and that’s why we
went straight to the Minister of Education. For those of you who
were asking me that question, that’s the answer.

Secondly, the Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview, in
fact, will be in the fifth spot today unless otherwise noted, not
Edmonton-Calder.

Let’s go on to Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood, please.

Mr. Mason: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s an
honour to speak to His Honour the Lieutenant Governor’s Speech
from the Throne and his relaying of the government’s intentions
for this session. I found his speech very interesting although in
many respects hard to agree with. I’d like to outline some of the
concerns [ have.

First, I wanted to say a few things about my constituency of
Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood. I’'m very proud to represent that
area. | have represented it now for 14 years — it was previously
Edmonton-Highlands, then was amalgamated with the Edmonton-
Norwood constituency when that was eliminated due to a
redistribution — and have represented that area both on city council
and here for 25 years now. [some applause] Thank you very much.
I know the people and the area very well.

It is primarily a low-income area. It has some of the lowest
incomes in the province of Alberta. It has tremendous people, a
tremendous sense of community, and a great variety of types of
communities, a very interesting area. It includes not only some of
the very poorest parts of the city — in the Boyle Street area, the
downtown area — but it includes Chinatown, it includes Little
Italy, and it includes Alberta Avenue, with a very vibrant arts
scene that has been developing there, and I would like to express
some appreciation to the Minister of Health in his former position
as mayor for the contribution that he made sure took place on the
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part of the city of Edmonton to develop that area. I always try to
say something nice about them when they come, Mr. Speaker, and
something nice about them when they leave. In between it’s not
quite the same.
But it has made a difference, Mr. Speaker, and it’s an exciting
area that’s really beginning to take off and attract people from not
only the rest of the city but from other parts of the province as
well with some of the wonderful festivals, the arts festivals and so
on, that are taking place there as well as the communities of
Highlands, which is a long-established neighbourhood, as well as
Newton and Montrose. It is something I’m very proud of, to have
represented that area for so long.
It has some issues, and it has some needs, Mr. Speaker.
Community revitalization is very important to it, and one aspect
that I’d like to touch on with respect to that is the importance of
schools and retaining schools in some of the older neighbour-
hoods. It is an issue that I’ve worked on in conjunction with other
MLAs, with school trustees, and with city councillors in order to
do that. We recognize very much the need and the pressure on the
government to provide new schools in growing areas, but we also
need policies that encourage people to remain in older commu-
nities near the core of the city so that the existing schools as well
as parks as well as libraries and other important facilities get the
full use that they need.
I want to talk a little bit now about some of the aspects of the
speech and the five main principles that have been established by
the government under the new Premier.
A focused commitment to sound, conservative fiscal principles;
ending entitlements and restoring public trust; maximizing the
value of our natural resources and respecting property rights;
establishing our province as an environmental leader; and
increasing Albertans’ quality of life by being a leader in the
areas of health, education, seniors’ care, and skills training.

I’d like to take some of those things in turn.

I notice in the Speech from the Throne that the government says
that it “will be cautious in budgeting, prudent in spending, and
diligent in saving.” Mr. Speaker, it may come as a surprise to
some members of this House that I find no basis for disagreement
with those principles. It makes sense entirely to me that you
should be cautious in budgeting and not spend more money than
you have and that you should be saving for the future. That’s not
something with which I disagree. The question is how it’s done
and what the intention is in doing so, and this is where 1 do
disagree with the government.

In another statement on the same page of the speech it says, “the
rate of increase on spending for government operations will be
kept below the rate of population growth and inflation.” Even the
Wildrose says that spending should keep pace with the rate of
population growth and inflation. Now, if you don’t do that, Mr.
Speaker, what happens, of course, is that you have cuts. You have
reductions in spending. You have, really, programs that are
eliminated or reduced. You can’t meet the needs of the public.

Mr. Speaker, it’s always the lower income people and the
programs they depend on that get cut first. They don’t cut, you
know, programs that benefit corporations or oil companies; they
get drilling incentives. Other people get aboriginal education
programs cut or low-income housing cut. Those are the kinds of
things that the government comes for when it tries to reduce
spending below the rate of population growth and inflation. That, I
think, is really where we’re going to have a major difference. It’s
important that we improve our spending and our programs for
low-income people in this province and for average Alberta
families.

In fact, many of these things can be seen as investments that
will save money in the longer term. If you do targeted social
investments in programs to combat poverty, to combat
homelessness, to combat hunger, you actually will save money in
terms of courts, police, and so on. In many cases these kinds of
investments are actually the fiscally responsible course of action
to take.

Now, the government is also talking about ending entitlements
and restoring public trust, and some of these things, I think, are
not bad things. The question is whether they will go far enough,
and I believe that they will probably not. The question that I think
is most important in this is about the cozy relationship that has
developed over the years between the PC Party, the PC
government, and the oil industry. It’s very, very close. It’s very,
very cozy. The lack of regulation in terms of environmental
protection with respect to new programs, I think, is the
consequence of that.

In terms of maximizing the value of our natural resources, that
is something we’ve been talking about for a long time. Peter
Lougheed established a number of principles for the development
of the oil and gas industry in this province, that I think were
seminal. In fact, they’d been adopted by Norway in the develop-
ment of policy with respect to their industry and put to very good
use. Unfortunately, here in Alberta the government has walked
away from Peter Lougheed’s principles. It no longer thinks like an
owner. It thinks more like a doormat, Mr. Speaker, and lets the oil
and gas industry basically write its own ticket.

3:50

Peter Lougheed talked about adding value. He talked about
getting fair value on the resources that we own. He set a target,
Mr. Sp